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OUR MOPE ISIN GOD.

Before the rude blast of Misfortune still driving,
On Life’s stormy ocean my course I pursue ;
With balf fuuader'd shiff, a meio wiech, vaiuly striving,
Ta reach the wish'd haven that fles from my view.
No reckloing nor beaiiugs 1o steer by, remaining,
For lost is my compass, and cluuded the shy ;
The long look™a-for laud vow all hopeless of gaining,
With ev’iy wind veering I carclessly fly.

But thou, whose dread summors the tempest carcering,
Sends forth, and its purpose accomplished, recalls

O ! bid thy bright sun with his influence cheering,
Dispel the dire gloom that my fancy appals,

Hush tha sterm, my feail vessel so fiercely assailing 3
The wind’s angry howl, and the vexd billow’s roar;

Then o'cr the smooth deep gentle breezes prevailing,
May waft me yet sately to some welcomo shoro !

Origim).
THE

CHRISTIAN RTLIGICON DEMONSTRA-
TED B1VINE,

Dedicated lo our ﬂ;dem Freethiskers.
CIIAPTER XXI.
Exodus,

Cnarter 25.—In the various articles ordered 1n this
<hapter for the cunstisction of the arl and tabernacle,
there is much mysterivus and figuratsre meaning; part
of which eg shall endeavour to give.

The atk usclfl of sctim wood ; overhid within and
without with the purest gold, and having “over it a gold-
en crown round about ;' verse 11, contayymngin it ** the
testimeny” given by God, represented our Saviour’s im-
maculate and incorruptible humemty, adorned with alf
the riches of virtue; crowned as the sapreme ruler and
sovereign of mankind ; and beaning an lus bosom God’s
testimony, fo be revealed by him to us.

Some consider the ark as cpresenting rather the
motber of Gud; adorned wub every virtue; full of gracc
and crowned of creatures the Queen supreme; over-
shadowed by the Holy Ghost, (for on the ark the pro-
pitiatory, the immediate seat of the Deity rested 3) and
buaring, and bringing forth the eternal word ; the test-
mony given by God. In this sense also the umversal
church assents; giving her, in the litany said io her hoo-
our, the title of rLoEris anca ; Ark of the covenant.

Tke propitiatory, which covered the atk, was of ike
purest gold.  Herc #as the oracle of God, {rom beiween
tho two golden cherubims; which  covered both sides
of the popitistory, spreading their wings ; covering the
oracle, and looking one towards tho other ; theur faces

being turned towerds the propitiatory, wherewith the
ark is covered, verse 17, &c,
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Numsen 22.

By this i patticularly represented that earthly tabern-
acle inhabited by the propitiating Deity 3 from which
he geve bis oracles to his people; among whom he de-
signed, and ever designs to dwell ; once as o suffering
mortal ; now-in his immortal, but still veiled state, at-
tended by the living cherubims, whe guard the gate of
paradise ; for paradise exsts whee he is found ; and
whosver is worthy of admission to him in his veiled ta.
bernacle here on earth, shall one day be admitted to bim
in his heavenly palace, where he will finally manifest
himself to his faithful worshippers in all his loveliness
and all his glory.

The tabernacle, ark and propitiatory altogether, with
their appurtenances, sepresent bis chuich, where be has
promised to reside with us to the end of time : Matt,
xxviii, 20 ; till afier all vur wanderings io the deseit of
this world, we are scttled in the land of promise, inhabit
the heavenly Jeiusalun, aid worship in Lis temple rear-
ed aud fitt. d up by the Savisur tho true Solomon aud
prince of peace.

Only three metals were used in the construction of
his my:tical fabrics gold, silver and brass; represent-
ing in the spiritual sense the two firstits richness,aud the
last its firmness aud durability. The setim wood, which
is incorruptible and odonferous; its odour of sanctity
and indestructibiluy, The violet, purple, scatlet twice
died, and fine linen 5  the various hues and virtues in the
minds of worshipers, mediative, mortified, 8 1eadiness to
shed their blood for him as ho bad twiee shed his for
them ; first at his circumcision, and lastly during his
passion ; finally spotless purity, represented by the fine
linen wotn by those who appreached his altar.—Oil to
make lights ; good works, by which,aceording to Saint
James, we prove orr faith to be 2 lively faith, working
by charity,—James ii; 14; fur as the lame must be fed
with oil tokeep it alive 3 eo faith, the light, and charity,
thie vital heat of the soul, will dic out and beextinguish-
ed, without the practice of good works, Spices for oint-
ments and sweet smelling incense, these denoted lhe_
groteful perfume of sacrifice and prayer duly offered up
10 God.—Onyzx and precious stones, to adorn the Ephod
and Rational. These stones were twelve in pumber, re-
presenting the twelve tribes of Isracl, whose names were
eagraved upon them ; that is, the twelve patriarchs of
the Oid Law ; the fathers of the people of God in the
carpal sense ; but allusive to the twelve apostles, the
fathers of the faithful in the spiritual acceptation.  The
gulden rings, and bars of sctim woo, overlaid with gold,
were for the transport of the ark from place to place.~—
The bars were never to bu takes out of the rings, into
which they had been inserted. Thos religion, if ) be
removed from one country o anotber, must bo ever ready
to be carried on the samo unchangeable supporters to its
place of destination, Thu whole must go entire, end all
of a piece at the signsl given. .

7 he table next of setim wood, oterlaid, like the adk,
with the purest guld, baving Lesdesa golden ledge
round about it ; 2ud to the ledge a polished crovwn, fuu
inches Ligh, and over that anciher lttle golden crown,
with g.ldeo rings and bars, like the erk, prescats us,
when crowned with the loaves. of proposition, to be hept
there a'ways in tho light of God, with another most im-
portaut figurative allusion : oue not less so, as appears
from its pecaliar coustruction, and the ichness of its
materials, than the ark iself,

The ark, containing the teetimony, with its vorious
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appendages, reprosents icligion in its general senso ; s
under the priesthood of Aaron, which prescribed the
law and tho testimony; aud under the priesthood of
Christ 3 to which the law and the testimony, in its ful-
filment, was transmitted ; for the religion under both
dispensations was but one and tho same. It was the
Alpha and Omega ; the beginning aud the end; for the
supreme object in both, was Christ, who thus designates
himself.  Over the ark, therefore also, showing the dig-
nity of the allusion, was plazed a crown round about.

But the table, with its double crown, one large and
polished, and the other small, indicates a new and dis-
tinct order of things. This is the table whick wisdom
has set forth, Prov. ix; 2, on which is placed the loaves
of propusitivn ; the true bread from heaven; the living
and lifc-giving bread ; divine wisdom’s bread and wine,
which she presses Zer little ones to eat and drink, 1bid.
v; 5, even tho body aud blood of the true Paschal
Lamb—the Lanb of God, our propitiatory victim.—
This is the Saviour’s own sacrifice ; for ke is a pricst
forever ; no more according to Aaron’s rite, but accord-
g lo the order of Mechisadech. Over thie table are
placed two crowns of go d, a larger and a less, indicating
the two-fold dignity of the divine wisdom incarnate ; the
larger representing the divine, the lescer the luman na-
ture inseparabiy united with it

The dishes, bowls censers, and cups wherein the liba-
tisns were to be offercd up, were ordered to be made of
the purest gold, shewing how holy and precious all must
bu, which belongs to wisdom’s table and Eucharistic sa-
crifice, here prefigured,

Verse: 31.—The golden candlestick, with its seven
branches,is recognized ac another emblem of the Saviour's
dispensation ; particularly of his church and her seven
sacraments ; he himself in the Eucharist, being the ceo-
tre one, the greatest of all, and from whom the others
spring forth as breuches, deriving from him all their
illuminating and saactifying grace.

The house of wisdom, evidently thoe cburch of Christ,
is thus also emblematically represented as reored and
testing on Ler seven pillars, the sacraments,—Pov, ix ;
1, he himself being the chief one, in which all the oth-
ers are bound up, and forming the sold foundstion of
the whole 5 for Le is the chief corner stone of the build-
ing, and the main act performed in that holy louse, is
the preparation aod distribution by wisdom of her vie-
tims slain, of the one great victim prefigured by all the
otber victins , of her super substantial bread and min-
gled wine; of the body of our Lord, and that blood
which flowed, mingled with water from bisside ; of that
very bloud of the new testament, which, as he declared,
wonld be shed for many for the remission of sins—Mazt,
savi; 28, Having prepared 1lus heavenly fate, she
seads forth her maids (the Saviour’s unmarried clergy)
toinvite to her feast.  The marriage feast of the kiog’s
sony Mait Xxii, 2, who, afier wedding h.mself 10 our
naturc, comes to wed himself to our souls io the sacra-
meat of the Eachatist.  They ate bid to call in, not the
wotidls great, not the wise ia theit own conceit, but the
little ones and unwise, ot thuse accouated foals, for be-
licving on nisdom’s word that she cap treat them with
such a wondcrous and divine repast, .

Another simile, like the lormer, the Saviour gives us
of his chuteh, in these words. I am the vine, ye arctde
!branclxcs. The seven lumps, placed onthe soven branch-
'es of the golden candlestick, and which wos slways @




