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the universe stili remains, and is ïikely to grive exercise to our
posterity, as it hias to our forefathers. Let us hope that th 'ey
rnay be not less wise than the Hebrew "Preacher," -Nhlo, when
lie hiad corne to the end of bis studies without reaching the
.solutions of bis questions, founded " the conclusion of the whole,
matter " in " fearing God and keeping his conirmandients."

That theory of the universe -%vhichi, at the present day, in
the Engylishi-speaking countries, is i-nost in vogue, is knowvn as
Evolutionism.

lIt is *Only as a theory of the universe that I propose to
regcard it this evening. As a doctrine of natural history, of
more or less extended application, it has wide approval on the

partof ian scentfienie, who either bave no interest i i it,

anyway, as an explanation of the systema of the universe, or
very decidedly repudiate it. -But it is only in this latter rela-
~tion-as a theory of the universe-that the doctrine of evolution
greaifly concerns mie as a tbeologian. The question of the origrin
-oftlie vegetabie and animal species by deveiopnîent ýand survi-

tval is oneof fascinating interest, but lias, as I conceive, none
but incidentai bearingy on any important reiigious question.
The tbeory of evolution as an explanation of the universe is
another matter. lIt is, in terms, a deniai of the creation of the
ivorld, in any sense, a negration of God, or, as its propounders
wouid prefer to say, an ignoring of God. But I begy you ail to
-observe tlîat, distinctly hostile as this system is to the teaciiing

othe Scriptures, and even to, the very essence of ail religion,
it is no part of our present argument to controvert it directIy,
but only to state it, xnainiy foilowing the most conspicuous of
its Enghishi aposties, Mr. Spencer; and thien to point out an
inevitabie corollary from it, wvhich seemns to, me to have been
curiously overiooked, both by its advocates and by its antagro-
nists. Evolutionismn, then, is tlîat theory of the universe which
:finds ail the facts of the universe-past, present and f uture-to
be fuily accounted for by the existence of matter, uncreatable,
indestructible, capable of indefinite variation and form, but
incapable of varying in arnount; and the existence of m-otion,


