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royal author bas been much praised for its IIexquisite delicacy,
and the cldvalrous attributes of purity and grace, the absence of
every gross or immodest thought." This is the opinion of so good
a judige as Washington Irving. It is modeled on the wvorks of
Gower and Chaucer, ivhom lie ackniowledged as his masters, and
is iio more difficuit to read than the Canterbury Tales. The
version slightly modernized by Mr. Tytier (Lord Woodliouslee)
thus describes the Ring's first si-lit from the windov of his
prison of bis future queen walking in the gardons belowv:

"Then, as it hapt, mine eyes I cast below,
And there I spied, beneath my prison tower,

Telling ber beacts in walking to and fro,
The fairest and the freshest youthful flower
That ever 1 beheld before that hour.

Entranced I gazed, and with the sudden start
Rushed instant ail the blood into my heart.

* * * * * * My senses ali
WVere so o'ercomne wUth pleasure and delight,

Ont>' with letting thus mine eyes to fat!,
That instant>' mine heart became ber tbrall

For ever of free ivili.)"

This saine James 1. nvas the king, who was murdered at Perth,
and this saine fair English girl, the faireat and the freshet
youthful :fiower," now. a ividow, exacted a barbarous vengeance
on the assassins.

We have the romantie story of the brave Catherine Douglas
p]acing hier arn through the staple of the door, in the absence
of the boit, only to have it ruthlessly broken, in the attexnpt to
save hier king, concealed iu the vault below. James II. and III
were both siain in battie. James IV., unwarned by the
mysterious herald ai Edinburgh Cross, ventured to attack bis
royal brother-in-law. Ris death at Flodden, with the flower of
Scottish chivalry, caused a mourning long and bitter, as it wvas
said flot a family of any importance but Iost father, hiusband,
brother, or son. James V., that handsome gallant, was, perhaps,
the saddest spectacle of ail-at the age of thirty-one, dying of
grief causcd by the insubordination of bis nobles, and the losa
of lis army. N~ews was brouglit on lis death-hed of the birth
of a daughter; with a sigh he said, IlIt came with a lass, it wMI
gang with a Jasà," meaning the Stuart dynasty originating with


