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O'CONNELL'S BIRTIIDAY. l‘through its subtlestwindings the most mpin-
To the future historian of Ircland the ute details,  From the arsenaljof the

sixth of Augustshall be an anniversary
laden with glorious recollections. The
sixth of August isthe birthday of O’Con.
nell, To every Irishman who has a henrt
capable of entertaining n genrrous senti-
meut the sixth of August shall hencefoth
be an antithesis to the day on which the
green soil of his native lnnd was first vios
lated by the hostile tread of the Saxun.
In futcre davs, when the nationality
which we now successfully strive for
shali have become o substaniiil and ca-
during reality, the sixth of August shall
be comnamorative of the man whose ges
nivs and energies, conseerated 1 “reedom
and fatherland, won for them an imperishs
able triumph over alien despotism, and
secured for his fellow-countrymen the
Llessings of * happy homes and altars
free I

When, on this his present altuversasy,
we contemplate the marshalled hosis of
the Irish people, under O*Connell’s guid-
ance, about to overstep the threshold into
the temple of independence, we cannot
help countrasting their present c.ndition
with waat it was when he fiest started
into political existence. At that time our
country, after a ¢ bright and brief cra”
of prosperity which excited the nialignant
jealousy of England, having been forced
by lawless violence into an irregulac re-
sistance, had been deprived of the support
of those whose counsels had riased her
hopes, but whose arms had failed to
achieve her independence. ‘The people
witl:out their lenders, disconcerted,though
not dismayed, had struggled in van {for
what could vndisciplined and unprepared
valour effect 1)—Zane a flock whose shep-
herd had been slain, they were seatiered
wide, and became the prey of relentless
wolves. Military licentiousness worked
its wicked wiil : and a more pitiless tyran-
ny. iaform of law, seizeo {in 1t crucl
and crushing fangs whatever iho bayanct
and the sabre had spared. The leader-
less snd panic-stricken multitnde had now
bade adicu 1o hope, and resigned themsel-
vesto black despair. The haiead alien

onemy he drew the arms which had »eon

' so annoyingly divec ed against the people,

and retorted them upon their assailants.—
"From the very wenpons of the antaga~
"nists he constructed o bulwark behin?
which he rallied the discomfitted peaple.
"From the very commencement of his ca-
reer in what an uninterrupted series of
‘vast and various toils do we behold him
engaged. At first labouring to clevate
“into a posturc of dignity the mind of Ire-
“land, then prostrate from recent defeat ;
being under a necessity of alimost c-ent-
ing the very materinls and implemorts
"wherewith he had to work—collecting
*slowly around him those wha had nnt 10
tally abandoned themselves to despair—
encouraging the dispirited; consoling the
'sorrow ful; giving hope to the faint-Leart-
"ed: confounding the calumniator—and, as
‘he werked upon ardent temperaments,
checking the rash and impetuous—guid-
‘ing, counselling, cncouraging, control,
’ling—llc followed on his determine!d
" course through the many impedimeats of
'open  cnemies and  peifidious seeming
“friends, till, in spite of every opposing
"basrier, he won Catholic Emancipntion.
Had he rested here, his glory though in.
complete, would yot bave been sceure.—
"But he regarded nothing as dono whilst
.anything remained undone. Emancipa-
“tion in itse!l he rightly looked on as of
_no advaniage, save as a means for arriv.
‘ing at an ulerior end. A little time suf-
“ficed to conviace him that the proposed
end was urattuinable in a foreign patlia-
ment, and he addiessed Ireland on the
sulject of Repeal. In the mean time the
relorm question, long canvassed by ab-
stract reasoners .n England, assumed a
palpable and bodily form, from the in,
flucnce of the French revolution of 1830,
The peopie of England clamoured for re-
form, but aristocratic corruption, strong~
ly entrenched i its purhiamentary citadel,
scornjully defied them, The Irish peo-
ple. flushed with recent suceess, led on by
-O*Connell, cume generously to their aid,
and at once, bencath their united assauit,

and his viler agent knew no control.— . the outwarks were forced, and the citadel
But that Providence, whose mysterious;ihrown open tothe Englishk by Irish ges
agency raiced up a Moses to lead forth:nerosity,nsnany a Lastioned city had been
ius chosen people (rom the nudst of thesr won tor them by rish valour.  Suchare
appressors, 2nd conduct them 1o 2 land of the triwmphs that O'Connell has won—
freedom, forsook notthe suffering and the  such are some of the victories which he
sfilicted in the hour of their tribulation. !has disciplined the Irish ration to a-
Through the gloom of oppression theee chicve. Thanks to his teaching, they
shone forth the star of hope herzlding a 'have learned the way to win, Docile
day of refulgent frecdom. As among thelss iand prudent they bave become—at the
raclites of old,bie that had been predestined jsomo time, determined and persevering,
20 lead them forth frombondage was fores! The past serves as a mirsor, wherein
fitted foc tho task by his skill ** inall the [ihey can contemplate the future.  In edu-
lcarning of the Egyptians,” so was it} cating the national mind, O'Connell has
with him whose ordained mission it was| (aught the Irish people to know the per-

10 be the guiding one of the Irish people. | fdy of their oppressors in the history of
A witness of the atrocities and ivhuman-

ity exercised upoa his fellow countrymen
under tie names and forms of law, he o '
gpecdily became convinced that from ihe cessful result of combination and uniy
law only could they then obtain redress, {of action. What they practised with
aod accordingly 1o its study he devoted fsuccess far the attadament of Lmancipa-
himself, His gcnius soon mastered its tion and Reform, [hcy are dotermined un~
grout leading princinles, und his ar-~}flinchingly to adopt for the winning of
dent perscverance successfully pursued’ Repeal. -

the past—they nover shall be dapes for
the future, e has showa them the sue-

. ———

11} calling tho aitention of our readers
to the history 'of the Liberator this daj.
wo attempt not pancgyric.  O'Connell s
nizhe in tho Pantheon of immortality is
already marked out.  Distant nations and
remo'e climes have already anticipated
the decision of® postesity.  Ilis nane is
borne to us from far America, ningicd
with that of their own Washington. The
fiery and marshal Gaul for n moment
lorgets Napoleon to shout O’Councll.—
To the ccho of the Alps it 1s nlmost as
fariliar as thot of Tell, and the chival.
rous Pole shouts his lurra at the sawe
time for Kosciusko undO’Connell. When
ever men struggle in bor dage or despots
quail, the name of our O'Cunncil is a
word of hape and fear.— Duaily Frecman.

«Tha following remarks, wade by Mr.
O'Bricnin the House of Commons, present
succinctly the causes of the discontents
in Ireland

HuUSE OF COMMONS, July 14,

Mr. Smith O'Brien drew attention 1o

the state of lIrelund, moving ¢ that thig

House will resolve itselfinto a committee
for tho purpose ot taking into corsidera-
tion the causes of the discontent st present
prevuiling w Ireland; with o view ta the
redress of grievances, and to the establish.
ment of a system of just and impariial
govarnment in that part of the United
Kingdom.”

e pointed to the late eveats as proving
the nccessity for inquiry; the congrega-
tion of immense muliitudes at eight-uml-
forty hours’ notice ; the rising of the re-
peal rent from 5000 to 3,0004 sweckly ;
the junction cf the middle classes, of the
Roman Caiholic clergy, and even of mem-
hers of the aristocracy. Al his agnation
could not be the work of one man, 15 s0Me
superficial inquirers supposed. e reml
a passage from a letier by Dr. Kensella,
titulac Bishop of Ossory, a prelaie most
moderate in lus political sentiments—uwlio,
in declining 10 atiend u repeal meeling,
admitied that he saw no hope of relief for
Dieland, exeept from a domestic Legisla-
tere. That feling bad been cogendered ia
Ircland by the manner in which t'.c couns
1y had been goversied by u Brivish Par-
liament.  Mr. O°Brien took a retrospect
of Irish histury, 1o illustrate tho position
that the foeling was caused by no recent
act of Government, Before the Union,
lreland was distracied by internal dispuies
fustered by Eugland. Then came the

prual code of William ard Mary. During;

tho American war, Ireland obtained all
the points at issue between the two couns
trics, and relapsed into apathy. The re-
bellion, fomented by England, was follows
ed by the Union; when England’s debt
0f446,000,0001., {annual charge, 16, 560,
000.,, and Irsland’s of 928,000,0001.,
(anaual charge 1,942,000,)were converted
into a joint burden—a difference which no
subsequent remission of taxation for Ire-
land had cnunterbalanced. Another effect
of the Union was to increase absentepism;
which tho Iri.h people oxpected.to-be curs
cd by the.artraciions of a separato Parlia~
ment, and by a tax an absontees, Ano-
ther consequence was the consolidaiion of
public eswblishments, of which he did nov
question the propricty ; but some compen-

sation might have begn  mado  to Trelang,
Why should not Lelund have some of tig
finest burbors in twe world ¥. England s
U dock yards—Ireland not one. Of ihg
£6.500,000 for navy estimate this yr,
he celeulated that only £10,000wa r pen
wlreland, There was, indeed, tn army
capeaciare in Ireland 5 but ap neve,
aeard that t was mtended by way of com.
pensation, The Irish exchequer temits 1
Lnagland £25,000,000 or £26;000,000
vearly 3 the English exchequer to Ireland
£3,000,000.  Catholic em:uncipation was
ceded 10 lreland in the dread of civil war;
fur six years it was practically inoperative;
,fury with one or two exceptions, Catholics
gwere as much excluded from office as be.
foure, until Lord Normanby’s proclamation
{of cquality for ull classes,  The Catholic
form four-fifths of the population of Ires
“land ;5 ho caleulated (for returns were ro-
ifused to him) that twonty threc Protes-
+1ants had been promoted to offico in Ire.
land by the present Governmunt, and theee
Catholics 5 against whizh must bo set off
the causeless dismissal of two Catholics
Other gricvances were inflicted by e
Leish reform bill 5 Ireland ought 1o have
135 or 173 representatives, in order tq
have u proportionate share in the represen-
wtion.  In Bogland, the electors are as1
1«24 of the population; in Ireland, as 1 to
100. The Irish had been exasperated: by
the Spoutiswode conspiracy, and by Lord
Sanley’s registration bill, which the torios
used in turning the late Government oot
of office, saying 1hat the subject would
not brook delay, though they had been two
rears in office without doing anything!
While a church establishment is maintains
cd tor one-tenth of the population, the
Catholic clergy are not evenprovided with
residences ; and the miserable grant 1o
Maynooth meets with insulting opposition,
If he were o Roman Catholie, he +should
not hesitate for one moment to become 2
Repealer.  They did not wantaccendancey
—iliey wanted only equality. The prin
cipal question if the Union were repea’ed,
.would be whether it was desirable to have
“endowments for all churches, or no en-
dewments for any,—The presentGovern:
"ment, when they were unt of power, pro-
mised they would take all these subjects
_into their nuxious consideraiion, and not
lose an Lour without reforming the abuses
'of the chorch.  But wwo years have they
‘een in office without doing it.  He wa
racher in favor of endowing the clergy ¢f
all religious persuasions. Lord Lynd
lurst’s declaration of alienage runkles in
tho minds of tho- peaple.  They -claimed
vqual corporate teform  with England.
Tho management of the poor law hid
been overbearing ; and.of the counmission-
ers,,six were Englishand four [cish, : Go-
vernment call upon Parliament to passao
obsolete urms  bill, with.new cnactmeénts,
protested agaiust by the majority- offIrifh
members, What bad Parliament donelor
Arcland's local government?. What for
railways? . Toord Morpoth. ‘proposed.+ %
gmirax‘uc(a a gq?ilon Oﬁcapi!:flz’fdf ;:iil'gj?:'
0 3 but the:praposition wa 3
fed by i House, ' Fat Canada, whio e
velled, Governiient gldtanteed a Tokt of
‘1:500,000 for -pabhic works and-240;000!
wasspontfor steam ddvigationows <« %




