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loyalty and chivalry; devotion to the Churcb, to the arniy and
the Sovereign; and it lias contributed largely in moulding, the
moral, religious anid social habits of the people, both in England
and Ireland.

A valuable docui»nent bas recently been found in the archives
of Wells Cathedral, whicli relates to the paterxîal estates of the
Wesleys, and fixes tlîeîr location not far from thât venerable
city, where they had existed for many centuries. The fanuilv
mnansion and the broad acres of pasture and woodland, were ini

the possession of the then rightful. heir, George Arthur Wesley,
who had led a wild anîd extravagant lufe in the army, and about
1784, just a century ago, to enable him to pays his debts, and to
retain bis freedom of person, hie had to seli the fam-ily domain,
wood, pastures, anid mnansion, and t'ne latter wvas pulled down,
being too old to be repaired efiectîvely. The remarkable part of
this narrative is, that Adam Clarke, the first historian of the
WVesley family, was 1travelliuý,, bis first circuit as a Methodist
preacher at the time this prol, 1rty was sold, and tbe property
wvas situate within walkineg distance of wbere hie tben resided.
Tien, Adam Clarke bad"personal knowledge of John Wesley,
and did not think of bis ancestry; indeed not any inember of
the Epworth Wesley family bad any knowledge where t1heir
paternal estate wvas, seeing that their brancb of the Wesleys hiad
been severed from the parent tree over a century, without even
knowing their relLtiolislip. The deeds found in the archives of
Wells Cathedral are of gyreat value iii ideiîtifying, this longy-lost
property. The preý-ent owner of the est ate bas permitted tlie
ground to be opened, so as to trace the position and extent of the
original mansion, the foundations of which stili rernain in tuie
ground. This searchi was made in 1883. Had Adam Clarke only
known of that sale of the propeity, as he xnight have don e-oîly
newspapers were but littie known and read in country places a
cenitury ago-what a différenit history of the family -would lie biave
written withi sucli knowledge for a starting-point. Many ipr
tant facts in history have yet to be discovered, even in the hiistoiry
of Methodisrn duringy the last century.

Before the Normans conquered Britain, the Wesleys occupied
a proiniinent place in the land ; beère surnames were used, anid
before England wvas united under one sovereigyn, the Weslvy
faniily flourished. WThen Athelstan the Saxon ruled, A.D. 92ô-
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