e

THE AMARANTH.

odiumof hisbrother officers. Thisobliged him
toeffectan exchangeinto the corps which had
just joined, where he bore his present rank.
To this gentleman I owe the greater portionof
ghe misery which hasattended me through life.
I must, however, now relate a circumstance
which had also a great effect gpon my past
condition.

“One beautiful evering in the summer of the
year 179—, about six months after 1 had en-
tered upon my military duties, and about a
month after the corps to which I belonged had
arrived in Ircland, 1 unconsciously strolled to
the beautiful lake of Saleen, in the town of
Castlebar. A nuwmber of smail boats plied on the
lake,dotting in chaoticirregularity the surfaceof
the placid sheetof water. Among them Ipar-
ucularly noticed a bandsome painted skiff, in
the stern of which an old gentleman and a
very beautful young lady were scated. Two
stoutly built islancers sat in the centre of the
little vessel, resting on their oars. Suddenlya
splendid barge—in which was stationed an
amateur band, playing alively air—shot across
the lake at a short distance from the skiff ; all
in the latter rose, asif by one common impulse,
when the lady, who had ventured too near the
side, lost her balance and feli into the water.
To pull off my coatand boots was but the work
of amoment, and plunginginto the lakeI made
directly for the spot where the lady had disap-
peared. Already had I been anticipated by the
two brave fellows who had been rowing the
boat, but it was my fortune to caich hold of
her drapery as she was rising for the last time,
and with the assistance of one of the men—
the othet having regained the skiff, where the
old man still stood in speechless agany—1 bore
her lifeless form to the shore. She was then
conveved to the nearest habitaton—where 1
-changed my wet habiliments~and every means
which human ingcnuity could accomplish, hav-
ang been resorted to, I had the exquisite saiis-
faction, after an hour had elapsed, 10 behold
signs of returning animation. An opiate was
administered by a skilful physician who had
been called in to the aid of the lovely patient,
and she soon sank into a deep sleep. The
gentleman, who had been entirely occupied in
watching the progress of returning lifc in the
lady, who was his daughter, now turned to me,
and having apologized for not noucing mepre-
viously, was profuse in his acknorwledgements
for the assistance I had rendered Aer, whom he
called “his only child.”

* *You owe me no thanks, sir,’ I replied, ‘for
but an actof common humanity. Ishould but

il} deserve the name o soldier, or of man, ¢,
I not do all in my power to save the life of
fellow creature.’

“ My heart, however, told me that a far¢<
ferent motive lay at the bottom, and I foup
that my future destiny was wrapped up wy
that of the lovely being whom I had savw
fromawatery grave. 1thenrequested to knoy
the name of the person to whom I was so fx g8
tunate as 10 render such a piece of servigfeiv
when the gentleman offered me his card, ay
same time requesting * the honour of my con
pany next day at his residence.”’ Ilooked ath:{i
address, and read simply ‘Tue Esnt or B[
cRroO¥T, Swmith's Holel.!

“I was surprised ata person of his rax
heing so thinly attended, but I did not thenp
sumeto ask any questions ; so, bowing resnec-
fully and handing my card in return, I took m
leave and returned to my quarters. 1 subz|
quently learned that he had only been a shox
time at the hotel, and that he had come wilQ
scarce any attendants, merely for the purpos
of canvassing for a relative, who was a cané:jilis
date for the representation in Parliament of i}
county of Mayo.

“ As soon as etiquctie permitted on the
lowing day, I stood before the door of Smuth
Hotel, and having sent up my name, wassoq
ushered into the presence of Lord Bancrot
In a few moments his daughter entered, whi
though she was siill very weak, “ could noy
as she expressed it, “‘resist the pleasure §
thanking her deliverer in person.” ¥ inunew
afew wordsof every day import—aur eves wt!
and my fate was sealed. From that mome
my keart was devoted to the lovely Isabell
who was indeed a beauty ; judge for yourseli’
he added, handing me a portrait, “whethen
voung manmn my situation could resist th
power of such charms.” ’

1 gazed on the mimature—it bore a strikmy
resemblance to Constance, 2nd was indeed
heavenly countenance, and { modesty t2pix
“that the heart must have becn of adamed
which couid behok such beauty unmoved’

He sighed and contiaued—

“1 endeavoured to make myself asagreesbh
as I'possibly could to the beautiful Isabells, 2né
1 was delighted to observe that my attenuosy
were not unfavourably received.  Upon thear
rival of her cousin 1o stand for the county, !
had frequent opportunities of conversmg wit
her alonge, as the canvassing among the tenax|
iry kept the old Earl almost constantly abrozé
On one of these occasions I scized 2 favourabiy
moment to declare myself in passionate




