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itza, eighty-four miles further off; but in
same direction, and having much the ap-
nce of 3 sacred city, we find doorways
interior walls decorated with human figures
d symbols carved in stone; we meet there,
u., with colonnades, thongh of clumsy strue-
surprising for their extent; at one place
:‘ pillars lic prostrate on the ground, which
onccbdonvcd to one single edifice. On the
qntrary, at Usmal, a place situated between
Iazda and Campeche, which Mr. Waldeck
hsalrcady briefly noticed, there are scarcely
an¥ ornaments to be found in the interior of
iiabmldmgs‘ but the stene-work of the out-
.h walls is more sumptuous and more neatly
blxcd. Neither is there any trace whatever
duny large building or portico with pillars.—
lunnoz here atiempt a detailed description of
different objects which came within my ob-
'iauon, butI will endeavour to give some
unt of the principal charactenstics which
singuish all these buildings, as it may serve
ll'companson with the accounts of others.—
Mcdxstmgmshmo points arc:—1. The ap-
v ntly sudden crection of whole cities. 2.
accurate reference to the cast in the erec-
ofall sacred buildings. 3. Thefoundations
comsist of a sort of concrete of mortar and
small stones. 4. The walls, both internally
and cxternally, ore covered witha range of
#olid stones cut to parailclograms of 8and 12
inches in length and 5 10 7 1n height ; the in-
lervnl filled up with the same conerete mass
as’ n<ed in the base. Nowhere 1s there any
frace of the employment of bricks or Egyptian
sles. 5. The cievation of all the buildings,
;ﬁom exception, by means of one ot several
h‘rarcs of more or less considerable haght.—
, The usual manner of construction was limit-
10 onc story; the shape of the buldings
long and narrow;, and as there were no
dows, the depth was hmited 10 two rooms,
“which the inncr one could have no more
t than was obtained through the commu-
ting door. The doorways, which are ge-
4] 5JATe arc KX or seven feet lugh, and
nal breadtir; traces are vet 10 be scon in
¢ few instances of holes or stonc rings,
ag that the docrs were so constructed
t they could be shut on occasion. 7. The
it of the edifices Tarely exeeeds twealy to
ty feet.  The outsde walls nee generaliy
the base, withont break, to about half the
he of the building, when there is 2 vanable
ber of cotnices, which, after a plamn or
raed interval, close kewise theupper cdge.
most important buildings exlibit in this

upper space an astonishing variety of heirogly-
plics and elegant figures; cven statuary was
cmployed to increaseth eplendour. Thecon-
structions of an inferior order have at thezame
place ranges of small half ~olumns. There
are further, as well inside as outside of the
buildings, long rough stones, projected from
the wallg, usually arranged oneabove theother,
and increazing in size from below. 8. The
ceilings of all interior spaces consist of acute
arches, closed on the top with a layver of flat
stones. The proportion of the walls 10 the
sine of the arch, varies from?2: 1w l: 2—
Stones cut to the shape of a wedge, with ob-
lique heads, were employed to form the sine.—
9. The arch supports a flat roof, the surface of
which, instead ofbeing slated, is covered with
a concrete of gronnd stones and marl, very
consistentand thoroughly petrified. Thesame
Kind of composition covers the floors of the
apartments. The roof itself is frequenty bor-
dered by a kind of raised filagree or pierced
stone work. 10. The application of timber
for lintels and rafters; the first of which still
bear traces of the original carved characters.—
11. The outside of the walls does not present
any mark of rough cast or peinting. The in-
terior of some structures is, however, covered
with a thinlayer of a very fine stucco, on which
the colours are gill to be recognized ; thebor-
dering at the basis of the walls gencrally being
sky blue, the upper part light green, the arches
showing the traces of faniastical figures in
varyinglively colours.  Inicgard tothecarved
figures in the sides of the doorways it may be
noticed that the colouring of the uncovered
part of the body is of a2 dark yellow, the vest-
ments green and biue, the background of a
dark red.  Their attitude is always directed to
the cntrance. 12, Vent-holes exist in every
room below the cornice.  They areof a square
or round form, three or five inchesin diameter,
and more or less numerous in different buld-
ing.  Therc are niches also in theaparuments
and cortidars; in some cases with symbolical
signs and hicoglyphucs, carven circles, hewn
rings, &c.

The relicf used in these representationsis flat-
tened on its surface, and besides the outlines,-
the background is gencrally chiselled out,
though sometimes the artist was satisfied with
carving the outlines superfically in the rock.
The most comnion ornzment on sacred build-
ings was a winding serpent, gencrally repre-
senting the mitdesnake of this country.  Asto
the local impression of the architecture of all
these buildings, 1 have still 10 add, that the re-



