
PRACTICAL LESSONS.
1. WHiiT' THE QURN 0F SHEBA HEARI

The visit of the queen of Sheba to Solomc
wo.s an event of ver>' great significance. Oth,
potentates sent embassies to corigratulate hi'
and solicit alliances for their mutual politic
and commercial benefit, bût this noble mindc
woman came in person to hear with her om
ears the wisdom of this gifted king and Irai
fromt him the solution of the great problen
which divine revelation alone can explali
These, wc take it, were the "hard questions
with which she wished to " «prove " Solomoî
flot clever enigmas and puzzles befitting tl
hours of recreation.

,r. T/te lame of Solonmiz, concerning I,
nanie of the Lord. It speaks well for Solomc
that wherever his wisdom aund wealth weze ri
nowned, men coupled bis gifis and prosperil
with the blessing of God. Courtiers take the
cue fromt the king, and had Solomon beeni
like boastfu mmnd with Nebuchadnezzar (Dai
4: 30) he could easily have put himself and n%
God in the foreground. He gave God tI
glory due unto his namne and ail the worl
looked with reverence towards Hlis temple (cl
8: 41, 42). As Christians it is our dut>' ar
privilege to hold up Christ as the authur of a
our blessings and so to use our gifts and ol
portunities that * 1 men seeing our good wvorl
ma>' glorif>'," flot us, buï 1' our Father which
in heaven." She came to prove him witk hai
qruestions. Long journeys have been unde
taken for leas worthy objecta. For goldq
silver or diamonds; for articles of commerc
in pursuit of scientific or geographical kno%
ledge; or in the mere spirit of adventure, nit
have braved dangers and endured hardshi]
in barbarous and inhospitable countries. X'e
there is a better motive still. The wise in
camne froin the distant east in order to Iay the
offerings at the feet of Jesus, and missionarii
travel further than either they, or Sheba
queen, to tell the story of that birth to natioi
that sit in moral darkness. .We do not net
to take long and expensive journejýs to hai
our questions answered. We cani bring the
ail to Jesus and bis Word, and learn more th2
Solomon could ever teach. We rpay commui
witn Him of ail that is in our hearts and lie wi
leave no perplexity unsolved, no sorrow ui
cornforted.

Il. WHAT THE QUEEN 0F SHEBA SAN
liad she visited Jerusalem froni mere motivi

. of curiosit>' she wvould doubtless have seen
)ri much to excite her admiration. Not even
er Egypt, or more ancient Assyria, could have
ni rivalled the land of Israet in intere.sting evid-
aI ences of progress. It was the niost "«modern"
-d kingdom of the age. On one subject alone
ra the queen's attention was concentrated,-the
,ri wonderful wisdom of the inspired monarch.
is This was shewn ini:
n. 4~. Thte hanse tlact he Aad b5udtt. This was

iprobably the royal palace nt Jerusalem which
i, occupied thirteen years in building. It stands
te for ahi Solomon's architectural wnnders, his

cool retreat at the foot of Mount Lebanon ad
ýe bis gardens at jerusalein and Bethlehemi. The
n temple itself is not mentioned but the palace
r- was on the temple platform and the queen's
ty admiration probably embraced the whple of
ir the structures crowning the artificial area on
f the summit of Mt. Moriah.

i. 5. The meatafhis table &lc. The arrange-
:)t ments of Solomon's household wcre on a scale
te of magnificence in keeping with L'ae spiendor
[d of bis palaces. Lavish abundarice, enjoyed
i. with dignity and decorum, was characteristic of
Ad his banquets, in striking contrast with oriental
Il1 customs ns exhibited later at the court of
?- Belsbazzar. Hs ascent b>' w/dcAi he went up
cs uio the house of the Lord. "«She could not
is indeed enter the courts of the temple, or ex-
,d aoeine its molten sen, and its carvings of palm,
r- lo-tus and. cherubim, for she was a heathen; but
:)r she saw the golden shields carried before him,
e; as he went thither in state, and the mound
v- across the valle>', and the gilded sandal wood
-n staircase b>' which hie ascended to the house of
?s the Lord." (Farrar>. She observed with
t, what gravit>', and seriousness, and an air of
-ri devotion in bis counitenance, he appeared,
jir when he went to the temple, to worship God,
es with as much humilit>' there, as majesty at
?'s other times. She observed with what a gen-
.is erous bounty he brought bis sacrifices, and with
.d wbhat a pious fervor he attended the offering of
ie theni. Neyer did she see su much goodness
n with so much greatness. (Cuni. Coin). This
tri was the combin ition which filled ber with
ie astonishnicnt and admiration. Such a union
iii is as beautiful to-day as when Solomon lived.
n- Too often an accession of good fortune is fol-

lowed b>' neglect of religious duties and con-
v. formit>' to the world, the Bible is less read, dloser
m s devotions are curtailed, the prayer meeting is
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