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sinners."1 That is, the unprincipled, wicked, and profane portion of 80.
ciety. Persons about whose moral character, and staDding ia society
there was but one opinion. Persons whom the proud, seif-sufficient, self-
complacent Pharisce, would spurn with contempt from bis presence;
and to eat and drink with wbom would render hlm loathsome even in
his own eyes. The publicans and sinners drew near to Christ for to
bear hlm, and lie who is the Physician of the sick, the Friend of the
friendless, the Saviour of sinners, the Seekcr and Finder of the lost, treat.
*d themias they had neyer been treated hefore. 11e was glad to sec tiieua
coming, draiving near,- -drawving acar unto 1dm. They could sce it la
his eye, they coula hear it in the gentie loving tone of bis voice,-they
could £eel it both ia bis heart and their own. They knew, and believed
that their being publicans and sinners would not tura bim awty froma
them. They came as sinners, and it was as sinners that Jesus received
them. Ile came to save sinners, the chief of sinners, and it is very evi.
dent from the preceding chapter that the ý;reat teacher bad just
been delivering a discourse about the fulness and freeaess ol the
gospel under the figure of a great supper, to which alI, even the poor, the
maimed, the hait and the bllnd -were invited, and it -%vas then that the
publicans and sinners drcw near to hear hlm. There was something in
bis looks, bis words, bis beart, which dreiv them to hear him,
and they could not but sce and fcel when they heard bim that
he loved them and desired their salvation. Dear reader, if you have flot
yet come to Christ, permit me to tell you that he is willing to receive
yon, and anxious to save and bless you. Ile is now saying, Come unto
mue ail yc that labour and are heavy laden and 1 wilI pive you rest. Hlm
that cometh unto me I wilI la no wise cast out.

The Pharisees and Scribes were the second of flhc two classes of our
Lord's hearers on the occasion whca he delivered the parable of the lost
obeep. And there cau be no doubt whatever that what they thouglit,
and feit, and said, led hlm to utter the parable. They were displeased
with Christ, Ilthey murmured, saying, this man receivcth sinners, and
eateth with them." This was the cause of their dispicasure, and that
dispicasure nestled la their bosoms until it manifested itself la hatred
and maiignity. The cause of their batred was ne cause, and no
wonder he said on one occasion Ilthey hiatcd nie without a cause."
There was trutb however la what tbey said, preclous trutb. Chirist did
91rctv sirners."l This is a deliglitful truth. To receive sinners and est
with them and give them spiritual food to, cat, 'was la harmeny
vith bis character, bis mission, and the whoie of his ministry.


