
HABITS OF STUDY.

N OTHINO good without laWxr, is written in uninistakeable
characters on every part of the nmental hieavens. No persoui is naturally gifted with intellectual power so penetrating- that hecau hope for suecess in the searcli foi ttuth without dilligeut, toiL

Those who now and tien rise upon the world with littie applica-
tion shed but an uncertain and fitful light, while those who
keep the great undyingr candie of thoughit burning, are those who
possess the orily kind of genius of which Thiomas Carlyle admitted.
the existence-the genius of hard work. Labor is the talismnan
with wiceh eachi inust open the grates of the vast and endless fields
()f knowIedgre, iiluwicbl thiere are no Akexanders weeping for more
to overconie. To point out ki few of the leading principles whîch
must cantrol this labor, that it may yield the highcst success, is the
task of the writer of this paper. The habits of study which are
recognized as being inost essential to progress are the following

1. C~oncentration of tktoughbt.-Flectingr attention is fatal bo
intellectual advaicerinent if the faney is allowed to play upon
subjeets other thanii thiat in baud, the eflèct of the w-hole is nen-
tralized. Tie person w'ho, turnis up a Greek word a dozen thnes,
auld looks at it cach tinie as an old friend whom lie ougbit to recog-
nize, xnay suspect habits of thoughit wvhich, if indulgred, -%Yll effectu-
ally impede biis prqogress. Tlie word does not recciv'e the undivided
antid intense attention which is neeessary to render an. idea permna-
xîent iu the iiiid. As whien the scattered rays of sunflit are
egàthercd to a focus on one spot, they convey to iG intensified heat,"
so wlicn ail the efforts of inid are collected, and centered on one
olbjeet, tlmcy have a burniugy pow'er. Sonie men have possessed this
faeity of concentration in a renarkable degree. We. are told that
as Coleridge was standing on the street one day talking to a friend
ihis favorite position with bhis fingers holding the button of bis

fadend's coat, lie darted into an abstruise subject. Ris fricnd, taking
out his kuife, slipped oif the button, and wva1king around a block,
returned to find Coieridgre stilli holdingr the button iu bis baud, and
taikingr on his thienie.

il. Thtorougkne."..-Pzassing throughi a course of study bias beemi
likened to conqtierincg a country. If onule in tie rear garrisons


