
eties. Tu be sure we cannot study the
goverunLeuets, etc., withi the aid of st:nnjîs
alonc, but they eau, auit should, aet as
guides and reminders.

In studying fornis of governinent, the
revenue stalnps are of as great value as the
pos)tal eiflis-ionS4, a.11( by stu(lying these
a1ong these lines the young co)liector would
rereive aid i» the stuidy of civies ani kmn-
dred subjects as great as that gliven by
the average teachier. As for the advanced
and older collectors, if they would work

logthis line aud igu wie ail unintentional
varieties they would find much whieh
wou1(I bc new to thein, and thus add a
suaiWt amount of lîractical. knowledge to
their store-bouse of facts insteadt( of storing
it with ehaif, whicli is something, 3'et is
notlîing.

Therefore, 1 say, collect ail legitimate
varieties (as there are Iess thani 12,000 of
these v'arieties it is not au iinpos3sibility)
and also the revenues of ail countries if
paossible and study thein for knowledge uf
the country represented and not of thc

particular stanip. You may not, probably
will flot, have a conipicte collection as8
nany varieties of iàeceszsity are iiearly iin-
possible to obtain, but you wilI have oh-
tained kr.owlcdýfge, and "knowledge is
-%velth."

The manufacture of letter sheets was
discontiinueci on August 3Oth 1894, per
<irier of the P. M. Crencral.

Postinasters iii the U. S. are not per-
iiiitted te arrange for fictitious canceling
of Stamps, thereby gaining persenal profit
for themselves and( the purchaser at the
ceîacuse of the department. -C~. A. H-unt.

Su'nd your subscription tu this paper.

Philatelie Items.

The 1. S. of A. cauvention will bc hel<1

iii D etroit, this year, and cveryone should
turui out in force anii iake tlîis tlic banner

ineet. Detroit bias foughit for thc place a

long tinie ani wclldeserves the honor-atid
needs it to-for philateli8ts iii the "'City of
the Straitâ" bave becoîne discouraged at

Michigan's poor representation, and i xany

of thiem have laid aside their collections
and have nearly forgotten themn. Let us

hope that the convention will bring thiugs
to life airain, and that old Michigan will

once more be able to hold bier head proudly

iii comnparison with the other states.
Stam> Ceileetors in Cuba are a great

(leai Jike the proverbial hen's tceth--hard
to fiud. I spent somne time in Santiago

after leaving the the Bahama Islands-but
failed to find a friend.

Iu Nassau, however, 1 Iooked Up) N. P.

Solomon, whose naine used te be in the

blue books, but he liad abaudoned his col-

lection twe years previeus, nevertheless,
the oid frateruad feeling still existed, muid

he paid bis compliments te, me by iiu viting

nie to, enjoy a fine afternoon drive with

bun. Many of the stores of Nassau have

cheap, stanips for sale but nothing to

interest the philatelist as they are al
continemitals.

Onie thing whicb was very gratifying te

a straîmger wus the cordiaiity with. which 1
was received everýywhere. Uncle Sam's

uniforin is a potent factor in naking

friends and acquaintances.
Bertrain J. Bishop),

Late, 12nd Lieut., 35th Midi U.S. 1.

Read Royal StanplCo's ad.
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