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advantage in two ways, the firt of which is,
ttyou have to handle -mrore combs for the

"Eme a1nount of honey, turn the extractor more
crefully @o that the unsealed brood may not be
thrown Out with the honey (tbus making a
AlCkieh looking mess of the product before it is
stralned), as- well as endangering the life and

aib Of the queen in getting the bees off the
0oMbs ; this latter being quite a serious matter,
according to my experience.

lhen, again, the bee-escape boards are of no
e in freeing the combs of bees where the

queen is in the upper story, for the
bees will rot go below and leave her, no
11atter how gcod the escape is. AIso,
the queen will lay the given number of
eggs Which nature has prepared her to lay, much

aOoner than she otherwise would, se that the
queen arriveq at old age, and must be super-
eded miuch oftener than is necessarv ; and all

for whUat ? This brings us to the second
advanage (which the reader probably bas

alrady (livined), which is that nine times out
o t n this broad is unly reared at our loss.

Where the queei bas acccss to the whole
aroeunt of rcom given, she increases ber egg

g n the arrival of the honey harvest until
8e efteu has rocd in every frame used. This
rod re juires much of the honey brrught in

the field to rear it, and, as I said before,
line ties out of teu arrives on the stage of
action as mature beces, just in time to becomo
Ccnsmners instead of producers, thus taking a
8 rge tart of our honey crop, not only in the

:1 stage, but in the adult as well.
1ow often have I seen hives black with bees

uring the mionth of August, when there was no
honey in the fields to gather by these super-
iCTnerary bees, which are hanging on the out-
aide, in perféct idleness day after day. Far
better that they had not been reared, for they

fnot added a single ounce to opr crop of
ney, but, on the contrary, have consumed

Iunllds of what we might have head.
ow, the queen-excluders give us the privilege

deterrnining just how much brcod may be
eared after the harvest of boney commences,

and the wisest apiarist will place the amount
t t he point which will allow him bees enongh

secure all subsequent crops for that year ; for,
rule, none of the eggs laid by the queen

* a honey harvest commences, will be of
%IaY direct use in securing the honey from the

rn Of the kind of fiowers which are yielding
olley at that time, for it takes 37 days from the

e the egg is laid until the bee goes into the
C a a laborer, where a colony is in a normal,
tiou ;. while no fiora, here at the North

a which I am acquainted, gives a continuous

yield of honey for that length of time. Inas.

much as the perforated zinc allows us to adapt
the number of laborers to the capacity of our
field, I consider it one of the greatest inventions
of the age; espeeially so, as it in no way hinders
the work in the surplus apartment, no matter
whetber we are working for comb or e tracted,

honey. WH IIEES CLUSTER.

On page 68o I see that Prof. Cook " supposed
it settled " that bees always have a home

selected when they swarn, and cluster so that

the queen may rest ber wings, which are unused

to fiving. No, no, Professor; if sncb were the

fact, why do not the bees go at once to their

home, instead of going about the country for

days before entering that home, as they are

of ten known ta do?
While I fully agree with you that bees "some-

times" have a home picked out before they

leave the hive, yet I "guess" you are wrong in

supposing that they do always; for I believe

that more swarms do not thus have a home

selected than do, and I will proceed to give the

reasons why I believe my guess to be nearer

right than yours: In the first place, I have

known of very many swarms which have settled

"for the queen ta rest her wings," and before

the one intending ta hive them had all in readi-

ness, they "went off'-not to their home which

they had selected, but fro-n bale a mile to two

miles, where they cluitered again ; not to allow

the quçen to rest her wings, but for the swarm

to send out scouts in this new locality to see if

a home could not be founrd-and in one instance

the proof is pretty concluesve that this moving

was kept up for a week.
Another thing, which I consider still btitter

proof, is the fact, as I believe it ta bc, that

when bees have a home selected before they

swarm, all of the bees go to that home aiter the

swarm starts frorn the limb-when the queen

bas become rested, according to the Professor-

so that no bees are left baniing about tho limb

afterward, as is the case where no home is

selected, and scouts are sent out to find one.

Who bas not noticed from, six to fifty bees

around a limb on which a swarm bas clustered

for an hour or more, and then been hived, flying

about and aligbting on the sane for from one

to three days afterward, apparently homeless

wanderers ? These, I claim, are /the sc-Ute

which have returned to find the swarm gone.

I wish to thank the Professor for giving me

credit for general correctness along the bee line,

the same being more than I deserve; but on

this point I am not wîlling to take a back seat

yet, as he will see by the above.
Borodino, N. S.
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