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not have a free pand.’’ That is the idea
of every general officer We have had in Ca-
nada, that he shoull have a free hand, in
other words that he should run the nation-
al military force of Canada independent
of the national government. The very fact
that at the present moment Lord Dundon-

nic 1 admii istration, leaves pothing of tne
administration at all for the minister or
cabinet.

His first complaint is that the second sec-
tion of his first report of the year 1902 was
suppressed. This he quotes as aninstance
of how he ‘‘suffered from the autocratic

ald is moving abont freely with app! ly
unlimited license to stir up disaffec-
tion against established government in this
country while the administration at Otta-
wa is being held responsible for what bas
happened gives she answer to the whole
question. If & militia corps gets run down
una has to be disbanced for inefficiency,
as in many cases has been done, if there is
a shortage of ammunition compared with
what there should be in time of trouble,
if there are no guns of sufficient power to
mount on the fortresses and be effectivein
case of war, if the make of rifle is Tobso-
lete or not of the best, and if the ammuni-
tion is deficient in quality and true firing
propensity, who is it that the country
holds responsible? Not an English colo-
nel or major-general who may be brought
over hero to advise the minister and han-
dle the heedquarters s.aff but it is the
minister aud the government us & whole
who are held responsible and solely re-
sponsible. T.ord Dundonald is responsible
to no person for the document to which he
signs his name congisting of vver two col-
umns of newspaper type.

All his general statements i wst be Jis-
carded, because the warmth of tone and
the violent depunciation display u bias
u}ninlt the government by which he was
recently dismissed We mnst, therefore,
take up alove his particular statements.
Before that, however, it is to be noted
that in the introduction to his statement
he says: ‘'l have not sought to 'mpose my
policy upon the minister or upor the cab-
inet.’’ !n almost the vext sentence hesays
tbat he thinks he should  have had a
free band in the +ttechnical administration
of the force.'” What Lord Dundonald
would descrite as appertaining to the de-
partment of militia outside of the techoi-
cal administration would probably be the ac-
cepting of tenders for coal and the supply
of provisions for a camp. His term, tech-

and | inter with the machin-
ery which 1 was supposed to control.”’
This was really an attempt to control the
machinery of the mini ter’s office for itwas
the duty ot the minister to whom the re-
port was wmade to consider whether he
could advise his eclleagnes and “the crown
that it was in the interests of the ceuntry
to bring that report down to parliament.
Sir Frederick Borden has already stated
on the floor of parliament that this report
wis in the nature of a second military
report concerning the military resources of
the conntry and consequently within the
discretion of the government to bring down
or simply treat for their own information.
Lord Dundonald’s point that bis report was
not marked secret or confidential is puer-
ile. One might as well say that the report
of the British b at Washington
to tha government in England was not cap
able of peing treated as confidential un-
less, forsooth, he dictated to his superiors
by weriting on it the word confidential.
Lord Dundonald could not possibly have
made a report upon & general scheme of
militia and defence and have marked it
confidential because the ministry might
bave chosen next day to bring it down
to pailiament. Every military and every
ambassadorial report is in the very nature
of things conftidential, but the government
may chooe to make it public The whole
thing is in the dircretion of the govern-
ment and from first to last it is against
this discretion of the government thatLord
Dundonald rails.  The general says that
Sir Frederick Borden refrained from bring-
ing that report down “‘aguinst 1wy pro-
test.”” 1f he lodged a protest ‘against the
government exeicising its discretion as to
the affairs of this country he was guilty of
prasumption, the extent of which he does .
not appear to perceive.

Passing over the organization of the or-
dinanca corps, where Lord Dundonald’s




