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authorize the local authoniies to pledge the
proceeds of' this tax as a secunity for rising
money by loan, i order it the country may
derive an numediate beneit. 1o provide for
the sile of any lot upon which the taxes are i
arrear beyond a ceraum pertod, and on which
lot no suthicient disiress can be found.—:itt the
same Lime secunng to the owner the surplus
praceeds of his land W elaimed widun @ reason-
able peniod, mvesting such proceeds in public

LITERATURE OF A NLW

COUNTRY.

debentures, and 1f no ¢ laint be made good, then
to give the advantage to the Province, instead
of' same private individual who has speculated
i the purehare of lands sold for taxes.

Wetrust the carly attention of the United
Legislature will be drawn to this important
subject. and 1f any of the hints we have thrown
ont for the maprovement of the present system
lead to beneficial changes our object will have
been fully attuned.

THE LITERATURE OF A NEW COUNTRY.

History and experience concur in estabhsh-
ing as an aviom, that the youth of all new
countries can ufford to dedicate but a very brief
space to the developement and cultivation of
literary or scientific attamnments.  The anxious
cares and struggles incdent to that fevensh
stage of their existence, the efforts that must
be made to maintamn firn on a perhaps tottering
foundation the new-born fabric of thewr nation-
ality, the frequent necesaty for the display of
physical strength, and the pre-occupation of
thought resulting from a constant racking of
the brain to devise means of wardmy off dangers
that too often threaten to strangle the infunt
Hercules inits cradle, draw too heavily on the
mental resources of the intellectual members of
the commumty not to exhaust the fund of
reflection and contemplative nvention from
which, 1 the absence of such resistless sabjects
of consideration, all literary cfforts, or sponta-
neous outpouring of the human mnd, must be
derived. Tt was not while the hardy Romans,
in the infancy of thair glorious republic, fought
inch by inch for their vary existence on the soil
of Italy—while the Volscian horsemen plun-
dered the frightenod peasants of the Campagrna,
—or the Gaul thundered at her humble gates,
that the rich genius of her poets, histonans and
orators proclaiuned to the world the existence of
o national hitcrature. A hundred tnumphs had
wound their ghittering way up the stcep ascent
of the regal capitol, o hundred kings in chans
bore testimony to the might of the victorious
fegrionaries, when Horace sang at the banquet
of Augustus, or Cicero thrilled the heartsthat

drank his burmng words in the hushed and
bstening Forum.  When Athens first landed
a weak and fugitive colony on the shores of
Lavadia few bards, save the cphemeral strain
of the wandening munstrel, cheered her early
struggles, or prophesied her unborn glories.—
Stately fanes sprang toward llcaven on the
mount of her Acropolis, the spoils of the East
tloated in her gullant slips on the waters of the
Pirams, when Pencles spoke, or Eunipides sang;
and 1t was the day of her decline that was
hehted with a niclancholy splendour by the
glowing genus of Demosthenes,

When a population ussumes a great commer-
crad or manufacturing character, a tone of mind
1s given to the people Inghly unfavourable to
iterary progression. All the strength of mental
imvention end assiduity 1s devoted to the
advancement of pecuniary interests, and the
aenins which might under different circam-
stances have proguced an Epie, or 2 Chroncle,
s exercised wextending thearm of commeraial
enterprise unto some quarter 3t never reached
before, in mintng for gold, or fishing for pearl.
Lesure, the hand-maiden of literary effort, is
wanting, and till her advent the thoughts of
the mind dig unrecorded, the high conception
flowers but to wither, and fancy 1s nipped in
the bud by the cold winds of distaste and ridi-
cule, which, in such 2 matter of fact community,
breathe chillingly on every thing apparently
profitless, and consequently looked on as vain
and trivial. It is only as the nation advances
n importance and standing, when wealth has
been produced by the successful lebour of com-



