PLEASANT HOURS.

Day Dreams.

Faux the slighted grammar unoponod lay
Tte httlo maid dreained of a fairv "1
Jasge thrend that led far and away

The deep, tangled maze of the forest
through :—

+0b1 [ wish thero wero things to do to-day,

Queer riddies to solve, great prizes to
gan,

Exchantments to break, magicians .o slay,

Aud that [, & queen, ona throno might
e d

“But the puzzles are lost, tho yueens are
dead,

Inlthere s nothing to do,” sho sighed and

sud.

slittle Ind loaned on his hoe in the morn,
And longed for & horse aad burnished
sluold,
foride away from the pumpkins and corn,
A8 To the tourncy's list on the tented field :—

#0k ! 1 wish tigre ware things to do to-day;,
Grest deagons to kill and battles to fight ;
{1 would break a lance in the fiercest fray,
I would tling a .glove at tho nroudest
knight.

“But honour is losty and glory is fled,
Lod there's nothing to do,” ho sighed and
said.

421 the poor little maiden nover knew

} That Knowledgo was ready to crown her
queen,

P Aud tho clue that led this Iabyrinth throngh
# Lay hidden tho leaves of her book
b between.

i A0d tho little lnd never oven guesred
That the dragon Sloth “conquered him
that day,
While he lightly dreamed of some idlo quest,
And his unused hoe in the young cornlay,

But hontour and’ fame passed the dreamers

by,
And crawned brava Toil, who found no time
- to sigh,
—Sunday School Times.

LITTLE SAILOR JEM.

“How is it I don’t hear you spenk
bad words 1" asked an *‘old salt” of &
boy on board a man-of-war, as the)
were sitting together up on the rigging.

“Oh, because I don’t forget my
<ptain’s orders,” answered the boy
brightly. .

“Captain’s orders!” cried the old
sailor ; I didn’t know he gave any.”
B« Ho did,” said Jom, “and T keep
M| them safo Aere,” putting his hend on
IB| his breast. Here thuy be,” said Jem,

il slowly butdistinetly: “Isayunto you,
il swvear not- at all; neither by hesven,
il for it is God’s throné; mor by the
I earth, for it is his footstool ; neither by
Il Jorusalom, for it is the city of tho
great King. Neither shalt thou swear
by the head, because thou canst not
make one hair white or black. But
let your communications be, Yes, yea;
'Nay, nay; fot whatsoever is more than
theso con;leth of evil.”

“Thew’s from the good old log-
‘book, I see,” 1id the Failor, “which 1
‘don't know much about these days.”

“Then, I'm ufra.:d, ~you've lost your
mkonmg, sir,” said Jem, “and ove
‘drifting on to the breakers.”

. «Youll- bewm]wd,"answwed.fem
st wrecked forever.”
3 The old gailor had ‘beén wrecked.

«What:thent? asked the old man/

He know what it was to be in a ship
breaking up and going to picces on a
wintry const. e knew what it was
to be lashed to n spar, half naked,
hungry, cold, bonumbed, tempest-
tossed.  Ylo hnd henrd the shricks of
tho perishing,  Yes, he well knew
what being wrecked was.

“ Wrecked forover,” snid the old
sailor slowly; “that's a long time,
boy."”

“Yes, sir,” said Jem ; **it i8 80.”

Jem looked wistfully at him, nnd
the old wman turned away his head.
“That wrecking forever is a bad busi-
ness,” " gaid he.

“Yes, sir,” said Jem, it is s0.”

“ And iy there no wiy of cscapet”
said the old man.

“QOur minister that used to preach
at the Bethel, 'l tell you whnt he says,
Ho says the admiralty of heaven has
got out alifebont for poor souls. That
Lifeboat is Jesus Christ. It waslaunch-
ed on Calvary and has been round
picking up poor souls lost in tho stormy
waters of sin ever since; and he used
to tell us, gtrotch out your arms to
get in; and pray, Lord save me, or 1
perish.’”

“ And does he?” asked the man,

« 1 know about myself,” said the hoy
humbly.,  “I was going down, and
cried to the Lord, and he had mercy on
me and. took me in, and I've shipp.d
with him ever since. Ho is n good
captain, the captain of our salvation,
sir.  Won't you ship, too?”

«“I should bo n poor hand for that
craft,” said the old man feelingly.

“ Bcsules saving you, he'll fit you for
his service,” said Jem. ¢ There’s no
difficulty on that aceount. He's good
—very good.”

“Thank ye, boy, a thousand timnes,”
said the old man, with n tear on bis
weather-beaten cheek.  “I'mafrhid we
old sinners are too water-logged and
sin-soaked to be worth saving; but
you young oncs jump into the lifebout
before it’s too late, and ship for the
port of heaven. It'sa blessed chance.”

-

A SBRIOUS QUESTION.

Frw utterances are more impressive
than those which come from lands
vecently evangolized concerning the
slowness of the Christian Church in
proclaiming the Word of Life. Mr.
Lewis, a missionary of the London
Society at Bellary, was not long ago
asked by a Brahmin: “Do the Chris.
tian people of England really helieve
that it would be a good thing for the
poopla of India to become Christinns 1”

“Why, yes; to be sure they do,”
was the replv.

“What I mean is,” continued the

¥Bralimin, “do they, in their hearts,

helisve that the Hindus would be bet-
tor end happier if they wrre converted

-to Christianity 1”

* « Jertainly theéy do,” said Mr. Lewis.

“Why, then; do they act in such a
strange Way? Why do they send so
{few to proach their religion? When
there are vacancies in the civil service

- . .-

. |
there are numerous applicants at onee,

when there is a wilitary expedition, a
hundred officers volunteer for it, in
commercinl enterprises, also, you are
full of activity, and alwnys have a
strong statl.  But it is differont with
your religion. I sec one missionary
with his wifo hern, and o huudred and
fifty miles away is another, and a hun.
dredmilesin another directionis athird.
How cnn the Christians of England
expect to convert the people of Tudia
from their houry fnith wath so httle
offort on their part1”

Iz there any gond anfwer to be
made to these questions? -.Mfissionary
Herald.

HOW TO DO IT, AND HOW NOT
TO DO IT.

IN A MODREL SUNDAY 8CHOOI.

A vixep hour and mowent for the

opening of the school will contribute

Inrgely to its success. A prompt super-
intendent will make prompt teachers
and scholars.  Time lost in a Sunday-
school is as valuable as time lost “a n
counting-room or workshop. ‘Take a
school of three hundeed members, with
five minutes unuvecessary delay by a
carcless suporinti\ndonl, and 1,500
minutes are  wasted.  Twenty-five
hours, or six months of lesson houry,
by the tardiness of one man.,  Geneeal
Mitchell, the Christian soldier and de
vout ustrdnomor, ouce reproved an
army officer who came to apologize fo,
a little delay-- “only afow mowments "

“T have been in the habit,” said the
General, “of calculating the valuo of
the thousandth part of nsecond.” Tet
every loader of a Sunday-school try to
win Henry Martyn’s honourable title,
“The man that never wasted an hour.”

Why is it that some men pray in
the Sunday-school for “all the world
and the rest of mankind?” If any-
where on earth there should bo defi-
nite prayer, it should be wlen one
stands before a company of children,
The lesson of that hour should be the
subject, -and the only plea to he pre
sented to him who hears and answers;
and the prayer should begin, and end,
with the one subject.

“Lord, save me or I perisht” was
Peter'’s direct request, and Mr. Moody
says, “ If Peter had put as long s pre-
nmb ¢ to that petition ns some men do
nowadays, Peter would have been forty
fect under water beforo he got to his
cry for help.” Pray for the Sunday-
school : its needs and those only, should
be the rule at the apening of every ser-
vice. Dr. Payson, when u student,
began to beg Cod’s blessing on his
daily studics, and gave, as the result,
¢ 1 have done more in one week than
in the wlhole year before.”  So n bless-
ing on the cowing Scripture lesson for
both teacher and scholar should be
pleaded for, aud the Holy Spirit will be
the chariot by which the desired gift
shall come. AN of our schools and
churches introduce into their service
the “ Lord’s Prayer.” It is surprising

to some of us laymen, why many miu-

,_..Am:,e

their efforts
projeely to lead a congregstion
this petition. They wall semn to start

iters fail wo ngnally i

' right, the congregation ot an, but by

the tune the “duily bread ™ ax renchial,
the leader is going at expreas apoed,
and those who attempt to follow muse
paas over half the sentences i order
to ceach the Awmen with the femder
If such persons would  oceasionally
exercise their gift with thewr Sunday
sehools, they would learn how not to

doit. N N fecord.
——— ot e ==
Do It Now.

Ir you're told to do a thiag,
And mean to doat raally,

Never let ot be by halves;
Dot fully, fively.

When tather calls, though pleasant be
The play you e pnisumnyg,

Do not aay, “ I' come when 1
Have tanshed what T dowge

If you are told to leawn a task,
And you ehould then begin at,

Do not toll your teacher, ** Yes,
I'in conunyg in o minute.”

Waate not wnoments nor your wonls
In telling what vou conld «do

Somne othet time; the preacnt is
For doing what yon should do,

Uon't do righb unwillingly,
Aad stop to plan and mieasuro ;
*Tis workiug with the heart anid soul
That wukes our duty plensure.
Puienr Cany

DREAMING AND DOING.

tPr's all very pleasant and easy to
dreamn about dving, but its a great
deal  more sensible to do, in 1y
opinion.” _ Grandmn Burr pushed back
hor svectncles and smiled please *ly
at the givls who woere sitting by une
window lnying great plans for futura
wark.  They had just completed a
benatiful plan for a girls' society
which should help everybody and
cover itself with glory. and when
geandina made this remark it made
them just feel a little uncomfortable

“Geandnia is so discouraging,” sighed
Kitty, a littlo luter.

But grandma was right.  She knew
that Kitty was n dresmer, always
looking into the future, and living in «
world of shadows. She wanted her to
lenrn that

¢ Lifo is real, lifs is earnest,”

and this sreined to be just what Kitty '

did not care to learn.

Ah! boys and girls, don't be
dreamers ; be doers.  Take hold of the
work just before you with a will, and
do it just as well as you can. You
may be surethat if it is given you to
do, then strength will also be given
you to do it.

¢ Do noble deeds, not dream them all day
long,
And so mako life, death, and that vast
forever
Oue grand, sweet song.”
el O~ A mmnrn,.

Ax editor explains that when he -

advises his renders to Iny in their conl,
he does not mean that they are to sledp
in it
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