.

- themselves they’ can le put on to the

\" cleared of foul brood. -

.

- to give them a little later va when Leing

# about a month’s time.
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foundation, and the whcle yard wiil be
-Of course, 1t
would Le necessary to haesealed stores

prt:pqred for “winter quarters, and' if the
owner. of bees did not Leve them he
would probably have to buy. Doubt:
less a request through Tui Jornxav
would secure a sufficicnt number of the
right size. It wopld not ke apy dif-
ference eien though” dark lieney was
used, and there are \. ry mangy whe
would. perthaps'be very zlad to dispose
of con:bs filled with dark honey at a
very reasonable figure.

We know that if becs, are worn ouf
when they go into wm,ter quarters, even
though they survive the winter m good
condition, they are only left'to' enjoy a
few ﬂwhts in the spring, and a large
.colony of such bees wili not live long
enough to performthe work of replacing
themselves by young becs, requiring
If'this plan of
treating bees is carried mit we do noet
know that it will entircly destroy the:
theory of having plenty of young riees
for winter. By young Dbees is niean:
bees which have not worn themselves:
out by exertion, and which have nct
lost their vitality to such an extent that
they arc weak and unable to give an ar.
count of thems$elves in the broodiny in
the spring. Isit not a fact that lecs
wkich have clustered from the cessation
of the honey flow until the time for
winter pac)‘?mg will be nearly as strong
as young bees which are reared after
the honey flow is over? The former do
little or no work, and are not nearer ex-
hausted than bees would be after six
" weeks or less of ordinary labof.

Is it not reasonable to suppose that
the nearer we can.get bges to a state of
quiesence immediately after the honey
flow has ceased the stronger they will be
to go into winter quarters. Hso it is
quitc possible that we may yet learn a
. means of keeping them quiet so. that the
necessity of fall broodm« may be done
away with.
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Uniting Bees vs. Destroying Them,
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HAVE been much interested in' Mr. Hasty's.
article on uniting bees in the fall, (which
appenred in Tue JounsaL for October

.

—
15th) g0 much so that; had I .receiveq Tiz
Jovrys1 before preparing my bees for wintgr |
‘would have giyen hig plan a trial; although,
Jadging by my own e\permuce the uniteq
colunies would consume moﬁg}aﬁey that one ..
‘ordinary colony, and be in no better condition
in the'spriug; still I am willing to leurn, and if
there is the least advantage in such wiiting
would ruther do so than destroy thoee bt need.
ed, buy, 1f as I expect there is no admm%e m "
it, but rather disadvantage, I would elmrﬂe\oﬁ'
the surplus cclonies as 1 have done the pusl tio
séusons. The first five years of my experiency
among bees was with the lafrge Jones hite, and" \
each full the colonies would be all sizes, from
five frames up toten, and I freauently uoticed
that the large ten-frame colonies.would be mere
nuclei in the spring, and would be beutep the
following season by the five- frame colonies,
while usually the average oneson séven or eight
frames would be in best- condition. \Only last
fall I put a cojony into winter quarters which
filled an eight-frame hlve. It had not swarmed
all season, and had been working in two upper
storeys. That colony wintered i in good condi-
tion, but was no-better in the spring than many
others which had no'more thau two thirds the
quanuty of beds when put awayin the fall.
MNany bee -keepérs claim that large colonies will
consume Veryl little more honey ify the winter ,
than an ayerage One, but I believe “where one
colgn containg twice the qqnntxtv xybeos con.
tu-ed in another it will cansume avearlv twice
tha qrantity of honev. I know a bee-kocper who
p'«cwl n very strong ccleny in winter uarters
oze fall with over forty poundd of houey, and it
starved before spring. ' .

Jusb such things as this turning up dvery year
compels me to pinr my faith to good ordinary
colonies, just such as are got by practising Hed.
don's coutraction systym, which I have done for:
the past tour years, wish to say, however,
that I refer-to indoor wintering altogetber, as
my experience with outside wintering has been
very limited, although successful; but I am ac. |
quainted with bee-keepers who winter oatside
and who hold the same opinion. I should like
to know if Mr. Hasty winters his bees inside or
out, and also how much houey is- required to
carry one of his strong united colonies through
from Oct. 15th to-May 15th. I like ail my
colonies to have at least 25 Ibs. of honey to clus:

.| tet-on, and after they are a}l prepared for winter

I don’t expect to see the inside of some of them
for.seven months, and to place them in winter
quarters, with four, or eight, or even twelve
pounds of honey, as Mr. Hasty speaks of, I
should consider a very wasteful method of de-
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