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. “Jlapsed into sin. A Deacon-of this Church having se<Thecla, nor any of the Saints are to bu worshipped.
RELIGIOUS MISCELLANY. dul::ed n lady who resorted -to him for this purg)so,!For that anciex;{ e{ror shall not prevail over us, to
' the practice of private confession to Priests wus abo- forsake the living God, and to worship the‘things' that
lished by Nectarius, Bisho{: of Constantinople, in 140 are made by bim; for they served und worshipped
years afterwards ; when the examination of a man’s the creature more than the Croator, and became
own conscience and confession to God was pronounc-'fouls. For if be will not have the Angels to be wor-
ed sufficient. This usage continued. After u lapse:shipped, how much moro will he not have her that
of 70 years, we find public confession often made by was born of Anna ?  Epiphanins Heres, p. 448.—
penitents in Italy, who caused a writing containing. Let Mary then be had in honour; but let the Lord
a catalogue of their various offences to be resd in,be worshipped : Il. 450.—The Saints are to be ho-
public. Leo, then Bishop of Rome, A. D, 459, com- noured for imitation, notadored for Religion : Jugus-
manded this practice to be disused, and pronounced tine de vers relig. Cap. 535.
it to be sufficient that the guilt of men’s consciences Error twchen infroduced.
should be declared in secret confession to the Priests Chrysostom, Athanasius, Augustine, Epiphaniug,
alone. From this perivd we may therefore date the| atrenuously opposad this error, which began to
rise of auricular confession, which by degrees acquir- : Epiphanius patticularly wrete

i : b "arise in their days,
ed its present unscriptural character. [The p"ac"ce‘against the worship offered to the Blessed Virgin by

was deemed doubtful, by the Council of Cabiloneme:” Collyridians, a word derived from Collyrides or
. e. Chalons sur Snone) in France, A, D. 813; a“d:(;:kes \gbich at a certain season of the year wergy
:;:: !f,i;;te(l'«:s;z::: (il?y Athle) C]%l;gc.'l g‘; [l':;i":;‘a:"i;loﬂ'ered by some superstitious women to tl.le Virgin,
after Christ before this notion prevailed.] A.D.390. ln the year 1030,Anselm described Her-
ven as being in clloubt which -.;-a;’mostﬁvor!hy olfoh_t:)-

nour, Mary or her son; and Peter Damian, 1050,
FRAVERS TO ‘_3 ATNTS: scru;;led nzt to apply to her what is affirmed of bim-~

Opposed-to Scriplure. self by Christ, that all power was given to her in hea-

First Commandment.—Thou shalt have no other ven and in earth. But it was not till the time of
Gods before me : Exodus xx. 3, —Thou shalt fear Bonaventure, A D. 1558, that the evil reache¥ its
the Lord thy God ; him skLalt thou serve, and to him;heighf, forhe substituted the name of the Virgin for
shalt thou cleave : Deut. x. 20.—I am the Lord,that that of God throughout the Psalms; calling his work
is ny name ; and my glory will I not give to another, the crown, or Psalter of tla Blessed Virgin. To re-
neither my praise to graven images : Isaiab xlii. 8. capitulate all the blasphemies, of this kind which then
—And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met bim, began to prevail, would require volumes.— 1o be con-

BYMN,

Show pity, Lord, O Lord, forgive,
Let a repenting robel live;

Are not thy mercies large and free?
May not a sinner trust in Thee?

My crimes are great, but doot surpass
‘The power and glory of thy grace;
Great God thy nature hath no bound;
So let thy pard’ning love be found.

0! wash my soul from every sin!

And make my guilty conscience clean!
Here on my heart the burden lies.

And past offences pain iny eyes.

My lips with shame my sins confess,
Against thy law, against thy grace;
Lord, should thy judgments grow severs,
I am condemned, but thou art clear.

Should sudden vengeance seize my breath,
I must pronounce thee just in death;
Aud if my soul were sent to hell,

Thy righteous law approves it well,

¥et save a trombling sinner, Lord,
Whose hope still hovering round thy word,
Would light on some sweet promise there,
Some sure support against despair.,

CONFESSION TO PRIRSTS.®

Opposed to Scripture,

Aud Joshua said uato Achan, My son, give, I'pray
thee, glory to the God of Israel, and make confes-
sion untc him : Joshua vii. 19.—Canfess your faults
ose to another, and pray for one another, thst vou
may be healed : James v, 16.—If we confess our
tins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
snd to cleanse us from all unrighteousness-: 1* John
1. 9.—1 acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine ini-
quity have I'nothid. | said, I will confess my trans-
greasions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the ini-
quity of my sin : Psalws xxxii. 5,—I will arise and
go to my Kather, and will say anto bim, Father |
have sioned against heaven, and before thee, and am
not worthy to be called thy son : Luke xv. 18, 19.

Opposed to the Fathers:

Let every one examine himself, and then let him
coms (to the Sacrament.) He doth not bid one
man to examine another, but.every msn himself,
making the judgment private, and the trial withc it
witnesses : Sl Chrysosiom, Hom. 28.—Within thy

conscience, .one being present, but God,. who. seath!

sll things, enter thou into judgment and into a seasch
of thy sins ; and, recounting thy whole iife, bring
thy tins into judgment in thy mind : reform thy ex-
cesges, and S0 with a pure mind draw near to the

jform assemblies (for this purpose), which are things

and fell dewn at bis feet and worshipped him; hut
Peter took bim up, saying, stand- vp, I myself also
am a man : Acts . 25, 26. —\When the people of
bLystra would hove paid divine honours to Paul and
Barnabas, *¢ they rent their clothes,and ran in among
the people, crying out, and ssying, Sirs, why do ye
these things? We also are men of like passions with
you, and preach tnto youw, thatye should turn from
these vanities unto the living God, which made hea~
ven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are
therein: Actsxiv. 14y 15.—Let no man beguile you
f your reward, 1n 2 voluntary humility, and worship-
ing of angels : Colossians ir. 18.—And 1 (John) fell
at hia {the Angel’s) feet to worship bim 3 and he said
unto me, see thoudo € not, I am thy fellow-servant,
and of thy brethren that bave the testimony of Jesus :
Worship God; for the testimony of Jesus 13 the spinit
of prophecy : Rev. xix. 10.—And when I (John)
had heard and scen, 1 fell down to worship before
the feet of the Angel which showed me these things.
Theo saith be unto me, see thou doif not ; for I am
thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren the prophets,
and of them which keep the saying of this book :
Worsbip God : Revelations xxii. 8, 9.

Opposed 1o the Falhers.

Tha Devil brought in the worshipping. of Angels,
envying us this honour. These are the enchantorents
of Devils. Though be bean Angel, though an Arch-
angel, though the Cherubim, endire it note For

tinued.

1L PENTANCE.

Repentance is not a gingle act; neither can it be
accomplished all at once. It does not consist in ex-
hibitions of terror, and tumult, and confusion, and
profession, which first frighten the guilty soul, and
then call it peace. Such are not the true workings
of genuine repentanca; naither can the soul be right
1y said to be made pure, or born again, or perdened
enlirely, because of one exhibition of this kiud, any
more than the ear of corn can be ripened to the full
harvest-by one single ray of sunshine. No: a true
sorrow for sin consists-in many and repeated acts of
repentance; a continuance of humilily ,not a presump-
tion of pride; a tender conscience, nct one putfed up
and exalted by ideas of selftsuffiziency; a patient
perseverance 1in well doing, not a sudden impulse or
passiog. flash of feeling, falsely called god'iness. , The
truly repentant sinner, as the Psalmist says, ¢ goes
softly all his days,” oot presumptuous in himself or
in his own ways, neither despising others, but lounly
in his own eyes and earnestly coveting, and with all
meekness receiving lessous of instruction, which may
at length enable him to receive the end of his faith,tho-
salvation of his soul.—Rev. F¥. Shepherd.

LENT.

neither will those powers admit it, but reject it, when
they sce their Lord dishonoured. I have honoured’
thee, says he; and have said call upon me : and!
dost thou dishonour bim ¢ Chrysostom in Colos. iti.

Hom;: 9.— Christians ought not to forsalze the Caurchjof Heaven.

of God, and depart aside and invocate Angels, and

sacred table, and partale of that holy sacrifice :\rorbigden, If any mar therefurs be found to give
é" dC!:'.’Isl-" ﬂ”"‘, 6. Savil. page 83‘_“35“‘9" b’l’_l'-"m:him:elf to this sg::ret idolatey,.let him be accu:%ed.
od bath appointed the remedy within thyself ;. be;Becausa be Hkath forsaken our Lord Jesus Christ,
Hath put remission in thise own power, that .tho“'-(he Son of God, and hath betaken himself to idola-
needest not seck a priest when thy necessity requires ; try : 35 Canon of Council of Eaodicea A. D. 364 —
but thou thyself, now asa skillful and plain waster, This. vice continued in Ph:ygia and Pisidia for a lt;ng
%?;y;egt ‘m%,d thine ;,"‘"' g'%g{j’%’ef{;’ Laurence ime, for which reason the Gouncil at Lavdicea, the
337?‘ 0 d?{;f g”?o"“’ omks Oy Wik, Falr. 1. page Chief City of Phrygia, forbade them by a law to pray
v b. Loom. unto Angels; and eveu to this day, among them and
Error when inlroduced.

To those who wish to be told more precisely how
they onght to observe this regulation of the Church,
we may say, abstsin during this season from those
practices in which you are most apt to offend the laws
Is there a pussion which more than ano--
ther holds domision ia your basomn? make it the sub-
ject of your particular care,to guard that pass to your
heart, Is there a propensity which you.are prone to-
follow,. more than any other? let it be at this time an
ohject of more than ususl'soliciiude to check and con-
quer it. Is there any species of pleasure and amuse-
ment of which you are particulary fond?put the rein
upon your-desires, and resolve, through the sssistavce
of heavenly grace, to restrain your wayward inclina—
tions, Isthera any one sin which jou think you
may pariculaily charge upon yourself before the bac

theic borders, there may be seen oratories to S'.:of conscience? give yourself to the most hearty con-

Poblic confession of sins used to be made before; Michael : Thcodorcrin Col. ii.—That rothing created:trition and repentance, aud seek continually fur par-

the congregation, for the greater humiliation of peni-,;’rszi::d‘?’sl“:gl’eggb)'em::;:< ‘ll;e V\;_O:g‘ Uf‘ m(t;)c:‘ei\:m
:‘inct:;‘f:;f :)}:.e D iclan ;t:)er.secuttx’on; b‘;'t.' o“}‘:’g to the: part of J:Jl:ript,uw' whloseg t::n'l'fable: th: L‘a;-

ity of secrecy being observed in those times ™F - ; » L€ LB,
atthese assemblies, a discreet Minister was appoint- the Prophets, afterwards the Gospels; the determina-

ed tohear privately ti ions. ..tions of all the Apostles, do equully forhid the look
privately the confessionsof those who re .ing unto the creature : :’V'yswc, Cont, Sunowm, Oral:

Liv. Tom. 2. p. 114 —Neither Eliss,, nor Jobn,, nor.

}Ersom.the.Church Magazine.. 1

don.— Gos. Mess.,

The guilt of coe sin iy a grea'er misery than the
burden of @ thousand crosses.— Ifeb 14. 23..

Repentance isthe greatest honor next !o innocecse,.
—2, Cor.7. 10~ Cli. Alia,



