
filih mlastt!rpieces. On every Lrouind., tberefore, the study of
literature is defended and approveil, and should mulet w'itlh the
encouragenient of ediicators in ail our sebools and colletes.-

CANADIAN FRENCH.

m Il A. ýM. ELLIOT, in th(; .Jolns Hlopkins ('ircular for
Decen4rwrites of a phiilological expe<iition tu

Canada
in point of langruage, the Cana<Iian Frenchi is c'ertainlv one

Of the most interesting topics for a piilologriaii. Hure w'e findl
that tiinie bias stood stili, especially for thie more reniot- rural
districts: and the schobxr could ea-silv iagine holdingr inter-
course Nwithi the sul~Jects of Louis XIV. This inican-, th at w v
have the unique privilegle, in this agre of steani and travel, of
stu(lymgil, in thei a fori of speech that bias searcely kznown
chiange foi' thue past t.wo centuries. But this idioni is not a
dialect of that inmte period: and thie greatest surprise to a
studvnt of langiiuagre arrivingt in Canada is to lind thiat, contrary
to the g1en eral, impression of scbiolaî's, thet vernacular does not
1 mr auy specifi. dialcctic character, but is the iiniddle (sixteenthi
century') Frenchi, with those natural changres wbielh would. be
prodluced hlYv the intiniate fusion into a wliolAe of ;aIl the different

s}iccivs of languagre that wvre originally I roughlt fromi the
niother counti-V. An influence upon the language muust, be
ntedl in thie original seigniorial tenure whichi prevaiied
throughonit Lower Canada. The seigneurs were the second
Sons Of noble fainilles wbon chost- the lietter elass of peasants to
accoinpany themn to tlîeir homes in the 'New Woland here
eaeli ruler laidI out on thie river bis little kingdomn (generally

x 3 : leagues in dimensions) which hie divided among bis
coh-,nists ini concessions of 3~ x *30 arpents. This arrangement
produced a serieŽs of centres of civilization, in wvhiclh the lord
antd lus t-d.ucatcd friends were hrcoughrlt into more or les-, inti-
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