
THE INDEPENDENT FORESTER.

Tho 3?orestric year just elosed lias been one of
great prospcrity to ail tho Eili Courts. In Cen-

tral England the iiiîcaso inriembership wvas fully

80 per cont. Ia Southern. England it was even
greater than this, wvhilo ail the roxnaining H1igh

Courts show gratifying gains. Wc wouild not beat

ail surpriscd to lind tho rnenbership doubled in

Grea.t ]3ritain axîd Ireiand during the uext tweve
months.

An Artistic and Literary Souvenir.

We have nxuch pleasure in cailing attention to
the pubiihers notice on tlo insido page of the
back cever of this nuniher, regarding the "1Dulc
Domium" »Sweet Home) suppleient of TirE INDE-
rENDENT FORESTEit. This elegant Fupplemnt will
ho a fitting souvenir of the Supremne Court meeting
and -%viil mark an epoch ia Vue history of Forcstry.
As it Nvill find its -way into the hiands of tous of
thousanda of ri oresters, it, will be the best adver-
tising medium of the year, and we have ne doubt

that the liixnted space that ean bo de.voted to this
purpose wvill ho proinptly takeiî Up by members of
the Order and other business mon.

The Twrentyý-fourth Anniversary of
the LO.F.

On Firiday, the l7th June, TuEn INDErENDENT
ORDER OF FORESTERS Viil have completed the
livenly-fourt& year of its history. Two dozen
eventful, years thoy have been. The growth, and
development that they have -%vitnessed in the
I.O.F. have more than rèalized tho highiest hiopes
of the founders, ana. of the great arnîy of tiiose
t',at from its inception have been -%vorkzing for its
extension. The retrospeet is a inost pleasing eue.
Ail along the years the progî'ess of the Order
shows widenig usefuiness, and iiicreasing confi-
dence on the part of the publie that, it lias so, -vell
served. The ontlook was nover so briglit as it is
te-day. Strong, united, progressive, it fears no
rival.

Tho efforts to injure it are growing more and
more futile. Opposition te, it has so, long been
inieffective that it lias now practically ceased. For-
esters evcrywliere will observe the twenty-fourthi
anniversary witli a lighit heurt. The animal ex-
cursion teForosters'IslindPar'kwildoubtiesa drawv
a larger crowd thaiî ever. Excursions by rail and
steamer will ho run frein a great nvtny points.
Fromn Toronto, the extreinely low rat- $,1. 75 for
the round trip lias beeni secured. A great niany
courts ;vill doubticas participate in the pienie.
Régatta, and gaines on Saturday, the lSthi. On
Sunday, the 19th June, the anniversary service

wvill bo bld in the pavilion. The praiso wiil bQ
led by a Md'hawk choir. The Cliief will bo at his
Island Home te, receive bis many guosts. Past ex-
pcriences have testified te the cordiality of tho wel-
corne -%ithwhichî Dr. and Mra. Oronhyatek-hareceivo,
thieir thousande of fî'iends. We confidently oxpeet
the twenty-fourth anniversary of tue Order wili, ho
celebrated with greater enthusiasni thiau over.

The 1. 0, F. is Cominended for its
Statesmanlike Attitude Towards

United States Volunteers
Who are Members-

The action of the Executivo Council iii issuirng
the following rules lias3 lico highly comm&ided by
the press of the United States. The rides sliow
the broad international spirit of tho Order, ami
tho appreciation of the Exeutive of the cause that
the great Republie is chanmpioning in tho present
coafiiet with Spain.

1. Ail members of the Order who have respond-
ed or Nvho may hiereaf ton respond te the eall of their
countny, and serve in tho arnxy, navy, or znilitia,
shahl from the date of such service ho classed as lu
the 'IlOrdinary or Preferred'" elass, and shall pay
the rates provided for sucli elass in section .237 of
the Constitutions and Laws.

2. Ail restrictions as te, residence south of the
3Sth parallel of latitude are hereb'y suspcuded, iu
se far as it affects or mnay affect the said brethiren,
such suspension te continue during the time that
the said brethren are se engaged in Crv, service of
titeir country.

3. Your Financiai Secretary is hereby instructed
te transfer any brother -%Yho nway ho ia the l'Haz-
ardous ' or "I'Elxtra Hazardous Class"1 te the "IOr-
dinary or Preferred Class'» from the date of bis
entrance iute the niili tary or naval service of hie
country.

4. Ail courts are instructed te imnnxdiately fur-
nish the Supreine Secretary with the name of each
brother who rnay enter the nihitary or naval ser-
vice of his coir.try, giving, if possible, sucli further
information as te, regiment or ahi p as te, enable the
SupremeOfficens te, k eep track of our brethreu and
te, communicate with thîem fnom time te time.

A Detroit paper, referring te the above rules,
asks, cencerning the Order, the question, "leI it
American?"- and proceeds te, remark:

" The good book teaches, ' By their fruits ye
shiail know them.' \Ve believe this -%vill apply to,
fratennal insurance societies as well as te anything
else. We have heard those who opppse the Su-
prýomo Court I.O.F. howl about its beýng un-Arn-
encan until we are positively tired of 11t. Now,
ail at once, like a chap of thunder fnom a clear sky,
to, tiioso wvho have heard these assertions, comnes
froni the Supreme Court Office the decree that auy
and ail Forestens vhîo desire te, enlist in the. serv'ice
of tlieir country to flght against Spain sal hiave
the benefit of protection the saine as though thîey
nemained at home. Whether this le Atiienican or
net wve lave te, each =nan te, judge fer hiihseif."
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