
THE CANADIAN 3E JOURNAL324

them.selves they cain l, îut on to the
foundation, and the wlicle yard wiil be
cleared of foul brood. - Of coursr it'
would Le ne,cessary to h a. e saled st oites
to give tlen a litile latti us % hen beling
prepared for wmter quarîtcs, and' if the
owner. of becs did not 1<\e them lie
would probably have to luf. Do'ubt-.
less a requiest t1hroug h Tii JLUTNAL
would secure a suffîcient usamsober of t.hec
rigit six. It wo;ild not !ke any dif.
ference e. en .tlouîgh 'da k hieney was
used, and th1ere are ', ry iîmii0y wlho'
would. pe haps'be very glad to dispose
of co.mbs filled with dark honey at a
very reasonable figure.

Wc know that if bees, are worn out
whcn thsey' go into wiyter quarterE, even
though thiey survive the yinter in good
condition, they are only lêft*to'enjoy a
few flights in the sprinz, and a la-rge
,colonv of such becs w:b not live long
enough to perforni the work of replacing
themselves by young becs, requiring
about a rnonth's tine'. If'this plan of
treating becs is carried oilt ve do not
know that it will entirt.ly destroy the.
theory of having plente of young riees
for wiiter. By young becs is. neait
becs which have not vorn themselv< s.
out by exertion, and which have nct
Iost their vitality to such an extent that
they are weak and una ble Io give an a-.
count of themselves in the brooding in
the spring. Is it not a fact thàt atNs
wl-ich have clustered from the cessaÀon
of the honey flow until the time for
winter paciing will be nearly as strong
as young bees which are reared aiter
the honey flow is over .? The former do
little or no work, and are not nearer ex-
haisted than bees vould be after six
weeks or less of ordinary labor.

Is il not reasonable to suppose fthat
the nearer we can.get becs to a state of
quiesence iinmediately after the honey
flow lias ceased the stronger they will be
to go into winter quarters. I{so it is
quite possible that we rnay yet learn a
means'of keeping then quiet so. that the
necessity of fall brooding rnay- be clone
away with.

For Tancr CANADiAN nEK JouRNAn.

Uniting k3ees vs. Destroying Them.

llAVE been much interested in*Mr. Hasty's,
article on uniting bees in the fail, (which
appteared in THE JOURNAL for Uctober

15th) so much so that' had I .receivea TîI
Joit.t before preparing ny bees for vinter i
'wold have gi en hiQ plan a trial; tlhouxglh,
j.îdging by niy owi\ experience, thte united
colonies would cbnsume norþeey than one
ordinary colony, and be in no better condition
ii tie'sring ; still I ei willing to learn, and il
there is the leaet advanîtage in such unitng i
would rather do so than destroy those ilt leed.
ed, but, if as I exp'ect, fhere is no aduntrtage In

,it, buit ratier disadvantage, I woul& shîutdie off
the surplus colonies as I have done the pa\
sènsons. The first five years of my ex erienc4
amîong bees wvas with the I¢rge Joues b *e, and
each fall the colonies would be ail sizes, from
five trames up to ten, and I frenuently noticed
that the large ten.frame colonies.would he miere
nuclei iii the spring, and would be beaten the
following season by the five-frame colonies,
while usually t'he average ones on seven or eight
frames would be in best- condition. WOnly last
fall I put a cojony into winter quarters which
filled an eight-frame hive. It lad,înot swarrned
ail season, and had been working in two upper
storeys. TPhat colony wintered in good condi.
tion, but was no-better in the spring thar. nany
others which had no more thau two thirds tjie
quantit. of beds when put away in the fait.
4..ns bee-keepèrs claim that large clonies will
corisume .Very> little more hoIey iÙ the winite
than an ayerage 6ne, but I believe where one
colony contains twice the qantity'o bees con.
t ecd 'n anothser it wil cnscum i earlv tw:ce
t i " 'piantity of honev. I kiow a bee-kojper wlio

paiced a very strong colrny iu winter 'huarters
ure f..ll with over forty pouadé of hôoy, aad it
starved before spring.

Juc t such things as this turning up every year
compels me to pin my faith to good ordinary
colonies, just such as are got by practising Red.
don's contraction systun, which I have done for-
the past tour years. wish to say, however,
that I refer-to indoor wintering altogetber, as
myexperience with outside wintering has been
very limited, although successful; but I am ac.
quainted with bee-keepers who winter ontside
and wlho hold the sane opinion. I should like
to know if Mr. Hasty winters his bees inside or
out, and also how much honey is- required ta
carry one of his strong unted colonies through
f roni Oct. 15th to -May 15th. I like ail my
clonies to have at least 25 lbs. of honey to clus-
teb. on, and after they are al prepared for winter
I don't expect to ,sed the inside of some of them
fo' seven months, and to place .them in winter
quarters, with four, or eight, or even twelve
pounds of honey, as Mr. Hasty speaks of, I
should consider a vory westeful method of de-
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