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COMPDAfiS REGISTEREU Iti#IL.

HÉ~ largyo revenue axrnualiy recived
by the Governnient for carry*ng, re-

Hgstred matter ieads one to tirink
of tire mothods adoptedl for tire safety
of sucir articles, and alse of tire fact

tirat in case of a loss, the Govornnmert do0
crot holdl tieniselves liable for srci lusses.
Now it is e'idont thiat were a sonder mails
a rogyistored letter arrd sanie is net recoîvod
biy tire party addrosscd, tire sonder must
again remit tire amiount, and yot the gev-
ernment is tire party îvho loses the package
-it is the sanie, Nvliether lest, or stolon, or
inisiaid. Noîv ivre this te happen in a we]i-
regrrlatcd office sanie one îvouid srrrely ho
decapitated, and hecause tire Goverament is
tire effender, nothing is done, save scnding
a tracer îvitli tho usual rosuit.

In tire latest report of tire C:Lnadian Post-
mastor-General tire nuarbor of loutera deliv-
ered during tire year arrrounted te 3,237,200
and tire cases î%vhere letters ivere tampered
witi runs up te 222.

Thon cames tire follcrwing
"Tire contents or a portion tirercof wcro

reowierodl frour tire ollicors responsible or
wero othorwise muade good in 42 cases.
In 39 ceues in whiicir tire contents wviooly
or in part wore statud te bo missing on
roceipt of tho letters, ne ovidenco ceuid
ho obtained te account for tire allegord dis-

cropanecs. l 38 otirer cases tire ý.orterts
îvholly or in part of lotters lest, stoien or
mis-deiivered were made good and rocover-
ed, 28 letters wero stoln from postoffices or
mails en route, the conteati of %vi. ich were

net recovercd, and in c-9 cases of a similar

ciraracter the department was successful in
rocovoring the contents or in having theur

miade good. Thore were 35 letters acci-
dcntally destroy-d during course of post.'

Now the abovo ia a first-clas.a ropcrt for a
country Iraving a population of 5,000,000
people and nuch more sa, wlien the oxtent,
of the territory covered in Canada' ie con-
sidered. It speaks 'well for tha men who
compose the Civil Service, and Canada weli
deserves tho econiunis bestowed on her
postal administration by foreign powers
rnany considering it unsurpassed.

Noîv it rnay be that the aggregate ýpss is
so iittlo as te mnake it beneath the notice of
officiaIs to consider ways of remedying the
ovil. If the loas is amali, then ought the
Government te willingly pay the anieunt ;
but if it is grocat, thon a syetem of insurance
shouid. ho effetedl, and ail -%vho -want to se-
cure additiontly safoty for their nroney or
valuables be roquested to exhibit auch geoda
for inspection before sonling the package.
It would be anothor step in advance, and
Canadians îvouid he pleased to ace their
country inaugurate such a policy.
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