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CGEARACTERISTICS. 0F EARLY METHODISM.

13Y TE REV. JAMS GkY.

TýHE sy.,tem of doctrine and discipline known as Methodismis a
littie over a century and a cluarter old. As to> thie number of its
adlherents, and its iflence on the religlous history and interests
of the wvorld, it lias oufistripped, older sections of' the Churcli. It
lias itaken its full share In. the work of Christian evangelization,.
and lias stimulated other Churches by its zeal and activity to more,
Vigorous and successril' effort ini spreading scripturaIl holinesýs
tliroughout the world. it bears, no marks of decrepitude or decay,
but is stili. strong and willing t. labour, and stili confident, with
divine aid, of success. 'The efforts of the pa.st have not produced
languor or weariness, hor'have its triumphs led to supineness or
over-conficlence. They have raLlier, tend ed to nerve for fresh
confiict, inspire -with more ardent hopes, -and to ý,gild the future
witli brigliter anticipations. Its actual members are.now estimated
at between three and four millions> and iLs adherents atbetwee-n
twelve and fifteen millions. It has lived to see the contempt ane
violence with -whicli it vas treated i its earlier history Pass
away, and many of its general featnres-its modes of action> iLs

spirit of aggressîon, and even soie of its peculiar views of gosuel


