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MNMEIN OF MARK.

W. R. BROCK.

o W L. Hrock & Co Torontoe

Tu understand man, huwever, we et ook hevond the individunl
man and his actions ar intecests, and view han o’ combination with hin

fellows  Caki “ 12

1n the hustory of every country there are recorded the names ot
some men whose hives have had suh an mfluence over ther fellow
men that posterity tegards them as the moulders of the destinies of
the natinn to which they belonged, and although Canada 1s as yet a
young country, with the first volume of her history scarcely written,
on the pages of that history are inscribed some names which shine
as bnyght beacan hights
the eyes of all true Cana

energy and ability, h2 entered the house of Ogilvy & Co., wholesale
dry goods, Montreal. This was in the year 1864, and it was the trrn-
ing; point of his hife ; he had embarked on the tide that bore him onto
fortune,andalthough the was esof commercial disaster at timas dashed
fiercely around him, making it far from easy sailing, s v.ndaunted
spirst enabled han to steer safely over the breakers that shipwrecked
manv of his confreres.  About two years after he entered the em-
ploy of Ogilvy & Co.,, an opportunity « curred for hin to go on the
rord as a commercaial traveler for that irm. In this occupation he
succeeded so well that at the end of five years Ins employers made
bun a partner rather than lose his services, in which capacity he
started and managed the wholesale dry goods business of Opilvy &
Co in Toronto, an enterprise that proved successful from the very
beginming.  Mr. Jlrock retred from the firm of Ogilvy X Co. at the
expiration of the five years' copartnership, and staried 1n business
along with s bLrother un.
der the name of W. R,

Jians, giving them confi
dence in themselves andn
their country N0 nawe
stands higher wn this res.
pect than that of Brock.
It was General Sir Isaac
Brock who, eightv years
ago, taught the 75,000 1n-
habitants of Upper Canada
that a free people with a
just cause, although small
\n numbers, could not be
conquered by a nation of
8,000,000, who came hke
puatesto destroy the homes
of peaceaple inhabitants,
whose only offenie was
toyalty tu the flag ander
whih they Ined  Ttasnoe,
however, the dea general
that we Jdesire 10 bring be
fore the notice of our read
ers, but a hiving and worthy
representative of the same
name, sprung from the
same stock, who i the
pear eful walks of commer. ¢
has achieved a jreat s o
tory over what may he
tenned  adverse  wruun
stances, and made for hun
self an enviable reputation
amony the iead.uy businesy
men of the .somunion

Mr. W R Rrodk, the
semor partner of the tirm
of W. R. Brock X Co, had
no speually advantageous cucumstances, such as many of uvue
young men have to dav, to help hun on the high road to success
It was his own nduintable energy, perseserance and tact that
plmcd lum at the head of une of the icadmg Jdry K()OdS businesses
wnthe Dominson  Burn i the Tuwaship of Eramosa, near the aty
of tauclph, 45 sears ago, when that part of the country was more
thinly settled than it 1s at present, he had not the oppartanity of
acquitng such a Lberai education as can auw be ubluned su easily,
but he must Lave 1ecenned his rudimentasny instruction from some
teacher well adapted to lay a good foundation for the stiudcture,
which, by lose wpplication and extensive reading, he afterwards
taned fur hanselfl  le comimenced his bus.uess career at an early
age as a ddeekin A general store 1n the village of Caledonia, and a
tew years afterwards, realining that the pnzes 1o be obtained 1n bus
ness .0 (ountry towns were not suffiaently tempting to oncof lus

MR. W. R. BROCK.

Brock & Bro., in the com-
modious prenuses at the
corner of Bay and Welliny-
ton streets, in which the
present firm is suli locat-
ed. Wiseacres shook their
heads when Mr, Brock
made this move, thinking
that the magnitude of the
undertaking would prove
too much for his abilityand
means, but they did not
understand the calibre o
the man. After various
changes in the house the
present firm was establish-
ed n 1887, composed
of Mr. Brock, Mr. Andrew
Crawford, and Mr. Thomas
J. Jermyn, which thenen-
tered on, and has continued
in, an era of prosperity al-
most unrivalled 1o the lus-
tory of the wholesale dry
goods trade of this country,
In addition to his other
marked abilities, nature
has endowed Mr. Brock
with a gemal manaer that
makes every one, whether
nch or poor, who comes in
contact with hum, feel thor-
oughly at home, andthis
magnetic influznce hascon-
tributed very largely in
attracting customers to do
business with the firm, for
anyone can see that it springs from a warm heart and kindly feehng,
in sympathy with s fellow men.

I he extensive business in which he s engaged, the cares and
anuecues connected therewith, would prove a heavy burden on the
shoulders of the majority of men. But Ms. Brock has such excellent
administrative ability that he <an direct its management in such a
way that lis employes attend to the details with an enthusiasm
which secms to Le entorced into them from the spint of theiwr chief,
s0 that evervthing runs as smoothly as well-olled machinery, with-
out a jamny element, and although tis own business requires hus
close attention he can still devote a portion of his busy hfe to the n-
terests of his country and the Gty of Toronto. He s president of
the Empire Newspaper Co., of the Conservauve Associauon of the
oty of Toronto, of the Taronte Humane Society, and of the Toronto
Electncal Construction Supply Co., vice-president of the Toronto



