than many other Euruopean nations.  Whilst the
emperor of Russin was sending £10,000 for the re-
tief of the Greeks at Constautinople, and the king
of France seue.  ; his agents to ransom them from
eaptivity in Iigypt—1ve were literally dolag noth-
ing. ‘The greater portion of the money which he
had recoived, when at Coastantinopls, came from
the Society of Frisnds. (Applause.)

The Marquis of Cholinondley returned thanks,
aad the meeung veparated.—-Collection, 63/, ils.

D e ———

CHRISTIANITY IN THE EAST.

Extracts from the Speech of J. S. Buckinghom. Eeq.
delivered ai the clecenth Anniversary of the Whitby
Audziliary Bible Society, on Friday, Sept, 18, 1829

The first of the Eastern countries which it was
my lot to visit, a3 a traveller, was Egypt; and it
was, of course, ‘mpossible forme to tread the banks
of .the Nile, fromr amwung the balrushes of which
Moesce was tahen up by the daughter of Pharoah—
to traverse the land of Gushen, or cross the Red
Sea to the Dosert of Wan fering—to behold the stu-
pendous monusnicuts, in th3 erection of which, it is
at Jeast prohable, the enslaved and captive Israelites
wero cuploved—and not feel an additional intorest
inevery thit; conneeted with its Scriptural kistory;
or to be iodiffercot to the state and conditicn of the
Eoog)lo, among whom those Scriptures were still

eld in estcemn.  The Government of that country,
/s you are awaro, is in the haunds of the Mauhowe-.
dans, by whom Christianity is rojected, and its pro-
fessors suhijected to disabilitics and oppressions.—
Accordingly the circulation of the Scriptures is ex-
tremely limited in Egypt. Nevertholess, inasmuch
as there is sull a number of professing Christinos,
of the several scets denominated as Grecks, Arme-
nians, Copts, Nestorizns, Maronites, &e. having re-
ligisusestablishments and ploces of worshipin Egypt,
the introduction of the Scriptures among them might
uot be 2 wark of difficulty, and from them the more
readily pass into the hands of those who would be
otherwise iuaccessible ; while, in consequence of
tho degraded and cotrupt state of the Christians
thewselves, it mnay be saud that the Scriptares, if
presented ia a lunguage in which they could bo fa-
wmiliarly read, would be hikely to effect as great a
change amoug thew as among those who profess
not their faith: for scarcely any thing can be con-
ceived more remote from the simple purity of Chris-
tianity than the rites, ceremonies, and-dogmas, de-
signated-by thmt namo in the East.

‘The cauntries that ¥ noxt visited, and which may
well be assocsated together on this occasion as one,
namely, Palastive and Mosopotamin, posscssed a
still stronger Scriptural interest than even Egypt:
for, while gazinz on the walls anid towers of Jeru-
salem,—crossiug the brook Kedron by the poo! of
Siloam,~treadnz the mount of Olives, and enter-
inthezhany and Bethphage, Bethlehem and Naza-
reth,~who could be indifferent to the Sacred
Volume that recorded all the events of whick these
spots were the scenes and  witnesses ?—If T bathed
myseif in the waters of the Jordan, or lingerad on
the shores of the Dead Sea,—if I hung with delight
og the gloribas prospects from Lebanon, or roposed
among the bowers of Damascus,—in short, whato-
ver path my footstee: traced, whether it led me
through the ruins of T'yre and Sidon, or the ficlds
and vallies of remoter solitudes, every rock, and
svery emincace.—everybrook aad every rivulet had
its own sspecial histury, aod roused up a thousand
Scriptural asssociations. Yet here, too, as inEgypt,
the governreent is in the hands of Mahomedans ;
and thangh there are not wanting professing Chrie-
tansin consideralle nomber anﬁ variety, both as
residents and ws pilgrims; yet the Scriptures are so
little known and understood among and s0
little vigiiance is exorcised by those whoss duty it is

0 be was: active in the csuse, that they corres-
pond exactly with the description given by the pro-
phet, whan ke spesks of the **ehep t slosp™
while the fold is in danger, and the watchmea w
slumirer™ while the citadal is iav.

ln,Meto{I)otamh. the ess is even greater
still. At Ur, of the Chaldees, the birth of
Abcaham, aod averall thepntr{’i:yoﬂ groat
river Eopbeates, Clustianity ic 20d lees te b

found, even in aame, and still more remote frem
its original purity in character; so much so, ‘that
there 38 onesoct, who consider. thomelves b}nh

RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL:

this, they are frequently bound down with cords and

sowe degres Christiuns, as they proless to fullgyy »
gospel of Bt. John: but theircluim to that ap_pell-
lation may be judged from the fuct of their actunily
puying divine houours to Satun, and quoting & pas.
sage of their Gospel in their defenco.  Lho asful
ruins of Nineveh und Babylon stand upon the banks
of their respective straathy, the Tigris and Euplra-
tes, in all the sileut gloom ‘of upter desolation 5 and
traversing their vast remains with the Seriptural
descriptions of their grandeur fresh iv my recoilee-
tion, it was impossible not to feol all the saduuss
which characteriscd the captivo Israelites of old,
when, instead of singing tho songs of Zion, us in
happier days, they buug their harps upoa the willows,
and sat themsclves down by the waters of Bubylon
and wept.

In passing from thence into Persia, thero was not
much improvement, although there a ray of hope
bad began to illumine the geperal darkness. 1n
every part of tbat country, the European character
is so highly respected, that alinost auy measure com-
ing fromn Europeans, and Euglishmen especially,
would be sure to meet with less resistauce than 1
any other part of the Mahomedan world. W lnle
Persia is, therefore, quito as destitute as all the other
countries of Asia, in a moral and religious scnso,
it appears to me that it offers a less ohstructed
chanpel for the introduction of a great chaunge in
this particular respect, than in uoy other of the sur-
rounding States. inay add to this general zsser-
tion, a fact which came under my own personul

 observatien, and which tends to show what might

be done in Persia by judicious men and judicious
measures. ‘The Rev. Heury Martyn, whose name
must be familiar to most of you,and whose character
stands high wherever his name 1s known, was in
Persia just previous to the period of my passing
through that country: and at Shiraz I met with se-
veral mollahs or teachers of the Mahomedan faith,
from whom 1 learnt that Mr. Martya’s life and con-
versation had produced the most surprising effect, in
softening the usual hostility between Mahomedans
and Christians ; that the moest learned Muftis had
conversed frecly with him, on poinis of faith and
doctrine. and that thoy had come ta tho conclusion.
that thers were not such insuperable Larricrs be-
tween thom, as they bad at first conceived. Sucha
step as this is most importent—hecause from the
moment thoso who are in error can be brought to
listen patieatly to the truth, hopes may bo entertain-
ed of its finul trivraph; for, as Milton has beauti-
fully observed, * though all the winds of doctrine
were let loose upon the earth, so tsuth be among
them, wo need not fear. et her and falsebood
grapple : who ever knew her to be put to the worst
in a freo and open ¢ncouvter?”

From Persia 1 proceeded to India, and there I ve-
mained as a resident for several years. It might be
expected thatin a country so fong under ovr domin-
ion as that had been, the sawe backwardness with
respect to the spread of truth and sound religion
would ot have becn observed ; but 1 regret 1o say,
thatwhile in India the rejgn ofisuperstition is more
widely spread, and moro terrible in its degrading
eflects, than in any of the countries I have yet
mentioned, the ohstacles thrown in the way of those
who are impatient to substituge a better orler of
things, are quite as greatas in either of them. Let
me meution only one or two of the revolting prac-
tices which their superstition engondered, and still
upholds; and you will then sce what a vast field
hundred millions of beings so immersed in darkness
must afford for British benevolence, and Christian
reformation.

The most popularly known of thete Indian rites
is that of the burning of the Hindoo widows on the
funeral piles of their busbands: to such a frightful
extentis this carried. that, in the course of ten years,
aecording to a Parliaineatary Report made on this
subject, nearly seven thovsand Indizn widows were
burat alive! Even ifthe practice were, undoubted-
1y enjoined by their sacred books, and were ziways
performed voluatarily, there is: sqmqthingain itso
evolting to bumanity that it ooght not o be permit-
ted; but it rests upon very deabtlel authority, even
in their own writings, oue of the Toet learned of the
Brahmins haviug writtea several works yo showtiaat
the prictise isat least o ,,and of compaia-
;iw yfte'cent datb ¢ and u‘r_by»fag.a greater :;:m-

of cases, it is not voluasery, the parties being
drugged with opiates, deladed ¥y priests, and terri-

Bed by threats,: inte -complianes,. -Ja- sddition to

ligutures to the funeral pile, sothat their escape
would be ispossible, howover mnuch they might ds-
siro it; and in those few instances in winch the
parties hayve been lelt unbonud, and have lenped off
tho pile as soon as the finmes began to envolupe
their slchuer frames, they have been most iwhuman-
ly seized by the fanatic bystauders, anu flung back
again to the fawes, with thewr scorched and wnan-
pled limbs dropping from off' theswr bodies, thus expirs-
wg awidst the most horrid and protrncted tortures
thut the human iwagtuativn cap concerve. Aund all
this, under the sunction, by the suthority, aud with
the couutenauce and protection, of 0 Goverpmeont
calling itself Cliristan, that of the Lust India
Company.

W hat appears to me to add greatly to the horror
of this diubolical suenifice, is the consnleration that
it pugs out of existeuce those who ure the mast wor-
thy to live:—as, whatever there way be of volun-
tary submission to this rite on the par? of those whe
atro its victuus, st spring from ono of these mo-
tives :—either, first, the dovotional motive, or a wil-
huguess to ofier up hife and all that can endeav it,
rather thana forfeit the hope of future happiness, or
incur the displeasure of the Supreme Being—which
though their faith be grounded in error, they may
most siucerely believe, and act upen in ths way they
think most counducive to that end :—or, Secouuly,
the dowmestic motive, an extrome attachment to the
object of their affections, and an uowillingness to
survive him who was not merely their husbavd and
irotector, hut their best and only fricnd :—cr ‘Third-
y, the social motive—or an abhorrence of living in
asocicty without the full participation in its ho-
nours and enjoyments, #nd an upwillingness to
have their lives prolonged, if they could only live as
outcasts, repudiated by their velatives and fumilies,
and despised by strangers as well as frivnds. These
appear to me o bo the only conceivable motives of
such asubmission to seffering on the part of the un-
sortunate, but still amiable and interesting widows
of the East,  And yet, surely, thesc arc motives
which prove what excollent materials must exist in
a society capable of preduciug such instances of self
devotion, for the construction of a better snd hap-
pier community. For who is there among us, that
docs not hanour, with the highest distinction, the fo-
male pemtent and devotee, who, rather than do that
which should forfeit ber hope of hieaven, would sa-
crifice herlifeand all she held at ber disposal? Who
is there among us, that does ot equally honous with
our syinpathy and our admiration, the yourg ond
affectionate widow, whose sorrow at the death of
her husband and lord, so surpasses all ordinary
bounds, as to eviuce itsclf in paroxysms of grief that
drive the unbappy victims sowmetimes on the verge
of insanity, and leave her in such a state as will
permit.her to see nothing but perpetval gloom in the
prospect of the future, so that if the subliwe faith of
Chnistiapity nad not taught her self-destruction was
a crime against the awful majesty of the Creator,
she would be as mush disposed asthe Indian widow,
to sink at oaco into the grave that scems about 1o
close upon the remains of all that the earth held dear
in her estimation?  Who, I inay also 23k, can there
bie among us, who does not equally henour the fe-
male, be she virgin, wife or widow, whose strongest
fecling nest to dovotion, is her love of an unsullied
reputation, who could not bear the thovght of sus-
taining existence otherwise than honourably, and
who would rather die a thousand deaths, than live
to have the finger of scorn pointed at her as oae who
bad outlived ber untainted name!  And shall ajt
these bo dccmed virtues in Britain, and vieces in
Hindoostan? Itis impossible. The motive is in
both cases squally honouruble : and the iisdirec~
tion of that motive in the case of the Indianwidows,
appears to me only to strengthen their claims on our
sympathy asd commiseration—as, where 30 goed:
a sotl exists, tho seed cannot be sowa in vain.

The other abomipablo rite of which I shall now
speak, (for I confine myself to the two promiceut
ones, although there are a bundred that might be
detailed,) is the Pilgrimage to Juggernaut. - This it
the name-of the idol which is worshipped ata plaee:
calied Pooree, on the sea-coast of Orissa; betwoess
Madras and Beugal, aud te whose sbriva pilgrima~

are made from different parts of India. . The
ves anaually sacrificed to this monstroue ido} ses-
pass all credibility ; but it may bs sufficient toesy

that'the approsth to the- templé it idicatsd,: fof



