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.h haired sages had set up an empire over bi-valves and rbizopods and rhododen-
Ls drons and silicates and planets for the express purpose of justifying men in
n drunkenness, adultery, gambling, and corrupting the elective franchise. lt is

due, therefore, to Science itself, to the men who, have nobly devoted their hives
d and fortunes to, its pursuit, as well as to the interests of truth in general, that
't an adequate definition of Science be given to the wvorld if that bias flot been
d already done.
o) Now it rnay be thiat such a definition bias been published; but if so, the

.t writer in his researches bas not been able to discover it as coming authorita-
tively froni the British Associaition. I malze bold to, ask, thereforc, what

.t objection any man of science wou]d takze to the definition of Sir William
s Haniilton,-the only inan w~ho lias added anything of importance to the

Science of Logic since the days of Aristote-"1 Science," says Hamilton, Ilis a
complement of cognitions having, in point of form, the character of logical
perfection and, in point of matter, the character of real truth." Or, transiat-
ed into popular language, science is the systernatic, arrangement of ascertained
facts and of legitimate inferences from those facts. The materials of science,
therefore, are lacts and i;zferences froni facts. 'l'le facts must be certified and
the inferences must be wvarranted by the facts. The process of science miust
be in accordance with the known laws of mind and the naterials of science,
detern-ined by the criteria of truth. If these reniarks are w'ell founded, and
1 am unable to conceive of any proper objection that can be urged against
them, thien it fo]lows that guesses and perbapses and working hypothieses art
flot of the essential nature of science. They may serve the sanie purpose in
relation to, science that scaffolding does to a building in course of erection,
but they do not enter into the proper conception of science any more than
the scaffolding formns a part of the dwellin C or the temple.

If, then, the proper notion of Science be that it is concerned with facts and
the inférences w'hich they wvarrant, 1 ask by Nvhat authority is Tlicology ex-
cluded froni the programme of the British Association for the advancement of
Science? For Theology is concerned with rnaterials precisely analopous to the
niaterials of Chemistry or Botany or Geology or Biology. It contenîplates facts.
It undertake-. to draw inférences from those facts. It deals w'ith inatters
professedly of transcendent imiportance. It is not the IlScience of sciences"'
in the sense that Logic is, but it is the Science of sciences by ivay of eminence.
Its materials are of universal occurrence-so far as this world is concetmced, at
least. They are of universal interest. IlThe angels desire to look into them.",
It is not a ,sew enterprise. It is the oldest of sciences. Froni every point
of viev its dlaim to recognition is amply sustained. Zt deals withifa:ts. It
be.gins with the "lexistence of God "ý-a fact. He who denies it writes himn-
self a fool- a fool because he displays an insensibility to the force of evi-


