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divine will-conducted in the spirit of de-
votion-prosecuted under divine dirction,
and rendered successful by direct interpo-
Sitions of divine power. And these songs
scein to have been composed to celebrate
victories or in somci instances to mourn
defeats. Ail nations have becîî in the habit
of celcbrating national victories or lament-
ing national calamities in songs. TInt as
Israel wvas the Lord's people, and their
wars bis ivars, the songs rcferring to sucb
events among thexa. were expressions of
piety as welI as of patriotism. Tliey were
at least sometimnes composed under divine
inspiration and miglit be regarded as nets
of worship to God. As early as the days
of Moses sncb songs seem to have beca
collected into a book, entitled as above
mentioncd, the book of thxe wars of the
Lord. A fragment of it is preserved in
whichi tbecy celebrated aa interesting period
in the history of tîxeir wanderings. Wlica

after thirty and eigbit years wandering-
whien the last man capable of bearing arms
at the tiae of the departure froxa Egypt
had died--aud whien thecy had pitebced be-
yond Arnon, the boundary betwecn Moitb
and the Amorites, and the first stream thc'y
had seen sixîce tbey had drunk of the River
of Egypt, and were about eatering uipon
the couquest of tbe land, they sang:

" What hie did in the Red Sea,*
And in the torrents of Arnon,
And ia the pouring forth. of the brook.s
Wbich turas to the dwellings of Ar
And leans upon the borders of Mloab."1

-Numbers xxi. 14, 15.

Tlheir first hiait prescnted an interesting
scenie, ivhichi -ives occasion to an outburst
of the people's gratitude, ia a beautiful
specimen of primitive Hebrew poetry. No
longer supplied miraculously 'viti wvater
from tbe rock that followed tbem, niow by
natural springs as at Marahi and Elimn, they
resorted to the mode of supply character-
istie of a eultivated country, viz. : digging

-* The meaning of the original phrase here
is very uneertain. Ia the margia it is IlVa-
heb te Spab." Several of the best inter-S eer translate it-" Vaheb in storm," i.e.

ehovahl advaacing ia stormi (sec Nah. i. 3.)
takes Vaheb, supposed to be an Amoritish for-
tress on the bordera.

a Nvell.* Ilence the place wvas knowa as
Beer, a vvell, proliably the saine as tbat
knowvn afterwvard as Beer.elim, the wvdfl of
tbo bieroes.- (Isa. xv. 8.) This wvas donc
ly divine dirc,tion-

Gathier thîe people together
I wi Il give them water.»

Water is la these countries of sncbi im-
portance as to render the discovcry of
any additional supply, a suficient call for
p)ublic rejoiciig ; an(l the success of the
people on tbis occasion under the guidance
of thecir great leader and the prince of thecir
tribes, led to an ode commemorating the
simple yet precious gift-

Spring up, 0 %vel], sing ye unto it
The vrell which the princes digged,
The nobles of the people digged it
W'ith flhc sceptre of flic lawvgiver,
WVitli the staves of their tribes."

-Numbers xxi. 17, 18.
As the poctical romains of that age are

so scanty and from their extreme antiquity
se intcresting, wc may notice the only
other fragment of lyric poetry preservcd.
It is te be found at ver. 27-30 of the same
chapter. The Ainorites biad but rccently
subdued the 'Moabites, who dwvelt North o?
the Arnon, and occupied Uesbibon wbich
they made their ebief city. But they were
dlefcated by the Israelites at Jabaz and their
land entirely conqucrcd. The event wvas
coxnmemoratcd ini a song, of wbichi only a
portion bas been preservcd. "lTherefore,"
tbat is because Hlesbibon had fallen in this
manner, the coniposers of proverbs say,

" Couic home te fleslhbon
Built and restored to the city of Heshbon."

Achallenge or ironical appeal to the
Ainerites Fo retura and robuild their city.
Let tlieni corne wbo bad been se successfal
against Moab-

"For lire wven t out of Heshboa,
Flames frori the city of Sihon;
It devoured Ar of Moab-
Tlie lords o? the heights o? Arnon."

Ia the next strophe ho turas te M-ýoab
and annouances bier overthrowv. If bier
Gods could nt proteet bier from Silion and
the Amorites, in the triumph of Iarael
over the latter t'ho former is entirely lost-

284


