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ýown pages to show~ with what tendernees
the heartless monster clung to Jose-
phine, long after ail hope of lier bear-
ing, him a child was gone, an<l when the
needs of his country and his dynasty
were clamouring for an heir. We say we
could quote facts to this effect, for
Madame de Rémusat would not allow
that this showed affection, but a super-
Mtitions belief that his ' star' was bound
up with that of Josephine. It i2 cer-
tainly hardly ingenuotis to ascribe an
action to an improbable and far-fetched
Motive whilst wo reject a proxiniate and
rationat one.

Again, aitlioughi not at all deficient in
esprit, Madame de Rémusat appears to
entirelyfait in graspingthe meaning tobe
extracted from the anecdotes which she
,quotes in support of her theory as to the
Eniperor's heartiess condition. ' 1 do
flot know that even paternity weigbed
withi him. It seemed, at least, that he
did flot regard it as bis primary relation
with hi& son. One day lie ....

took the chuld upin lii. knee, and, far
froni caressing, amused himself by slap-
Ping him, thoicgh not so as to hicrt him,
then, turning to Talmîa, raid, " Talma,
.tell me what 1 arn doing ? " Talma..
Idid not know what to say. " You do
flot see it?1" continued the Emperor; "I1
8Mn slapping a Ring."' It i. Pot on re-
cord that the tittie King of Rome 8o
Miucli as wbimpered, but the biographer
6evidently considers tbis hard treatinent.
It showed that, instead of 'primarity'
Considcring, the littie niorta, lie was
dandling 'on his knee as bis son, lie
thotight of him, as a monarcli in embrio !
It ouglit not to be tef t to a coid-btooded
Eng1islian, to point onit what is too
transparent to need pointing out, viz.,
that Napoteon was tickled at the ide% of
representing dramatically, and in minia-
ture, to an actor, what liad been the
'natin business of his life upon a wide and
bloody stage, the chastisement of kings
by the liands of a parvenu.

.We would gladty continue our notice
0f' this Most interesting book to mucli
81eater length if space allowed. It is
fult of odds and ends of history whidh
'e"rflot be found convenientty, if at ail,
!M"Ywhere else. There are many strik-
lng Passages f uît of Frenchi verve and wit.
'Iake, for instance, tlie remark upon the
r t ntrn of tlie Frendch nobility to the new.
Coltthat there is something of the
tl&ture of a ca about the grand seigneur;

tke feline animal remaining faithfut to
the same bouse, whoever may be its oc-
cupant! We can confidently recom-
mend these memoirs to all students of
Frendch Iistory.

SebastiaiiStr-ome. A Novel; By JULiAN
HÂAWTHORNE. New York: D>. Apple-
ton & Co. Toronto : Hart & Raw-
linson.

M4R. HAWTHORNE lias not yet suc-
ceeded in sep)arating the ideas of strengtli
and moral wickedness. Before opening
this, bis tat est, tale we were convinced
that Strome would be erratically wrong
in bis conduct and at the samne time
endowed with preternatural force of
character.

It is neediess to say that our forecast
was correct. His moral obliquity, too,
lias a physicai paratiel in the fact of lis
squinting with the eyes of the fiesh, and
this agaixi is accented by a peculiarity in
the colour of his organs of vision, one of
whicb i4 bitte and the other black! Our
hero having, moreover, one side of hae
face 'less fuit and rounded' than the
other, a liead 'liowed at the tem-
ples,' and a ' conspicuous black mole'
under bis teft eye ; there is no doubt
that the author is correct in saying tliat
bis face, ' dispassionately considered,
wouid liardty be deemed beautifu u! '

If bis outward mnan is peculiar, so too
are bis inward endowments. But Mr.
Hawthorne gives us no chie to tlie genesis
of his bad dharacter. Mr. Strome, senior,
is an angelic clergyman of the bestel~ass,
and bis mother is wortby of lier bus-
band; they bring up Sebastian wisely,
educate him. wel, and let him. choose the
minîstry for bis future profession with-
out any degree of constraint being put
upon bis wishes.

These advantages avait nauglit. Se-
baatian's first appearance on the scene is
marked by a disptay of Madhiavellian
policy in wbich lie out-manoeuvres a
very sclieming aunt (at the expense of a
hlf-dozen white and gray lies), and by
means of whidh lie secures an engage-
ment witli Miss Dene, a rich orphan
heiress of decided character. W. are
not surprised afterwards to find out that
the shelves of this sweet yonth's library
are targely taden with the works of the
casuists, and that lie wavers between
an avowed scepticitm. and joining the
Jesuits.
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