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The Real Benefit of Machinery.

Tuost who depiet g0 eloquently the pleasures of
wmodern farming by machinesy, draw more on $heir
miagination than their expericace, I have tried it,
and while I donot despair, I .2 often discouraged.
1 have a machine with which 1 can, and do, turn the
grindstone, cut fodder, thrash, grind the grain, drive
the cider mill, saw wood i the log with o deag saw,
ac cord wood with a cireu' .r saw. This i will do.
and do well, but oh, the vare of keeping ol these
things in order and getting them to work well, I
have & polato planter, that at one operation warks
aut the roews, cuts the potatecs, drops thoe se!s, eovers
them up, and rolls the ground. Also one that drills
twelvo acres of corn and beans in o day, and decs the
work well,  Wo have cultivators that leave very
fittlo {o be done with hand-hoes.  We have mowing
machines and reapers that leave little to be desired
in this dircetion. The tedding machine shakes out
the hay ns well ag it can be done by hand.and five
times 09 fast, the wooden revolving rake pulls it into
wind-rows, # pitching machine attached to the back
end of a waggon will, curey the hay onto the load,and
n sleel toothed sulky vake makes all clean, Then at
the bara woe unload with & horse fork, and the farmer
ean git in the shade smoking the pipe of contentment
as e witnesses the operation.  Then we have & ma-
chine for milking cows, and another to work the Lul-
ter, while, if you malkc checse, the American vals
und presses make the labour mere ¢hild’s play, com-
pared with the old Cheshire system. I havenol tried
these Jast named machines, bt I have little doubt
thut they work as well as some of the others I have
named. The grain binder, {oo, I have faith cnhough

to believe will gsoon be attached to covery reaper, )

and then with » steam plongh and a goead potato dig-
ger, won’t farmers have an cagy timeY Not o hit of it
1T these things would run themselves ; if they never
got out of repair 5 i they had no disposition tolie
round loose, but would put themselves up, then in-
deed we should be* gentlemen of Jeiswre But
this will never be.  We can change our work, but
we can never gef rid of it I we do not work with
our musles, we must with our brains.  And the en-
conraging feature of thisage of invention is not that
these ** Iabour saving mackhines do the work so nuch
cheaper, as _that they change the character of the
labour required in agriculture. They Jessen back-
breaking dradgery, and increase mental activity.
A farmer who nses a good deal of machinery cannot
be dull aud stupid. It will moke a man of him. I
expect great things from the young farmers of Amer-
fea, There is eversthingto encourage them : soil,
climate, social position, politieal intluence. The
destiny of the country is in their hands, But they
must not expectto live lives of case and luxury.
Braing ratber than muscles will be required in the
new condition ol our agriculture. Machinery will
stimulate mental activity, and encourage the growth
of Jhat rare grace, patience’—Hurris, tndm. Agri-
cullurish.

Smut in Wheat,

Tae prevailing opinion among European writers
is, that smut in wheat is caused by an insect—an cgl-
like worm—which i3 said to he in the sced-whaat
when sown, sud by the moisture communicated to
the secd in the carth the insect i3 ¢nabled to burst
tha walls of its prison, and, cscaping, risesto the
surface and sccures o Jodgment hetween the leaves
of the growing plant, near the centre —as the grain
whero it begins to develop. It then works its way to
the head of the growing wheat and makes its entrance
into the emdbryo grain, which destroys the natural
development of the wheat and causes the diseased
transformation whick we call smut.

In the Ohio agricultural report for 1857, the able
and efficient seerctary, J. ¥, Clipparl, furnished an
article with several illustrations, giving the natural
history of tho insect and its effect upon tho wheat
plant. ‘The fucls given were chiefly derived from tho
abservations of British and continential Earopean
writers, and it may be considered presmmplive in us
to allempt {o controvert such distinguished authority.
But we will, neverthcless, venture the opinion that
thoworms found in the diseased graias aro ruther the
effect than the ~ruse of the disease. All diseased
Dodies, whether animal or vegetable, ara subject to
peculiar kinds of parasites. Tho discased state of
tho subject furnishes the requisite conditions for the
propagation and dovelopment of the insect. Wo
lsuow this to be the casoin thonsands of instances, and
judging from analegy it may besoin tho cage under
consideration. The insect i3 denominated the Anguil-
tula Fritica.

In the Jowrnal dc Agricullure Praclique, M. Mon-
tague, who draws lis information from a French
naturalist, who has given the subject much attentior,
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gives the following as the means most eficient to
prevent its fncrease. It matters less whether the ine
sect isthe canse or the ¢ffect of the disease provided
the remedy is cffectual,

The anthor, ns a gubstitute for lime as usnally ap-
lied, which ho says hasno good effect upon the
iving inscct, recommends acidulated water, composed
of one part sulphuric acid {oa hundred and fifty
paris of waler, in which the wheat is to be steeped
twenty-four hours, this he asserts will effectually
destroy all the anguilliles contudned in tho grain.
This process of prosenvation is ncither expensive nor
difficalt fo carry out, and that the germinating pro-
pertics of the grain are inno way injured by it.

Tt is alvo recommended (hat the crcenings from
disensed grain bo taken care of 50 as not o find their
way back {o tho fiehls in the manure or otherwise.
It shoutd clther be burned, or, if cast to the fowls or
other farm stock, it should first be submitted to a
femperature suflicient to destroy the lifo of the inscets.

We throw out these hints for what they nre worth,
hoping that they may lead to such observations as
may furnish additional light upon the subject.~(vl-
man’s Rural World.

Helping the Soil,

Tnegovd farmer doca this,  Nature doesnot always
make o perfect soil—indeed but geldom. Then the
farmer’s oid comes in oxcellently. 3o is supposed to
be o man of understanding ; if not, ke bad better be
employed in something that he has eapacity for. The
means to help a soil are not scant, What ground
geaerally lacks iz manure. Manure is the best one
ingredient that can be applied, as it contains the
principles of many others. I moisteus soil 5 it mel-
tows it; it drains it it guards it against frost and
san. It is for this rcason that so much manure is
used, and, comparatively little else. People will do
without 4 sub-soil plough, without ditching, without
amowing machine, without even a bhorse ruke; but
they use manure, more or less. It iswell for theland
that this is so. Nature has mado some soils too wet
far farming purposes—though to meet her end they
were properly made, The furmer nred not be tuld
that, {o belp this soil, he must drain it He then gets
the undeveloped richness. Pulverizing it and stir-
ring it deeply, so that thie heat and air can get down,
is unother great thing., Theso ore the main things—
stimple, yet how little done.

Nature gives you thoe soil ; you belp her, and she
helps you in roturn—helps you while yon are doing
it. Bhe keeps your ground moist when vou mellow
it; and she lets the air pass into it with its fertitity
which ske took from negligent barn-yards——and this
fertility she leaves with the soil—so that the farmer
and nature are helping each vther. Thus our farms
are improved. Iow are they deteriorated? DBy just
the opposite course—by negleet. The more wedo
for sur furms, the more nature witl aid us; and thus
the better will be our land.  The teath is, wenre anly
helping nature at the best, and she pays ug for what
we do for her: the land is still hers: she forever
holds the title deed.—Colman’s Rural World,
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Rawsing Poravoes vsper Stoaw.—* On g recent
{rip in the St Clair County, Ills.,”” says friend Colman
of the Rural World and Valley Farmer, “we saw
hundreds of aeres of land covered with straw. The
ground had been ploughed and harrowed and mark-
¢d off, and potatoes dropped, and then the whole site-
fuco covered abont six juches deep with straw.  The
potatoes have no further attention till digging time,
when {we or three hundred busghels per acre ave ob-
tained. The straw keeps the weeds down, and the
soil cool and moist. The straw is raked awayin
antumn, and there lio tho potatoes white and clean
Ehte’?traw potatocs bring the highest price in mar-
el

Socrces or Fanse Mascre.—W. I, White, of South
Windsor, Conn., writing to the Boston Qulfvalor on
tho resourees a farmer has from which to draw ferti-
Yizers for bis Jand asks:  “ Docs the reader make the
most of bis resources? Is there nothing left that can
Ba converted into fertilizing material.  1Yowis it with
tho hog-pen? Is that well supzl)licd with good mate-
rial to absorb (ho Jiquid as well as the ammonia? A
frec supply will tend to keep the hogs clean and fur-
nish a quantily of manure. Then there is o privy,
which is too frequently aliowed to waste its amuonia,
instead of absorbenis supplied o fix it. A tight
vault, into which dry muck, plaster, loam, &e.. may
bo iniroduced and mixed, will supply soveral loads
of poudrette, snperior to what the market affords,
with little Iabour. Tho hen-roost will supply several
barrels of good guaro, the quality of which there is

no question, when home-manufactured, by aupij of
dry loam, plaster, &e., with frequent overhauling.”

Stock Departurent,

Summer Management of Sheep.

Suger are very Hable to fiy-blow during the show
ery and hot weather. They should, therefore, be
carefully examined morning and evening, aud any
sheep thas appears to be *struck ™ should bo caught
and examined. If maggots are developed, they should
be scrupulously removed, and the part dressed with
a lotion gently rubbed into the roots of tho wool. By
dissolving Lwo ounces of corrosive sublimate in a quart
of waler, o very useful and appropriate Jotion for the
purposs is obiained.

Sheep are slao much disturbed and annoyed by
flies attacking their heads. If the skin is Droken,
caps made of ealico and dressed with piteh or sweet
oil and white hellefore ghould be puton the head.
Leicestors—more especinlly the young rams—are
subject to the altacks of theso industrious little posta.
A temporary shed creeted in the field not only peo~
tecls them from the glare and heatfof the sun, but
also in'a great degree mitigates the attacks of flies.

Sheep that were not dipped at the {ime they were
clipped, shonld now be bathed in  liguid preparation.
Unlvss this cssentinl precantion is observed they wiil
be infested with skin paragites, Lambs should be
similarly treated. Unless they have been well cared
for, they are prolably now swarming with ticks.

There are various specifies advertised for the des-
truction of sheep parasites.  We belicve none to be
betier than the preparation advertised in our columns
by Mesars Hugh Miller & Co., Chemists, of this city.
In preparing the bath, the careful flockmaster will
study and minutely follow the printed directions
that accompany overy package.  After the sheep are
batled. they should be allowed to stand in an open
yard or other enclosure, free of herbage of any kind,
to allow the liquid,—~which is necessarily potsonous
—{o drip from their fleeces.  We have known in our
experience, several instances where numbers of sheop
have breen poisaned from neglecting this simple pre-
eantion. No branch of farming pays better tkan
sheep hushandry 3 but in order to obtain the wmaxi-
mum profit, good feeding and careful managenent
are esseatially necessary.

Show-Ya;& Abuses,

We extract from a recent issuc of The Former the
following practical snggestions on thigimportant sub.
jeet. They will amply repay an attentive perusal -

“ Of abuses, the most obvious is the overfeeding of
breeding stock intended for exhibition ; and while its
immediate offects are open to cvery observer, of its
ultimate results we seldom hear much. AMany a fine
heifer, however, has foundered on her first ealf, simﬁ!y
because she had been the forfunate winner in het
section at previous Reyal Shows. Victory on such
terms is dearly bought 3 and it has often occurred to
us that- our conpratulations to the owner should be
deferred until it is cortain that his winning heifer bag
successfully passed the ordeal of “ qualification.”
Then, indeed, congratulations would be well timed—
in a double =cnse, too, considering the risk that had
been run ; whereas these are often premature when
offercd a8 the animal passes out of the ring beating
the tokens of the judges’ approval.

~Nor ig the baneful practico of over-feeding con
fined to the female elasses of gur Show stock, or even
to cattle.  Bulls, sheep, swine, and even horses, are
fed to such a degree that the animals are not unire.
quently put out of shapo altogether ; and instead of
being fit 10 produce their kinds, they are forced into
mere wadding monsters, at which one may look with
wonder, but never with gcnuinc admiration. A true
Judge will frequently derive much greater satisfaction
from an isspection of tho samo description of stock
kept at hame in o natural state for breeding purposes,
than be will do from looking at those which carry off
the bonours of the Show-yard.

& Jtiswell kuown that the evils of the systen of over-
fueding show stock of all kinds have been frequently
deplored, and sirong representations made on thie sub-
jeck by bireeders, and by the agricultural press. Yei,
up to the latest show of breeding stock that was held,
there was not the slightest syptom of improvement. It
seems strange that the pasties most interested in the
matter should bie 50 much opposed to it, and yet that
nothing is dono io remedy the evil. The reason i
siroply this, over-feeding bas become n fashion, and
breeders know very well that uoless they yield to it
they may keep their stock at home, forif they ven
tured to show their cattle ot sheep in the atate these
would be kept for breeding, no one wonld look at
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them.



