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In the history of every country there are recorded the names it

snme men whosce lves have had suI h an ifluence over their fellow

men tuat posterity regards then as the moulders of the destines of

the nation ta which they belonged, and although Canada us as Vet a
young country, with the frst volume of lier hu-ntury scarcely written,

on the paiges ni that histrnry aire ns rihed saine naines which shine
as bright beacon liglts in
the eyes o :111 truie Cana
dans, giving them confi

dence un thenselves andl un 
their country o nom
stands hgher un this res-
pect than that of llrock.
it was General Sir lsaac
lrock who, eightv years

ago, taught the 75,0o un-
habitants of Upper Canada
that a frce people wihla a

Just cause, although smamli
tr numbers, could not be

conquered by a nation of
8,aooo, who came laie

pirates ta destroy the homes
of pe.accatble nhabitants,
whose only offer, e mas

bu>alsy tu the fda indr
whu.h they lised hI lon

however, the de 1 geneil

that 'se dcsire to bring be

fore the notaie of our rea 1

crs, but a lioîng and wor'h>
representat.ue of the sare

naine, sprung from the

same stock, who un the

peaefulwalkso)fcommer e

bas athiesed a breat % t
tory ocvet what mayt be

termed adserse reun
sanes. and made fur him

sel( an en.o able reputat.,n

among the teadl.tg busè.ne
men of the .ominion

Mr. W R ltrcxk, tle

senior partner ni the turn MR W. F

of W. R. ltOsk & Co . had
no spe, uall> aula ntageous tsumnîtances, !uch as many of our
young men hase to da,. tu hlcp him n he high road ta success
I las b.s .w i. ndulg.t.tble enriety, perseseramse and tast that

plaeda h.m .t the he.ud of ore sf true icadung Jr% goods busnesses
in the )ominion Iutu, un the luashupof F. r.rmosa, near the city

of t.uelph, >ý >cars a, wihen that pars of the country was more
thiy »ettled than it us al prescrit, he had not the appartunity ni

at 4 uo.ng sh ha !.brral edus .st.on a , an flow be sobt.aned su casuly,

but he miust hase ueesed hs rud.mentaus nstructuon from so'ne
teaher well adapted tu la> a good fourdaton for the stiauture,
whuh. by u lise appt.atuon and extensuse readung. lie aftereards

sa.sed fut h.uu.e' lie ,.tmusen.ed bus buus.ue, .acert an eail

age as a dek un a general store un the %liaje %it Caledonua, and a
ew ycars afterwards, realbrg that the pres ta be obtaied un bus,

nes n tountry ts is %acre not sutTsLuently temptiog ta oneof aits

R.

energy and abilhty, ha entered the house of Ogilvy & Co., whnlesale
dry goods, Montreail. This was in the year :864. and it was the turn-
ing point of bis lfe; he had embarked on the tide that bore him on to
fort une,and although the was es of commercial disaster at tim.s dashed
fiercely around him, making it far from easy sailing, his .ndainted
spiurt enablrd h•n ta steer safely over the breakers that sihipwrecked
manv of his confreres. About two years after he entered the em-
ploy of Ogilvy & Co., an opportunty c. curred for him to go on the
rond as a commercial traveler for that firm. In this occupation he
succetted s well that at the end ni five years his employeri made
huim a partner rather than lose his services, i which capacity hc
started and managed the wholesale dry goods business of Ogilvy &
Co in Toronto, an enterprise that proved successful from the very
beginning. Mr. -Irock retired fron the firmi of Ogilvy & Co. at the
expiration of the five years' copartnership, and sta.:ed in business

along with bis brother un.
der the name of W. R.
Brock & lire., un the com-
modious premises at t'e
corner of Bay and Welling-
ton streets, in which the
present firm is stili locat-
ed. Wiseacres shook their
heads when Mr. Brock
made this move, thinking
that the magnitude of the
undertakng would prove

- too much for his abilityand
nieas, but they dud not
understand the calibre of
the mari. After various
changes un the bouse the
prescrit firm was establish-
ed un 1887, composed
of Mr. Broc k, Mr. Andrew
Crawford, and Mr. Thomas
J. Jermyn, which t'aen en-
tered on, and has contnued
in, an era of prosperity al-
most unrialled un the bis-
tory of the wholesale dry
goods trade of this country.
In addition to his other
marked abilities, nature
bas endowed Mr. Brock
with a gental manner that
makes every one, whether
rih ot pool, Who comes in
a ontact wtb hm, feel thor-

oughly at home, and this
magnetic influence bascon-
tributed very largely in

BROCK. attracting customers ta do
business with the firm, for

anyone can sec that ut springs frorr a warm heart and kindly feeling,
i s> mpathy with bus fellow men.

i be extensive business un which he us engaged. the cares and
anxuchies connected therewith, would prove a hcavy burden on the
shouldeis of tme majority of men. But Mr. Brock bas such excellent

administrative abihlty that be a.an direct its management un such a
wsay that his enployes attend ta the details with an enthusiasm
%%hich seems to Le entor ed mto them fram the spirit of their chief,
so that everything runs as smoothly as well-ailed machinery, with.
oui a jarring element, and although his own business requires h:s
close attention be can stili devote a portion of hs busy lfe ta the m.
tere,%uf hibs tountry and the taty of Toronto. He us president of
the Empire Newspaper Co., of the Conservative Association of the
city of Toronto, of the Toronto Humane Society, and of the Toronto
Electncal Construction Supply Co., vice-president at the Toronto


