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the religious intorcourso of kiudred minds. By this
monas, languishing ploty is rovived, ond decayivg
zeal oxcited into flame. And so mowmontous nro
thoio priuciplss, that wa wauld not eonsider our-
selves to have writton to you ia vain, if by means
of this carrespondence, wo may inhale a larger por-
tion of holy zcal and ardent dovotion. Wo have
hoard of tho delightful events which are taking place
in your huppy land 3 of rovivals of religion, almost
overy where oxperionco:l; aud of tho examples of
ministerial fidolity and success, which in many pla-
ces prosont themsolvos. We cannot contemplate
these things with indiferenco. We hail with juy
th~ nows of your visitation from above; and con

gratulate you as our doar Christian brethren on the
signal display of Almighgy power and graco with
which you have bzen favoursd by such rovivals.
But wo are uot forgetfnl of the blossings which we
enjoy in our own belovod country. She has been,
and we hope, still is one of the favorites of Heaven.
The ministers of religion, are, we think, incroasing
in zeal, aul ovangelical sentiment. A numerous
portion of our countrymen arc decidedly religious,
and by their perponderating influcn e give a health-
ful feeling to the morality of our country.

Our Societics for benovolent and religious purpo-
sos are numerous, and gain 2 laudable degree of
support.  Our Sahbath ovening schools arc nume-
zous, and in general well attended.  lnstitutions are
established among us for encouraging social prayer
among the young, and woare happy to say, thatin
car town, juvenile prayer meetings are by no means
untroquent:  Thero are several city 1aissions, who
employ ageuts to perambulate the dwellings of the
poor and profligate, and to invite their attention to
their ctorual interests. ‘There are several city mis-
sions of thi» deseriptinn in London, in Edinburgh.
in Glasgow, and i Paisley. The Glasgow city
mission has beon maintained for more than two
yoars. It employed ton agents during the last year,
and at presout omploys nearly twenty, The disco-
vories made by these missionaries, of ignorance and
frreligion, aro truly lamcn!ublc..uud furnish a pow-
erful stimulus to increased oxertion.

We have several Socicties for the instruction and
improvemeat of our Celtic countrymen.  Education
is maXking progress in the romante gle , and inthe
rude and rocky slands of the North.

There oxists in this town oue of these societics.
1ts ohject is to promote the preaching of the gospel.
It employs cight agents, most of them occasional,
who have itinerated in an extent of country contain-
ing 416,000 inhabitante. They have done much
good, aund awakened the attention of their hearers
to the gospol. At first their message was slighted,
but now itis eagerly listencd to. In one Island,
(the Lewis) the gospel too has a powerful influcnce.
‘The Sabbath has heen reswored toits formerly decay-
ed honors, the tone of morality raised, and it is be-
lieved, many sinners converted.  But in no part of
the world do the principles of tho gospel reign with
more uncontrolled sway than in your happy coun-
try. It is there that we behold ro'igion and the
church unmunnacled by th2 shack'es o. socular pow-
er, and uninjured by the influ nco of priestly domi-
nion. We cansider oarseives mo ¢ closely allied to
the Preshyierian church in Aswme ica than to any
other, Aund woe fo:l satisficd, that though between
us the Atlantic roars, and the wide chasm of dist-
ance eTects a pessonl separation, yot you will ex-
tend to ui, as we extend to you, the arm of fra‘ern-
al affection, and weleome us as yourhamble brothren

in Cunisr.

W. Dunnix, Secretary.
)-GO

Deatn or Mr. Trersax.—Thoscauso of mis-
sions has met with a severo loss in the death of the
Rev. Daniel Tyorman, an agent of the London
Missirnary Socicty, who has been employed for so-
ve ' years in visiting the missions of that Society.
He dicd at Madagascar, on his return to England
fro:. the South Sea Yslands, China and Hindestan.
Thoe results of his lahours aro preserved in a journal
foniarded to the Socicty, and partly published.
But the Society and the genoral cause of missions
lament, in his death, the loss of one more devoted
scrvant and martyr in their service.

. The death of the King of Madagascar, Redama,
1s coutained in the same ivtelligence. A man who
has distinguished his reign, by his efforts to advance

gdom i civilization—by his friendship to

missionaries aud their views., Mo s said to have
sent two of his sons to England to be educatod.
Religious Intelligencer.
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Extract from a Leller fro)u Mr. M'Kenny, dated
Cultura, Aprid 21st, 1827,

Qn Sunday, the 11th ult. we witnessed an exceed-
ingly interesting scene in vur Chapel here, during the
English service.  Wallegeddere Piedassi Terrunanse,
the lenrned High Priest of the Budhist temple of
Winsidugamima, in the Roygam Korle, took his seat
in his rakes, ta (rone of the pulpit, with the intention
of publicly renonncing idolutry, of making a professi-
on of his bekief in Christinnity, and of laying aside
his pricstly vestments,  The Chapel was well filled,
and the virandus crowded with natives, whom curi-
osity had brought 1ogether.  The colicctor nnd family,
and assistant collector, the head modeliar of the dis.
trict, wmd Petrus Panditti Sekera, (the first Budhist
priest convetted in the island, and now a government
native preacher of this district,) were present, and
fele a lively interest in the service; ndeed 1 ought to
mention, that the collector, C. E. Luayard, Esq. came
frams Colombio on purpuse to bie present on this oce
cusion.  Brother Roberts preached a very appropri-
ate sermon, and unmediately after, the priest stood
up, and facing the people, reud an address in Singha-
lese, drawn up by himself; and immediately after,
\Mr. Poulier. aur Assistant Brother, read a correct
translation of the priest’s paper, from which the fol-
towinyg are scicctions —

“ My dear friends,—It is now fifteen years since
was comtitutd a priest of Budhu, For four years
[ held the office of Sumeunvers, or assistant ; after
which [ was elevated to that of Upasumpade, by
which 1 was invested with all the honours and pow-
ers of the priesthood.  During this long period {’w:\s
diligently employed in reading the sacrel books of
the religion in which Ihud been educated, in order
to my being well informed on the subjects on which
they treat, and to my obtaining the salvation of wy
soul. Inaddition to my own researches I had the
counsel and instructions of several learned priests:
but from uli I bave read and heard I can derive nc
comfort 10 my soul,—the statemerts of the books in
gencrul being of u kind which I could not believe,
beeanse I conld not reconcile them with reason.

« While suffering under these distracting circum-
stances, 1 thought of speaking to a friend of mine,
named Don I’av d de Alwis Wikkramasinha Gunese-
kou Appohawy, schoolmaster of the Wesleyan Mis-
sion School in Wissidugamma, who I understood had
some knowledze of the Christian religion ; and while
conversing with hinr on the subject of both religions
i friendly but free debiate for many days, 1 was at
last felly convinced in wyself that there must be a
Creator of the world, & Saviour, and forgiveness of
sin; and cave to the conclusion, that there was no
~alvation for my soul in any other religion that is
professed in these countries but the Christian.  With
this persunsion I weat to the house of the Rev., J.
M<Kenny, in Caltura, and got a tract, cuntaining the
histary of the creation of the world, &e. which 1
carcfully read ; and after it a book called the Gos-
pels. 1 was truly convinced that these writings were
not of men, becuuse wicked men would not write the
good things which ure therein contained, and good
men, if written hy themselves, would not have said
thut they were of God : from which lamnled to be-
lieve that they are the holy Scriptures.

It isulso very cvident to me, from many consi-
derations, that the visible world could never have
come into cxistence of itself, and that the God of
heaven is the author of it, and not any other being,

“ To what 1 have already stated 1 wish to add, that
Uhave a hope of pardon for all the sins [ bave com-
mitted doring the time of my ignerance, from the
Almighty Gad the Futhcl',thrmlglﬁv the Saviour Jesus
Christ; and that 1 shall get to heaven and enjoy all
happiness there throngh the same Lord.

“ lItis only a few weeks since I took my leave of
my temple for ever; and since then, sull wearing my
rohes, 1 have resided with Mre. Poulier, the Assistant
\lissionary, witk  “.om I have daily united in Chris-
tinn worxhip ; ard [ now come openly, in the pre-
sence of this Congregation, and declare all tnese
things. 1 tay aside my robes, and as an humble Jearn-
er of the right way, tuke my place among you 1 and
the priver of my heart to the God Omnipotent is,
that us 1 rc{oicc tn embracing this faith, that all ather
heuthens ulso may he brought to this knowledge

through this Saviour.”
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The priest then retired, and in o short Lme returo-
ed to the Chapel and took his seat, dressed as a ros-
pectable Singholese man.  Brother Roberts then
closed the service with u shart address to this new
convert, and to the Singhalese people present ; und
stich was the effect prosduced, that, fong as 1 have
been in the country, | have seen nothing 1o exceed
this service,

The Terrunnanse is of the highest caste, and well
learned ; he is about thirty years of nge, and a little
ahove the middle size. He is now employed us the
Singhulese teacher of our Caltura School, which ap-
pointment is an excellent test of his hunnbity ; and |
um glad to see thet he enters properly ‘into his
Work, without uny refereuce to his former priestly
honours.

After he had left his temple, and placed himself
under our protection agninst the insults of the enra-
ged Budhists, his sincenty and decision were put to
u severetest, Inthe first place he was waited on by
a deputtion of priests, with the nged bhigh priest at
their head, whe had been his former master und in-
structor, and for whom he hus always had a grent
esteewr.  They made use of every mducement and ar-
aument they could possibly think of, to prevail upon
him to return to his temple, but al} was in vain ¢ He
assured them that he had fiom conviction taken the
step he had taken, and that he was immovably fixed
in his resolution to persevere, When importunity
could not prevail, his old acquaintance endeavoured
to frighten him into 2 complimce with their wishes,
sndintimated that if he persevered in his determina-
tion of leaving them they would take his Jife.  Bue all
thesc things had only the effects of showing him more
clearly the unsoundness of the system he had sban-
doned.  Some of the people of this v.llage said, that
if they had him it *heir power they would hil) him by
scraping himin | ces with their nails ! But why do
the heathen so furiously rage and the peaple imugine
a vain thing ? for the glorious Gospel of God our
Saviour must and will prevail.
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Bririsut axo Foreten Biore Sociery.—1It is stat-
ed in the lust report of the society, that in Great
Britain ulone, there are auxiliaries, branches, ang
associations, to the amount of 2,103, To the praise
of that fair portion of our species, whose “clothing
is strength and honour, and who shall rejoice in time
to come,” 619 of these associations are conducted
by ladies. In the colonics and dependencies €7 are
flourishing, and 591 of these benevolent und sacred
confederacies are connected with the Hitiernian Bible
Society, Fifty three prime societies around which
are revolving numerous nuxiliaries, are found in the
principal citics of Burope. The printing of the Turk-
1ish Bible has been compleied, and it is hoped that
the glimmer of the cresent will svon disappear in the
superior splendours of the cross. Severe' sadicties
have heen formed in Asia, and have received the most
friendly assistance from the common jarent. The
saciety has expended, in the course of 24 vears, no
tess than six millions seven hundred und sixteen thou
sand six hundred and twelve dollars,

DIVINITY.
BY J. XDN.ONSON.

Prov. zv. 7e~The Hps of the wise disperse knotoledge.

To do goad, inevary possible way, is the constant
practice of pious men. In this they imitato the
sovercign: Ruler of the universe, whose goodness
flows in copious and perpetual streams, to all the
children of men ; so that the carth is full of the good-
ness of the Lord. Ps. xxxiii. 5. Thero are variaus
way,, of doing good: omo of tho most important is
that of dispersing knowledge, whereby a rational
foundation is taid, hoth for the discharge of ncces-
sary dutics, and the enjoymest of high and valua-
blo privileges. Knowledge, in tho estimation of
Solomon, and of alt wise meu, is wore valuable than
silvor, gold, or rubies. Receive my instruction, savs
ho, and nat silver: and krowledge rather than choice -
gold. Far widom is better than rubiess and all
the .thm%s thatmay be desired ere not 1o be compared
fo i¢. Prov. viji- 10. 11. Tn the blessed work of
dispersing knowledgo, a wke man may 6nd con-
s:ant employment ; aud ko may reasorably hope
for considerable success. Surrounded with those
who need instruction, whatever way ho turns, ho
may cogununicate useful information. Happy is
the man who is thus cmployed ! His conversation



