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crtion 10 Gud,—the beginning of what alone
really Jeseves to bo called hfe.

et prteere—
KNOX'S COLLEG!E FUND.

We beg to remind ait the Congregations of
the Church that, according to the instructions of
Synad, the contributions fur the ordinary Collego
Fund should be made and remitted in tho course
of the monzhs of January and Februarg., It is ot
very great importance that this should bo nttend-
ed o,
been made at no parucular time, and In conse.
quence of this want of defimite arrangement, the
important object has, in many quarters, not had
justice doneit. It 13 searcely necessary to re-
mark, thit we now referning 1o 1he ordimary
College Fanr, and not to the Building Fund, for
which a separate and most vigorous effirt wi'l
have to be made in every congregation.

There is no object presented 10 vur congrega-
tions that can be at all campared m imporiance

to our College. Tt is, humanly speaking, the !

mainstay of our Church. It is to 1t that woe must
mnly look for nunisters to 6l the places of
thoso who have borne the Lieat and burden of the
day, and 1o break the bread of hfe to the numer-
ou; congregations that are at present hke sheep
without a shepherd. It is o 1t that our peuplo
must lovk, as the Tustitution in whieh their suns,
who:o hearty the Lord may have touched, ean
obtain the necessary training, to fis them for the
arduuvus but honorable ulfice of the cliistian min.
idry.  We have reason to believo that our peo-
ple are becoming more and more inerested in
the Collego ; and wo moat sincerely hopo that
this interest will be practically cvidenced by hbe
eral and geaerous contributions. In consequence
of the remuval to new premises, the expenditure
will be sumowhat larger this year than formerly.
But we trust that the freeswill offerings of our
prople will enable us, withuut difficulty or incon-
vemence, to meet all aecrssary expenses.

It will be borne in mnd that the Students of
Diviaity pay nollnng for their more wition. Tt
isof wreat importance that it should be so in the
case ;)fcandidales for the ministry, maay of the
very best of whuom are not at ull in circumstan-
ces to enable them to obtain an expensive edu-
cation, Besides, it i3 for tho goud of the Church
at large, that candidates for the ministry should
be well and thoroughly tramed. It is but right,
then, that 1he means and opporiunities should be
putin their power, and that no barriers in the
shape of fees for tuition should be put in their
way.

We havo cause of gratitude in the {fact that,
during the present session, we have such a ful
sttendance at College. Sumo of the Students
aro from places whero comparatively lutlo is
dono fur its support.  We haopo that these Siu-
dents will furm a bond of connexion between tho
Collego and such congregations, and that, on
this account, more may be done than in former
yeats.

Presbytecies, we trust, will see 1hat 1he instruc-
tions of-Synud are reganied ia tho matter of gheir
Collego collections, so that every congregation

In previous years ihe conmributions have |

CAL
may do justice to the olyect, by givieg accurding
to us alility,

Il ever thore was a year when we should re-
ceive largo and hberal contrbutions from our
frionds in the country, it 13 the present one, mark«
vd as it hos been wah such abundanco and pros-
perty.  May the heasts aud the hands of aur
people be wpened, that having freely receved
they may freely give,

——
FOREIGN MISSIONS,

‘The annual collicenon for the support of Fotrign
‘l.llissxuus 18 appointed 10 bo made on thy thd
:Sabbath of Janumy. In thes appointment, the
iSynud liag used the andefinite term « Foreign
j Mussions,” in order that 1ho amonnt received
fmay bo cvpended 10 the service of the Froe

{ Chasel of Scutland, ns titheria, or 1 the suppurt

yof & direct nssion from Canada, as may seem
fi, Tvicahe all but wvnanimous op aion of tho
Foreign Mission Comnuttee, thnt he Luter alters
j nativo should be preferred, und that the coliection
ol 1836 should form a fund 10 defray the itia-
tory experscs of a Missjon to Foreign pansfram
the Presvyteriay Chureh of Canada. “I'ho final
determinarion of this point wiil be resepved for
the Synad,

of next summer, our Chureh may be privileged
to gend abroad at lea<t two mssimaries to the
heathen, carrying the message of salvation. The

the committee are not to be prematurely publish-
ed.  ltis right, however, to intimate tho fyct
that such a prospect exists, in order that thoso
amongst us who love the cause of Mistions may
be ecncouraged to coatinue ia prayer—and in
order that the liierality of vur people nay be more
cheetfully and copiously exercised in providing
for tho ingtitution and support of a Canada For-
eiga Mission,

It has been already mnde known that the views
of the committee are directed to the Bengal
Presidency of British India. The missionarics
would thero labor among a dense population—
under protecton of British laws—and in the vici-
nity of the Freo Church Mi-sionaries at Caleutta.
To show the need of additional heralds of 1he
gospelin Bengal, we extract the fullowing sen-
tences from an interesting letter of the Caleyua
correspondent of the News of the Churches:—

reached, untouched. Millivns upon mullions,
living at a dig'ance fram the river-side, our chict
and almost only highway, have nover secn a
missionary, unless when in some huriied itino-
rancy ho has stopped for a little, spoken a few
words, and distributed a tew tracts and books.
The valley of the Ganges is 8iill a valley of dry
bones, with only here and there a solitary voice
calling to tho breath to come from the four winds.*

Ministers and preachers aro respectfully re-
quested, not merely 10 announce the collection,
but to advocate and impress the clzims of the

Foreiga Mission.
oreign ) D. Fassen,
Con. F. AL, Com.
Montreal, Dec. 17, 1855.
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Thete i3 good reason to hape, that, in course

names of thuse 1o be proposed to the Synad by |

« The great mass of the population are still yn- !
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FCORD,
1 OUR MISSIONARY MEBTINGS.

‘Tho seasen for holding ihe Annval Congre.
" gatonal Musonary Mecungs is now approach-
wg, and wo are glad to ubserve, that several
i I'resbyteties are alroady making arrangewents
lor lolding them.  The subject deserves the
serious attention of our Presbytentes, Tt 13 of
. the very uimost unportance, that the gteat doty
- of musins,—the duty of seching to extend the
kingdam of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chifst,—
tho dury of carty 1g out the mmd of Chnst,
especiaiy as expressed 1 s last command ‘1o
bis disesples, should ho clearly sct belore our
people.  “I'lus can be most successfully done
by means of Missionary Meetngs At tho
same tme, Misstonary Meetings will assuredly
faul, unlesa those connected withh them mahe 13
their stady to render them really interesting and
effecuve, by ennsidening the subjeet befurehand
and prepasing scmcung caleulated o arrest the
attention, and umpresa the ound and heart.

We carnesily trust, that ihe Missionary meetings
may be increasingly successful, and that a spent
of liberality may be poured out on all cur prople,
Wero it as easy to obtnin lunds Inr canying on
the holy enterprises, connected with the kingdom
of Chnsi, as it 13 for carrying into execohnn
sauerely secular plans and prejects, or even for
tome festivo celebration, what glonous issucs
mght we hope by the Llesaing of God soon to
see. But,afas! it 13 one tnng to collect money
for mustonary purposes, and another thing 1o
| cotivet it for the mere purpose of worldly grati-
! ficatwn. But the silver and the gold are the
Lord’s, and he can turn the hearts of men even
as tho rivers of water.  May e open the liearis
and hands of all who call themselves by Ins
name, and teach them to rogard 1t as a niost
precions privilege to givo as God hath prospered
thiem, for the advancement of tho cause of Christ

both at home and abroad,
———————p ety
A Dav oF Tuankseiving.—~As tho Govern-

ment d:d not sce fit to appoint or recommend
a day of public thanksgiviug, several of the Pres-
byteries of the Church appointed a day, which
wo have reason to believe was very gencrnally
observed.  Our mercies nre unquestionably great
aad ought to awaken feclings of deepest geati-
tude in every breast. Our Province has been
lessed with peace and plenty, and with the ab.
sence of devasiating disease,—our aaricultural
and commercial interosts havo made rapid and
marked progress;—the arms of our Ewmpire,
which havo been taken vp in defence of right,
and in opposition o tyranny and despotism, have
been successful; asa Church, we have, amidat
great unworthinesy, been advancing,—our cords
have been lengthened, and wo trust our siakes
have been surengthened too.  These, apart from
all mercies of 2 domestic and private natare,
should awaken our feehings of gratitude and
thanksgiving. May our gratitude not bo evanes-
cent as the morming cloud and the enrly dew,
but may it be deep and permanent, and be evi.
denced by our growing humility and devotedness,
and our growing desire to glotify God in our
bodies and spirits which are His. °-




