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Coxrespondence.

Tho Colorado Potato Beetle.

( Z'o the Edilor of the Caxapa FARMER. }

Sir :—=\When at work in my garden this morning,
1 picked up 2 full-grown larva of the Colorado Potato
Beetle, which had under the body what at first sight
resembled the spawn under 2 lobster, but on moving
it on my hand 1t turned out tobe alot of young
beetles, which commenced running about on my hand
in a very hvely manner, and of course I threw the
whole brood mto the fire.  This fact may account for
the beetles being so numerons when they first appear
in the spring. 1 have noticed o statement that some
one h.s found a bug that cats the potato bug, and
then goes into the ground and attacks the potato,
and now heis locking for a bug that will cat the bug
that eats the potato buy, and 1 hope his search will
prove successful. 1 tind ithat apprehension is felt in
Eugland that whenciver the potato beetle becomes as
numerous in the castern cities of the United States
as they have been in the western cities, they will
find their way on board the shipping, and so be in-
troduced into England. Wheneser they become nu-
merous in Quebee, which ean only be a question of
time, they will find their way to England on the
timber-laden ships which annuaily leave that port
for different parts of the United Kingdom ; and when
this pest is added to the constant recurrence of the
potato disease, the working classes in England will
have to substitute the common dwart white bean for
potatoes. The beans are much more nutritious than
potatoes, and can be largely raised in Canada if a
suflicient demand for them should ever be called into
cxistence. I observed in the Glvhe an account of a
spider-killing insect which has been noticed on the
tronts of the houses averlooking the Bay, and also
that asimilarinsect had been noticed in New Zealand.
1 have no doubt that theee insects are no other than
the mud wasps, which are by no means scarce in this
locality. Itis out of the question to keep the win-
dows of the upper rooms closed by day during the
hicated term, and those wasps find their way in and
construct their habitations of clay to the annoyance
of the occupants of these rooms. They certainly
destroy a great many spiders, but the spiders are
said to destroy bugs, so in that respect they are use-
ful, although no cleanly houscwife likes tosce spiders’
webs hanging about her rooms. I may add that the
Colorado Potato Beetle has not yet become sufficiently
numerous in this scction of the country to scriously
interfere with the cultivation of the potato crop.

Thishas heen a trying winter for the fall wheat, In
some places the farmers have commenced ploughing
it up, but in other places it has stood the winter
pretty well.—I am, &c., SARAWAK.

May 7th, 1S74.

Removing 2 Wart.

( To the Editor of the CANADA FARMER.)

Dear Sir:—A valuable mare of mine hasalarge
wart growing on the outside of hor fore leg im.
mediately below the knee joint, I cut 1t off twice
Iast sumnmer, bhut it is now again as large as cver. It
«locs not appear fo causc lamencss, but is a blemish
acvertheless; and if you can suggest any means for its

>

removal, I shall feel much obliged.—Yours, &e.,
J.W. B.

{Remove the wart with a knifc, and then tongh the
rools with salphuric acid, being careful in doing 0
not to injure the surrounding skin.]

Books oF Farnixe.—“H. H.," Uxbridge.—
Wright's Hlcstrated Book of Poultry costs $15, and
Dadd’s American Cattls Doctor, 81 50. They can be
purchased at any first-class beokstore
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Our Dairy Products-

The scason has now arrived when the manner in
which dairy operations are entercd upon and carried
out will have a very important influence upon the
profits derived from the year's husbandry. Any-
thing, thercfore, which may tend to enhance the
value of dairy products, and any improvement in the
processcs of manufacture that will give them a
higher value in the home and forcign markets, de-
serves carcful consideration.

We wish, in the first place, to draw attention to
the fact that Canadian butter—to which product of
the dairy weintend to confine our rcinarks in this
article—occupics a very infetior pesition in the Euro.
pean market.

Now, therc isno good reasor why all our dairy
products shoull not rank as high as thosc oY any
other country in the warll. In our last issue we
quoted from the Mark Lane Erpress to show thatour
checsc occupics a position second 1o none, and brings
fully as high a figure as any in the English market,
excepting certain fancy brands such as Cheddar,
Stilton, &e.  Qur farmers are as intclligent, cnter-
prising and cncrgetic as can be found anywhere; and
if they can only bLe induced to devoie a portion of
their time and attention to the causea of failure and
the means for remedying them, there will doubtless
be a marked improvement in the quality of Canadian
buiter, and conscquently better pecuniary results.

Gencerally speaking, sofar as the majority of onr
farmers are concerned, the dairy occupics altogether
an inferior position to any other branch of agrical-
tural industry. 5o long as cnough butteris made for
home use, and to exchange at the store for groceries
sufficient to mect the demands of the houschold,
there e nothingmore to be desired. Ocr farmers
rarcly consider what is the valie, commercially, of
their Lutter after it has left their hands.  They care-
fully scan the home and foreign market reports, and
the alightest flactuation in the prices of grain attracts
their attention at once, whilst the fact that Canadian
butter occupices 5o comparatively low a position in
the market entirely cecapes their notice, or is con-

sidered of no consequence whatever. This is a great
mistake, and causes loss to all parties concerned ; in
the first place to the farmer, who, if moie are were
exercised in the manufacture, wonld reecive & better
price for the article ; and in the second place to the
merchant, who often sutfers severe loss from the
rapidity with which it becomes mucid hefore he can
dispose of it.

Up to the present time butter, good, bad and in-
different, has commanded the same prices at the
country store; but a movement has been inangur-
ated amongst merchants to diseriminate between the
different quahties, aud pay for it accordingly. In
some placo butter mspectors are appomted whese
duty 1t 15 to place a value upon the article, giving a
certificate to the vendor of the price 1t 15 worth,
which will bie pawd by the merchant or consumer,
This will doubtless produce govdresults.  The pains-
taking darryman will be pard & fae value for Ins
butter according toits quahity, and the slovenly and
carcless will reecive the just value of theirs, and
“nothing more.”

The farmer is not the only paity to Llawe for the
stizma which attaches to Canadian butter abroad.
The country merchant, as the article coes in, heaps
all sorts, quahitics and colors togetier, throws the
whole mto o tub, packs it clone, covers it with a
layer of salt, fasteng it down, amd sends it to muket,
Nocare 13 exercised m disermmnatingg butnaat the
different qualitics, packimg that wluch most nearly
approximates m color, &e., together, and uttely
rejecting that which is hadly made and wferion
One lump of bad hatter placed in 2 barrel with that
of the best quabty will specdily taint the whole,
and render it httle better than raned grease, alto-
gether untit to be put upon the table for house-
hold use. .

To make gaod butler, cleanlingss is of vrimary im-<
portance—n fact, 1w 1s the sine qua non off durving.
Next to cleanhiness, 1z working the butter s> as to
remove all traces of the buttermalk, then saltmg,
packing and storing—all requure the most scrupnlous
care an L atiention i order to] produce satwisfactory
results.  The temperature at which the eream should
be kept previous to and dunng the operntion of
churning must also be taken into account. Iu fact,
to manufacture a first-class **gilt-edged” article re-
quires an inflexible adherence to certamn fixed rules,
which our readers will find fully eaplamed m
scnies of articles on the subject m the Dawy Depart.
ment of the CaNava Fanmer for 1873, and wlhiah
will repay carcful perusal.

There s one feature of dairy husbandry fo which
we wish todireet the attentian of enr reads rs, and
which has produced very satistactory vesults amoneat
our Amencan noghbors. We vefer to hutter fwes
torzes.  Chieese factores have now beconwe n s
manent and flounsling  Canadian wstitution, the
benefits of which at would be ditficalt to overw iz
mate. Farmers have provel by exporicnee thad
they reecive belter eash velums for their duiev
products by this system than by undertaking all the
trouble and care of making and marketing thar chee: o
themselves.  Why not, therefore, apply the sawme
system to the manufacture of butter? We liope te
sce before another year these usefel and, we may
almost say, indispensable adjuncts to sucerssiul dary
farming, in full operation throughout the country,
behieving, ax we do, that they will tend more than
anytlung clse to improve the quahty of Canadimn
butter. .

-

Vier's Frorav, GUuipk—The thinl nuwmber (op
1874 of this charming and popular little work 1s foliy
up to theold mark. We condially recommend it to
all lovers of tlowers.

Tae Directors of the Western Fair Assematicn
have decided to hold the Fair this year at Lo,
during the week commencing 29th Septemix.. Abwat
$§11,000 in prizes will be offercd.
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