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50 TIHE WONDERS OI' MINCING LANE.

to commence, and the din and war of wordsl:\uciiunecring, known only at Garraway’s. I
got to be bewildering; whilst hundieds of | thought the Lroker would Eave gone abso-
pens were plunging madly into invisible ink- | hutely mad, as the bids wentrapidly on : some
stands, and scratching imaginary sentences, slow wan, of inferior intellect, would have
and figures upon myriads of catalogucs. given the hayers thme to overbid each other:
Suddenly a cry burst upon my ear so dole- | he seamed to take ddight in perpleaing the
fully and shrilly, that I faneied somebody hud whole roun, and as guichly s a vadee “’;’Cd
fallcn down the old-fashioned staircase. 1, out *1lept” (the hidding intajection of Gar-
was only the “house-crier,” prochaiming in o, Yaway ’s) so instantancously fell tl‘\‘c cverlasting
painful, distracted sort of voice, that the sales | little bammer ; and as surely did the sd}:.'r
were “on.”  Tvery man to his place if he can ; scowl ]‘j"'d'v‘}: than ever, as mnch as to say, “1
find onc! Ol musty brohers, of the l:x.\:t‘Sh(“’]d‘l"“j_'l\c to catch any body ¢lse in time
century, with large watch-seals, white ¢ l.!fur that lot.”  In tLis fashivn above three hun-
vats, and double chins, grouped together in ; dred lots were sold in les, time than many
one dark coraer : youthful brokers, with very ; people in the last century woull Lave taken
new hats, zephyr ties, and well-trained whis- to'&""u“t them up.
kers, hovered sbout the front of the aue-, The “rising ™ broker was followed Dy one
tionewts puinit; rising brokurs, with inky ,of the old scheol, a pleasantlooking, easy-
bands, upturuud sleeves of dusty coats, and g0y man, the very revaseof hm‘p'rcdccu.snor.
an infinity of papers protruding from every e ‘cmxsl!mul as nuuch time in \le;m;g.aud ad-
pocket, were inall parts of the room ready to Justing his spectacles, as had suiliced Just he-
bid for anything. Ranged against the walls, fore to knock down a seore of lots, He
on cithor side were scores of incipient hrokers , couldn *‘ 7{"‘1 a pen that didn't ;“P’““(‘", and
—the Jads of the Lane. Hundreds of pens, he coulen't wake Lis catalogue Tie {Iat‘c.n.thg
began o scratd upon catalogues ; hundreds  desk 5 and atJast the pationce of the “1ising
of voiees were hushed to a low grumbling  nien, and the Lane Lads—Young Mincing
whisper.  The fivst sclier (every vendor is an | Lane—was man ted Ly a sharp rapping of
auctioneer ot G::l‘l‘(\\\';\)".\‘) mounted the tri- Loot-heds 'o‘n fne .ﬂo-..\r, which seen sudled to
bune, and the cuious work began. My former , 2 storm. The quict brol.cr wasnot to h‘c lan-
eapuricnee had shovn salesmen to be anaious  vied; be looked wiiidly  ound o er his glasses,
to make the most of evervthing, and strive, [ and kalll‘\‘tdvl}bcm‘ull with “Boys, Loys! no
and puff, and coax, and dally, until they fult  honsense. The bids wunt smonthly along;
cominced the ntmost farthing had been bid;: padont dings, rich dycs, and costly syices fell
and then, and not until then, did the *going, , before the calcaluting hanmeer § Lut each 1iwe,
going,” merge inte the “gone,” and the e it desecnded, the Lland seiler gand in-
coqarctting havamer fll.  But those were evi- | quivingly, and I almost Lncicdiniploringly, at
dently old-fashioned, disreprdable sales. They the Lidder, lust Be ad made a mistake, and
don't stand any nonsemse al Garraway's, ;Wight wish to releet hisvash “Hepl”
There is no thne to considur.  The Liddings,  The broher who followed, dealt largely in
fly zbout Eke lightning, DBuying and seliing | flowing langnage, as wdl as drugs and dyes.
at Garraway’s is dene like cenjuring—the i He assured the company present—and leoked
lots are dispesed of by hocus-pocns.  Sojvery hard at me, a5 theugh I was porfectly
rapidly does the littie nubbly hanmer 211 ondawase of the fact, snd was ready to back himn
the disk, that one might well imagine himself't —that he intended to give all his lots away 5
near an undertaker's shop with wvery Hively | he was determined to get rid of them, and he
Lusiness. freadly would ot allow hiz fiiends {o leave the
T said that the first “sclla” was ene of the | room, without distributing his goods ameng
rising men, with dark bLushy whiskers, aithem.  Considering hisliberal spirit, Fthought
sharp winkling cye that was everymhere st his fricnds evineed very little thankinlness;
once, and a strong piercing voice.  Ile et off) fur the lots moved as slowly as presents could
Liswords in sharp cracks like detonating balls. | be supposed to do. There was one nice little
By way of starlityg pleasantly, Le fiuag himsedf parecl—about twenty ca slees—that he
Into & alt hat locked Tike one of stark  was determined on giving away to a very
defiance, scowling with his dark cves on the g -

v old dealer, whe, however, shook his

k4 B
assembled buvers, as though they werejaneient icad, and decdined thie bitier bargain,
plotting together 16 poison b with his own |  There were a few score {ons of snme mys-

dregs Up went the first lofs: a pieasand,
assortinent of vine hundrad cases of castor-
;o hundred chests of vhularh, and three

1" ¢ rising broker stermed and 1mved, 2y bid
followed Lid, piercing the mwmwriag din with
sharp eapletives.  One, two, three, fonr—the
nine hundred ceses were disposed of in no

1 and fily “serons™ of yellew bak.

terfous article, with an unintclligible name,
that hung somevhat heavily at two-penee
three farthings per_pound. It was amusing
to see how politely anxious the broker was to
work the figure up to threepence ; not that he
wanted the extra farthing; he'd rather have
flung it all into the sea than have felt such a
paltey desive; but he just wanted to see the

e Ly some mirnculous process of short-hand

thing go at cven money; it would lock so
-



