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VORITE:

Your belnga w. = udeminse toloavoun.
pun! hod ou tho instant the ootrago yatt have
put upon me. X would giveten thousand ctowhi
tnat you should bnve had o huzhand or a son't

« You Uy, marmuis® ctiod Raoul, pushing
back Captain Ga Maurgyvert, wha attempted to
rostrain his impotuocalty, «If dadamo ('Er.
tanges had tho support of elther a husband oy
son you twould not bLp hefo—for you are o
~oward I

8y atterly uaprepared for tuo sudden ap.
poarange of A (fofender of the Damo d’Erianges |
was the marquis that M A tow minutes ho was
complatels dumbfounded. Aradually ho res
covored from tho rudo raoral shook, however.
Tho pallor of hils cheoks gavo placo o & purpla
hue, and hils haad, clenchod tremuloasly, soughit
sfto hllt of hix daggor.

Ruonl obsdrved this threatening movemont
but fnstead of putting himsolf on tho dofonaive
ho moved o step noarer to tho marquis; untll,
{0 faot, tholy two faoos almostmel. Tho puplls
of his dyes d'atod In an extraondinaty mauney,
and on tho foaturca of tho marmuis he fixed ®
strango aud flamiog guxe, bofore thé Intonsity
of which tho othor shrank javoluntarily,

At lepglly the oaltpa and clear volos of Da
Maurovort troke the paintulsilonos matntained
by tho spsotatgrs of this torrible scene,

« Mousiour 16 Marquis deé la Tromblais, and
yotu als0, Ghavalier da Sforels I beg that neithey
of you wiil tako in ill part my intorforence in &
discussion with which I havo no direct concern,
nor tho obs¢rvation { am about to bhave the
hotor to mako to you. It sscms to m™ma that
you have, hoth of you, vory badly choson your
tinte and plaoce for tho interchango of conrtesion.
Baofore womon and varleta two gentiemexn can
bandly fight in a becoming manncr. If yon
will favor mo with your confidence, we may
descond into tho garden, wheyo 1 undertake, on
oy honor, to observe a sirict noutrallty. I wilt
confine yself ontirsly tu scelng fitr play
betweon yolui, and leave you to' fight at your
ease. You gladly accopt my proposition? Lot
as go down into tho gardon at onco, ttien,”

« Who are you, mohsteur, whodaro to addsrors
mo in thiz maunner?”’ demanded tho marqals,
In a withoriug tone. « A Tremblals meassure
swords with anh unknown adventurer! You
must bs mad to Imagine for & momeont that I
sbould so far forget my birth and qoaiity.”

o finve A 0are, marquls,™ replled the giant,
sl in tho same calm tono; “* withoal knowlng
what you 8 o doing, yon aro runuing the risk of
rousing .ay slumbdoring bile, and ruflling tho
habditual smoothness of my character! Who
am 1? you ask., Parbiew, a gontleman ilke
yoursslf, and your cqual in all respectst Cuptain
Roland de Maurovort, tho Mmtliar of his
Majesty, Honry I, ang the intimate friend of
Meassteursdo Guise 1”

A contompinuous smiie passed Over the mar-
quis’s feasuros.

« What do 1 onare for the house of Valals, or |
for that of Lorralnoi” ne cried; «1I haid my |
powsr in my own righs alono.”

At thase arrogblit words, prououncsd ip u
supord tone, D0 Maurovert raisca bis oyos
vowards hoavop, acd appoarsd LClled with
astonishment and indignation.

o 1n 1t posstdio that 1 have heard aright?” he !
oried, ciasping his hands, «Obh, all you here |
present ! 1 take you to witness tho abominatle |
erimo of {ga-mafesté that bos just been coms. |
mitted, 3arquis de 1s Tramblals, {u the name !
of the respect, obadienos, and fldalily [ owa, as !
& subject, 1o his Majesty, King Henry IU ., my ‘
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The coptaln's audasity ronsed the fory of the !
marqals 1o the highest pited. |

« Doaih ™ ho exalalmed, +*do yau think ft 4 |
enoaxh to throw & nat overas lion to mastoer!
nim ? you muat grat be qure that the meahesure !
suong ecough (O reaist his olaws! Baok traltors |
and varlais! Tou #hall suffor for thls before !
tong, 4 sWEAr, ob &S AUk of a gonteman,
Bk, I sayl”

Whils sposkipg, ho drew his dagger aud
movl towards the door, De daarevert, sword
in band, barred his passage. . |

“#1n addition to rosring, the Uon will pow,
doubtloss, show us his strengih and courage,”
sald tho glant, “Marqr 5 de Is Tremblals, I,
yoo maove forwnid another etop, I aball ba updoz
the uccessity of pinolng you jo the Zoor with
my sword! Ahaf thal Ioduces you toindulgs
i tho luxusy of veflectiop for a momentl the
vrospeotive of borlzontal immobility I bavo ,
promizad you somowhat tsmpers yous trans-
ports? Evidently yor are not a soan of acldon, l
warquls; negollstlon, I imagine, is mowo Lo,
your taste thaa fighting. Lel us negotiale, by |
all means, If you prefer {f. You have readesed
yoursolf Ltable io &ll tho palna and penalhfes ,
attachleg to the borrible crime of Rse-majests,
bot for alf ajn theww la forglveness, I, myself, |
am disposed Lo bo oloment, and, therefnre, 1,4
will lanve tq you the riglit 1o fix tha amount of
your ranson, AL the same time, L hegson to
bear tn miud-Jo carefully oconaldoring tho
quottion of mmount~~ihat the latger the sum ,
yoc declde on uawmlng, the strouger willbe ihe |
evidenco of your cnontiition an4 10 ODw.# v 08N
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I was wrong in not instantly according to you
an attention worthy of your desort.”

" Ab, marquls, yout flattoy ma!”

uNot at sM--] do you no more than slmplo
juatico. T whall be surprized, captalin, it wo do
19t in tho end besomeo exoallont friends®”

aThe honor would Bo &ll o8 myside UBut
et us roturn, T beg, to tho subject of your ran.
som

#With pleasure.  You sae that T am Adlapnged
o mako tho greutost snorificss”

“ T nm happy to hoar you wy s, warquis, [,
an my part, am animatsd by o spirit of oxtromo
o0 10fliation. Pray make your proposal.”

Tho marquls do s Tromblals, after a mo-
wmont’s reflection, was abagt to reply, whor tho
Damo d'Erlnuges approashod Wlm with n mn-
Jostio bearidg, and {a grave tono safd *

«plonstour lo Aarquis, it ts time to put an
ond to this usoless discusston. What is the
good of your prolosding to betleve what Mon.
steur do Aaurevort has boen eaylog to you,
wliou you know that In my presonoo youa are
safe from any atterpt at violence? It wasby
your own freo will thal you camo jnto my
chateau, snd you are now froo L0 leavo it when.
evor It ploases you to do so, If tlie insult which
you have recelved had como from oue of my
sorvanis I should have hzmbly beggod of you
to oxouse {8, but {1t banunel:!;x my digoity nor
rank to Intorfers in 8 Qu T of gontlen - a,
Marquis, I saluto you."

« Horps of Plulo!” cried Do Maurevert, ¢ this
18 ploasant. What! am I not to navo the right
of discussing with my prisoncr the terms of his
ransom t"

st You are my guest, Captain de Maurovert,”
repliod tho Damo &’Erxlanges, wldly, « and that
quality assures you on my part considerablo
condsscension ; do not, I eptreat of you, compol
mo to romind you that I alono am ralstress
hare. arquls, T repeat, I will not dotaln you
any longer 1

«Tho fact {s, my poor ocaptein,” eaid the
marquls, siily, “there 18 no denying what Ma-
dome d’Erlanges says. I ani truly distressed at
your misadventure. Bot do not bo down.
hearted ¢ porhaps somethiug may turn ap to
oompensate you for thiz ilitle disappoliitment,
£ 1t would not he 100 groatly taxing your com-
platsance wight T ask you 10 accorapany me to
tho gates of the chatean ™

#71 am at yonr ordors, monstour,” repllad the
cAplaln, furiously biting his moustache,

Tho manquls, whofrom the t'me of hiy arrivat
bad not removed bis cap, moved towards thy
doar without offoring any salutation to tho Namea
d’Erlanges.

“As to you,” ho sald, In passing Racul, “ wo
shall meet again.”

st {éaven send It may LO spoedily, and on
noutrat ground,” replied the chevalior.

At o instant bf passing from tho room, the
marquis appeared xuddenly to remombor somes
thiug, and reidraiug upon his stops, orossed to
where Diane stond motionieas aid pale fn tha
darkest coruor of tho room.

After tooklpe at tier for a moment in stlonce,
he sald, 1o 4 tons of voloo at onto encorlog aod

lonate,

©To tnditce we 0 forget this morning, and
obtain pardon for your motber, you wili have to
bond youropposition to my wishes,”

Tadignation dashad fromt the eyes of the
sharming girl. The marquly bowed; then taking
Do Maurevert’s arm, left tho room.

Onoe 1n tho conrlysrd of the chateau, he
stopped, and after agsuring himrelf that 2o one
was withih earshot, thus addresset the captaiu.

« Lot us loge no time Jb useless talk,” he sald,
« Do not attompt to decelvo me. Though 1 seo
you to-day for the first time, I know you aa
well g4 §f wo hiad lived togother {07 ten yearsio.
umately. Your cousolence I3 of the mast
socommodatiog kind,  Yon havo R0 sctuples,
yoo 40 aot helleve ‘o “emorse, o0d Juu V0
money.”

u MarquisP*

« DI T vot tell you 1t in of 00 tsw attewmpting
to deoelve mo T You hava too much good soose
for me to go round aboul with you ; therpiore, L
coxe to the point directly and al onco—you

«Xdo. What thent?

19ve mouey.”

Wil You enter lotv my yuarral, sud aslp
tno to avenge 1t?  Thore are fAve hgadrod sun |
crowna® Lo be galned.”

“ The stind (s Bol gnormaus,” replied Do Maus
revort ; v but bofvre wd discdss tho amount, dray
lnform 7o agalnst whols your ceogeunce is (o
be chrrted ogt. 1 1t tgalnt theso Dames db |
Erlnugea®? 1o thal 0as0 §acocoph 1koow oo.
{uloy of them personully.”

“Vory good, Bal my veogoance dues 0ol |
stop at this vilé old Huguenot sorceress! I
{ncludes that miserabls adventurer wuo baa pus
spon rie the most mmd{] of all affronts, who,
hne drrod to glvd mo thallo? Thia Chevauet
8“{“ ¢ 1 desire ray vengeance o cyual the

adtrage, that it shoukl terrify the whoiv of
e red ctowua do not ap.:

1f Aive hubd

Advergno’ 1 ic
ou dbougls, 1 will double the gum.,”

pear Lo you
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oorns you mor- than it does ma; why should 1] there wore soveralother nlapes of resort. Tho
bo & salul? Only, amobg &1l $his | persons belioved to have been initiatod &t their

protend
heap of Viced, T poasets, matqguld, oo snall
virtue* I reapoot my word.  For all .ho troa-
suros i the vorld [ wouldn't break my outa.”

i Now, you maust know, margutis,” ho cons
tinued, “thnt Rnoul and mysel? contmoted no
fator thaa yestordsy a jenguo of frjondship—a
dofonsive alliance. If T had only had the good
fortuue to havo mot you forty-elght hours cariter
~but now the ovll Ia done, aud wo must fesign
durselves totho conseqnonces Butifyon willal-
Jow mo I will Iwlllaotsay glve you & word of
advtce, but make o suggestion; do not think of
attacking this lttlo chovallor—ho™s o tiger!
Our acquaint .gco commenced yesterday, swond
in hand. I Datter mysolf that 1 play veory
grotiily with sword and dagger, and should not
fear to stand fuco to oo with Heroules him.
solf; well! will you bollovo It?~thls Raowl,
aven ta thils moment I cannot undorstand how
ho dld it—in loss time than 1t takes me to toll
you, bad mo on the ground, lhis kneo on my
cheat and his dggger at my throat. To that you
roply that you do not intoad to meo. tho che.
vallor yourself, but leave him to be dealt with
by your servanis., Very woll. Do you know
what will bo the rosuit?--that his aword wiil
serve your handsomonaetof apoatles in the same
fashioh—whlch svould bo a pity. Trast to my
oxperionge, marquis, and lot the ulthir drop.”

«% am most gbliged to you for your infor.
mation, my doar captals,” roplied tho marquls
ooldly, “and will endenvor to proft by your
advico. We are arrived at tho poatern: I will
vot trouble you further, Moualourdo Maurevert.
I hope we shall meat again.”

As soan us8 ho was out of thoe chatean, tho
Marquls do In Tremblals ropald himszelf by a
volioy of cathas for tho partial rostraint ho had
boea abliged to put npon himsetlt,

« Bouolss.™ he crtod to tho chief of the apos.
tles, *“the Chateau do Thuve contsins a wretch
namod 8Sforzl, before a wrok has passod this
man muost bo in my power, A aundrod gold
orowns for you if you succeed-~the gallows if
you fa{l! I acoept bolorehnnd responsidiliuy for
all thq means you moy eraploy 1o the exccution
of my orders. 1low will you ges to recoguize
Rim 2"

+{ have already seen bim, manselgnour.”

« When was that?”?

« Yastorday, monseignens. Hg wus in com-
pany with the glant who struck me.”

+Nothlng could bo betteri” cricd the mare
quis, “This glant, Caplain de Maurever:. s the
only support possossed by 8forsr,  You uuder.
stand ? I put no restrioiton on you,"”

«Ba under o approhension, smousefgneur,”
roplied tho chict of tho anpostles, in a hoarse
voloo, whilo & staisler smile playod about his
hideous featutes, * Your yish shall be accom.
plished.”

+ Ono lasl wond, Benoist—the obevaller must
be dellvered 100 my bands Uvingl—Hving ! for
asimple stad ofa polgoard would not satisfy
my vengeanca.”

»You shall have him, iiving, monseigneur.
Asto Capaln de Maurevert—"

« About him I caro ooi~1 leave him to you.”

+1 hnmbiy shank yoo, moonseigoenr,” repiled
Beooist, with a fendlsh sparkie tn his deep.sot
oyaos,

('0 De coniénuod.y
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WITCHCRAFT

It was tn Uorme.y tuae Lho sulet i witohe
eratt scoms o bave ryt takéa tust Jark, uys.
tematical form whbioh held so fearful a sway
OvVer man's minds {4 the sixteonth and seven-
teenth centuries, There tho wllder «uparutitions
of the ancient Teufunlo creed have been pre.
sorvad in groater foros than (n any other part
of uraps. The plous legends of Uwsarius of
Helsterbe-h, who tluurished u the earller past
of iho thirteenth century, arp litiio bower than
% mess Of ktorles of magic and sorcery. The
{magldatflve feellngn of tho people, and tho
wilg chardcter of mauy parta of ihe country,
were peouliarly caltulated w fostor snpersile
tlong f this character,

In fuct, wo Hixy thero truco back distinctly
most of o clrcuinatances of tho ecariier belief
relating to witbherull to sue myluology of tbo
ante-Christtan ‘perlod. The grand night of
meoting of the uermac wilchea was tho night
of 8t. Walpurgts, which unswered to one of the
roliglous feafirals of tho foutonic tabes before
their ohverslon. fu alor-Umes two otbor
niguts of abnual assembly ware added—thoss
of tho fematy of, St. Jobn anf 5t. Bartuocliomew.
It Iy probable that, 8 L urtsttanily galnod groany
and becams estanfished a8 tho religlon of Lho
state, the old reilgious fesuvare, to which tbe
lower ard nQ)um ignorant pargof the peope, &l
particularly the weuker sux (morv savoepublo
of sapersiitiowy (eoliugs);, wWero sull aviached,
wero ovlobitated In solilary places and tn prie
vate, and thoss wio frequented them Were

; brandol aa witshes and soroerers, wko met to.
“By d0log a0 you wotild nerely doudle the,

gether o hold communion with demons, for us

horror with selileh £ rogulse your atrycious , sich €ho oarlier Chiristiany looked upon sli the

assomblioa woro looked upon with droad, for
thoy wore supposed to be capablo of Injuring
peoplo 1 various ways, both In thelir persons
and thelr posscastons, and thelr malico wes
capeclally directed agallist Uttle childron.

uno of tho carllpsd trials for witcherafl, une
connected with other offences, on tho Continent,
18 that of & Woman in tho bishoprio of Wovars,
on the nurthern bonders of Italy, aboul the
mtddie of the fourteenth century ;. and it {llus.
tratos thio gonornl ballef woioa also prevatied ir
Gormany at that period. It appears, from tho
slight account which remains of this trial, that
the bollefr then held by tho Church was that
women of this class oould by their touoh or
look fuscinato men, or childmn, or beasts, so as
to produce sickness and doath; and thoy bolleved
farther that they bad dovoted their own souls
10 the demon, t0 whom &iso they had dono por-
sonal homage, afler having trampled under foot
the figure of thocroes, [oc these offynoces thoy
were judged by the most leatned theologlans o
bo worthy of holng burat at the stake,
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Quito o large number of porsans were asvom-
bled o for dayssince atibe Lo Grool House,
Netw York, Fourth Avenue, to witness the feed-
ing of a boa.constrictor belonging to Mr. Parks.
The antmal bad had nothing to eat for over \wo
weeks, and was oconsequontly in & coadition of
uunger which served to make the exhibition
more interesting. It Is kept in a box with a
glass Loy, pinced directly tu front of & register,
whereby {t recelves a degree of heat reminding
it to somo extent of ita native African climato.
Whon this box wasdrawn out into the centre of
the room and tho cover raised, the lengthy
snako—more than seven feet—slowly crawled
around the interior, his necck bardly thicker
than a manb's wrist, and the rest of the body
comparatively attenuated, I oup corner of the
apartmont was s basket contalning fonr snow-
whito rabbits, nibbling and mununching thelr
food, totally unconsclous of thels approsobing
fato ; tho largost of thoso was first given to tho
snake. 8til crawling, the thin peck kopt con.
stantly roving sround the wlilo tho rabbit
cowered as if dreading ho knew not what. Scon
the anale saw bim. Gathering baok nearly a
toot ho waited for a chance tostrike, Just then
the rabbit turned his head and approached, as
ne’d done eoversl times before, to.touch the
soeko’s head. Tho small eyea gleamed, ths
narrcw forkod tonghie shot {n and out likkea
whip-thong, and in an jnstant, quickst than
the watching eyo could follow the motion, the
reptile catghs him by the nose, At the same
moment, the long, siim body was wrapped
around the. rabbit in threo folds, Tighteming
quickly, the skin of tho snako deoame rough
and corrugated; it glistened with a stracge,
shiny tustre not hitherto observable, and was
wrinkled 1n numberioss hitle olrciing riogs.
«Bunny™ utlersd no aqueak,gave no sign of
vitality, with the ¢xoceptlon of & stmple convui-
sive kick. Ho was ovidently “sumfbcated soon
after the catobing; he felt 0o pa'n, but diod
easlly. For soms minotes ¢he saske stayed
thus, tho folds contracting, the skin becoming
rougher, and the Justre doepenlig. Then the
small, joathery bead drow dack from the oir-

cumvolved rabbdlt, and the keen eye ed it
oL o

cm;luomu. The nﬁigsa"mm and more,
antil poor «Bunny” scemed to be.nojonger by
half than "ok bat fashionsd hirg,» 8o pre-

pared for swallowing, the snake commsenoed that
operation, 13 thp popular opintop,
ho did aot covet tie ahlmal with sauvs, but
began abscrbing him withont funther ecromony.
Tb L === Jaw dropped, axtending (o quite 13 Da-
tural shee, amsi s rabb{f's head Was gentiy suck.
ed in, Next, the skin, seeminogly looss, wrinkied
fnto irregular crcasea near tho neck, as if the
spake weare shrugglog 1ta shoaldars. As these
wrinklea straightoned out the rabbis disappeared
down tixe gaping juwa, - sUpPngiy,- 1V ghided
away antil there was left of- 1t tug-ths tafl and
hind fogs: A fimal -golp, and these; oo, wers
gone. The wriakies sl orawied snc cropt
over the snaka’s ekin, while hils food cowld be
pialoly zeen passing down hix pody. A reut
waa nuw given: him, though shortly hiy move.
menls And the swift darting of his tongus,
showed Liin to bo rerdy (ur fursher food. “Again s
rabblt was placed-fathe box, dutalthingh once
struok it showed such skilt tn dodging thesnako
that by unanimous dosiro of iha spoiators he
was taken out and roxtored (0 his formor siate
of unthizking happinesss Qhc noxt ono was
isefscteaily selrod | Escapmng thn stroke, tbo
rddly flad to & -Oormer, but in An INSLADL Was
. aspod by the hind leg and enwrspped in thick
oolls, The oposstion did 4ot 0OOUPY MOTG tme
then would & finsh of lghtning. Witk a fow
faint squoaks tho rabbit- was aead, and was lat.
surely swallowoed ke bls predecessor. Althongh
fout werd providad, twoonly wers eaten, ang
fhaving accomplistiod the doglutsion of thase

tho anake carod {or Do mors Ag an inoi-
dant in - observatlon of natural history tho sight
wes ontertaining, aun ail 1o more 50 Lhat the
rabblts were killed sosaddonly that thetr suman
ing was flmost oothing, N
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A new wnd wondorful beauty hes dawnosw
upon. Romo-—an Austrian Prin

offor,” arlod De Maoroverl, !n & (onw tust ) bustheh gods. This glves 0s an oagy explause
-grz'xed axd astonlsned ﬁu?:’;mxoonw. o Mare | tlojt of the manuee t which the heathen wore
qly de 1A Tremblals, you have formod & very shi)), Lecamo transfbrmed tnia tho wicherast in
Roohiratc catimatls b{ ma . oy, consclence ta ung ¢ tho Middis Agos

of 186 moat acodminodating, X dolaoghal all | Atanearly poriod 1t was commanty belloved
scrizples, X lova mounoy, cmﬁ 1 d0 not bollevo In | Faut e witchos rode thruugh the ait to the
vomorks § 16 & wond, I T wore hota, gentleman, | PlRos of roudexvous on zeods and siicks, or od
X might bo fAlrly be trosted asaAscoundret, That | Besoms, whlcll iaties wero tho asticlo resdiost coss Farsteme
» Captain,” ho replisd 10 & softonod voloe, &1 !ty traak, T Ahfuke Bl wo nta alone, and it oon- ) & KA 10 wotoen of tuis clasuis soclety, Tho | burg, alarge, dark woman, with man-ixetair,

oht4f pince of meeting at tho great aunual witol- { huye colflure,. {4 black
have eiways bold ten of judgmant In derious l 2T 1581, the &u gu Kiodl, the gold coln, wia | festivils In Germany sppoars 1o Lave boe, | roul‘o mwmu: :nm Yonus 3‘:’ R{J‘}ﬁrﬁ."”zﬁ;
cousklaration and great esteetn.  Your weg' of ! worth from sixty to sixty-Ave sels—olghtsen to

. from an oarl'er period, tho Brogkon Mountaly, | h and werds can bp hoard -Rauses {{ge
oakiog ab things pleass mo much,  Tnec that | twenty francsof the pwescnt ks, the highest part of tho wild Hark chaln, but ﬁ ) e bo : ek . l»“.- '

wo much repout haviug defied his sovsrelgnl 1
Awall Four answern, nl” U, I
Doting tho delivary of (his addruss & SLRDES §
oamo ovot Ltho az ! the marquia, -The |
expromion of fury whioh bad conirzcled his)
foaluros passed oo of his MMoo-«hia threetaniag |
atliinde guve place to & look, If uot of humbie.
088, A lozd of piscid tesiguRlon. .. .
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