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Religions Intelligence.
AUSTRALIA—THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH O¥
VICTORIA.

Tho Synod hero ja dosignatod the Bynod of the United Presbyterian
Church of Victoria. It was instituted in January, 1850, It is composed
at tho present of twelve ondained ministers, but comprchcnd:_u only_cu:ht
congregations, most of which, as you may suppose, are but in an infant
and unsettlod state.  Tho following is a'list of tho different congrega-
tions in tho order of their formation i—

1. The church in Collin's Street, Melbourne, under the caro of the
Rev. A. M. Ramsay ; commenced in January, 1847.  Supposed popula-
tion 70,000 .

2. Tho church in Portland, under the caro of tho Rov. A. Ross.  This
congregation commenced in January, 1849, under tho ministry of tho
Rov. T. E. Richardson, M.A. Portland is & scaport-town, near the
Adelaldo boundary, and about 300 milea from Melbourno. ~ Supposed
population 1500,

3. Tho church at Warrnambool, under tho caro of tho Rov. Ln.chl:m
M‘Gilliviay.  Mr. M'Gillivray has four stations, or hanlets, at which ho
officiatos. 110 commenced his Ishours in Juno 1849, Warrnanibool is
a small township o tho sca.const, between Goclung and Portland, about
70 siles to the south-cast ot"| Portland, luml(l about 150 from Geclong.
Supposed population 1000 in the town and district.

4. The l‘colinrch in Lonadalo Strect, Molbourne, under tho caro of the

Rev. William Jarcott. ‘This Congregation was commenced in January
1850.
5. Tho church at Geolong, under tho earc of tho Rov. Afox. M‘Nicol.
Mr. M*Nicol commenced his labours in Geelong in March 1851, Geo-
long is at tho other oxtremity of the bay from Mclbourne, and distant
ahout forty miles. Supposed population in tho town and subutbs, 20,000,
Mr. M‘Nicol’s congregation have given orders for an iron placo of wor-
ship.
é’. The congregation at Broadmeadows, a township in an agricultural
district, abeut twelve miles from Mclbourno. ‘Tho Rev. David Chap-
man, ministor. Tho causc commicneed in May 1851. .

7. The congrogation at Albury. Tho Rov. Davit Ballantyno, minis.
ter. Albury issituated on the river Mutray, and is about haif way be-
tween Molbourne and Sydney. Mr. Ballantyne commionced lus labours
in this township in Juno 1831,
he church in Napier Sireet, Colingwood, Mclbuune. Rev.
Mr. Hanulton conunenced his Jubours in
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Robert Hamilton, minter.
Collingwood in Feb. 1852, . )
The Rov. Robort Scott has been labounng for somo timo past in the

an-—— T SRR

distriet of Kinlochowe, alont twenty niiles (rom Molbournes  Tho dis-
teict is partly a squatting and pastly an agricultural ono; bnt tho popmla.
tion 13 estremely seattered, and thero is litile prospect of any congregas
tion boing formed.  The Rev (L8 Handt has Intely gone on a visit to
the Grangy, i the Pantland bay disiriet, where he imay poasibly sco it to
o Jus duty to fabour i the miistry of the *Vord, to the fow sottlors in
the new township of Hamilton, and at the Jdifferent squatting stations in
the vicinity.

Tho tinisiers aow mentivged ace all that aee aetively engaged In the
work of the ministey, at the present thine, in conncetion with tio Synod ;
amd being 80 widely apart, they cannot ofien meot to doliberato on their
cotion interesta, and to duvize those measures which tho splritual do-
etit tion of the coumtry demands,  Thero is litle concotted action
amongse us, and our combined intluonco is fuohle. Wo do not apeak
cotparatively. ‘Fhe evil we deploro nttaches itself moro or loss to every
evangelical community here, and arises vut of the peculiar circumstances
of thy countey.

It may bo uscful 0 you to know that there aro three scctions of the
Prashytetian interest in this colony, ‘Ilicro is first tho scciion which
gympathises with the Edablished Chnreh of Scotland 5 socond, tho scc-
tion designated the Froo Church; and third, the United Presbyterian
Chutch of Victoria.

1. "T'he firat section, dosignated Church of Scotland, is in tho receipt of
State pay, and up to tho past year, numbered only four congrogations,
and in this stato had continved to oxist for ten years, viz, ono in Mol
bourne, at present under the earo of the Rev. Me. tletherington.  Ono
at Geelong, under tho care of Mr. Lave.  Ono at Camphellficld, about
ten mades froan Melbonrne, under tho eato of tho Rev. Mr, Gunnj and
two proaching stations, Colac anl Wardicyalluck, in the interior, under
the caro of the Rev. Mr. Gow,  During the past year, throo additional
ninistors have entered tho fiold in this connoctivn—the Rev. Juhn Reid,
formerly of Johnson, who declines all Riato support in the mntter
of s supend, and is formmg a sccond congregation in Molbourne, thoe
Rev. Mr. Low, who ofliciates at Forest Creok, and tho RRev. Mr. Craig,
who has recently gono to Belfast, a small seaport about fifty miles from
Poriland.  Wo atre nut awaro of any othier congregations in this body,

2. ‘The Frco Church of Victoria, whicli coninenced in November 1846,
has fivo congregations, ‘T'wo in Melhonme, the first under tho care of
tho Rev. Mr. Sinclair.  One at (Geclong, under the caro of the Rov. Mr.
‘Tait.  Ono at Boningyony, near the Ballarat diggings, under tho caro
of tho Rov. Mr. Hastio; and ano at Kilimore, about forty milesfrom Mel-
hourne, on tho Sydasy Read, undaer tho caro of tho Rev. Mr. llume.
Tho flov. Mr. Sinclair's congregntion worships at proaent in tho Protos.
tant Hall; but a wooden place of worship has been ordered, we loarn,
from Singapore. The Wealeyans, wo inay here retnark, have ordered
acveral iron places of worship from England, which we hear may be
shortly expocted.

3. T'ho United Preshytorian Church of Victoria, which commenced In
January 1847, and numbers cight congregations, as already described at
tho commeneement of this cpistic. :

Botweon the twn last mentioned scctions thero oxists no aubstantial dif-
ferenco, and a union, it is belioved, is felt by severals in hoth churches
to bo oxceedingly desirable, and a correspondenco with that viow is about
to bo opencd, A fetter hasalready ismed from this Synod to the Synod
of tho Free Church, sotting forth tho desirablencss and practicability of
an wecorporated nnion, to which a hearty responso, wo hope, will be
given, Jt is considored, that tho actual non-acceptance of Stata pay
may furoish 2 suflicient bond of union 8o far as tho question of civil es-
tablishments of religion is concerned, leaving the abstract principle to bo
entertained or not entertained by the office-bearars and mombers of our
soveral churches, acconding to their own individual judgment. It is
gratifying to have it to say, that, liko our own congrogations, the con-
gregations of the Freo Church have purchased thoir own sites, and ereeted
their own manses without assistance from Government, and that they
havo joined in the late weneral protest against the “ Publie Promotion
Bill,” as it is called. ‘Thiz hill, we may hare ahanrve, hae alen haap
passed against the upenly recorded opimon and solemn depreeation of
Dr. Perry, Bishop of tho Lpiscopal Church.  In common with our bre-
thren of the Freo Chureh, the oxcellont Bisaop opposes the measure on
tho ground of the suppurt 1t guwves to popery.—U, P. Miss. Record.




