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faulb, and especially to the breachi of ecclesiastical regulations
wvlic1î tlîeir ow'n order hiad forinulated in the BupposCd in-
terest of religion, and the importance of wvhich thcy werc
inclined vcry naturally to exaggerate. As the public admnin-
istration of the discipline ini the grreater nuinher of cases
tlîus created ceased to be of greneral interest and 'vas no
longrer found to be for cdification, the clecy yielded to the
natural desire of thieir penitents to have the dealing in pri-
vate rather than in public. This, of course, (leprived the
process of soine of its digrnity and seriousness, but grave it
the appearance of beingr more kindly and ChIrisL-like. Since,
however, the clergy hiad by this time shalzen themselves free 1
froin the check of lay assessors in the adiinistrat-ion of dis-
cipline> the change opcned the door to a longr train of abuses,
suchi as could not possibly have been dreamed of at t',e
outset. It transforîned the discipline of the church into the
institution of tue confessional, and wlien it finally becarne
coînpulsory on ail the faitlîful to make a confession at least
once a year, thiere was placed in the hands of the clergyy one
of the inost terrible engrines of tyranny tlîat the iigenuity of
the world lias ever devised. 0f course, it is not wholly -(Vil
or it could uîot have inaintained itseif at ail through so înany
centuries, iii the two largest sections of Christendoin, the 3
Greek and Latin churchies. But it bias been the fruitful
inother of countless scandais and haw kcept the masses of the
people iii a state o? permanent tutelagre fatal tio ail genuine
progrcss.

I have no desire, howevcr, to du'ell on the sad history o?
the&confessional. For our present Imrpose it is more import-
ant to noticeý the influence w'hich it Imad on the developiicnt
of ethical thougylit within the church.

On the one liand it iiiist be set dow'n to its credit thiat theÀ
institution of Uie confessional lias led to very great proniin-
ence being griven to ethical questions in the training o? the
clergry and in the literature of the churches whicii inaintain
it. T-asmuchi as the ciergy are called upon to hecar the con-
stanît confessions of their p)eople and adjudicate on the
discipline to be imuposcd for ail (leg-tees o? faulh ,,as weil as tor


