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course of the river. A torrent of this power docs flot
circulatc between perpendicular bankis of clay and
sand ivithotit attacking tbein and constiming them littie
by littie. It suffices alsa to-day to throîv a glance over
these shores to sec thei continually wvasting and dis-
appearing in the current.

The river, M len, is changing its course.
Its direction wvill in tinie be modified, and
that on a grcat scale. Nev %vindings ivili
bc made ; for it is only by theni that the
cuirrent ivili dinîinisli and the erosive
power of the ivater wvill cease to be greater
tlîan the powver of resistance of the dlay.
l'lie river ivill thus attain a rdgiime of stable î
equilibrium. \Vill it recover in these suc-
cessive dispiacenients s'line portions of its
ancient lied ? The thing is quite possible.
1-Joîever, îvith regard to the Gorrie falîs,
it is more than probable that it will neyer be
scen again. The river passes now at a level
miuch too Iowv on the north-west to believe
tlîat it ivill remouint to the notclî of granite
froîn w'hence it precipitated itsclf formerly.
The general tendenry of the ivater at the
presenit moment seemis to be to deviate to-
,vards the north.west.

Trhis St. Aiban landslide is one of the
iost terrible geological plierinena %%hicb have taken

place in our province for miany years. 1 knoîv noth-
iug- îhiclb can be canîparcd with it, either for the ex-
tent of the surface affected, or for tlîe volume of earth
%vhicli lias been swept away by the river. In estiniating
at 6oo,00o,ooou( r 700,000,000 cubic feet of earth carried
away by tlîe river, one rests quite wvithin the bounds of
t rutb.

At the moment of the cataclysm the river spread a
tlîick, hcavy serni-fluid sedimient, on îvhicbi the large
trees %vere carried quite straight, standing Up,
just as Chey were carried duviu to the shores.
Miasses of dry sand, falling fromi the elevated
parts of the cliffs, boie doîvn on the surface of this
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s.edirnent. There they acted like sponges, imbibing
from the most fluid part, îvbilst the mast viscous of the
clay fo.rmed externally an impernieable and very resist-
ine crust, an inch thick, isolating the anc from the
o ' ter, the sand in the centre and the water an the exte.
rior. These bieterogeneous agglonierations ivere carried

dowvn by the wvater, of whicli they liad ncarly the den-
sity, and distributed to the différent points of the shore.
It is tiiere that one sucs theni stili, fromn St. Alban as
far as the strcani. At a tinie wvhcn the water lias drawn
back, these splieroids have beciî dried by the sun. 'Vue
cxtcrior crust lias been cracked, and finally the miass of
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sand bas fallen down in such a fashion as ta lie nothing
more than a regalar cone, the height of îvliih depends
on the dimensions of the clayey mass wvbich has formed at.

The water of the St. Anne River is stili absolutely
undrinkable. It will have to reniain yet a very long
tinie in the saine state, seeing the wvork of erosion wilîi
is incessantly going on in the neiv led of the river.

1 forego from estinîating, even approxinîately, the
number of trees îvhich have been broken downi, or wvlich
are scattered ail along the river. AUl the caves, alldhe
deep wvaters, are covered îvith them, ivithout counting
thc plienomenal nrinber of those wvhich have been
swept ta the edgc of the water and tbroîvn in the
st rea m.

P. W. St. George, city surveyor, of
Montreal, îvho visited the scene of the St.
Aiban landslide, says: "lThe accoutits
gi,.en in the newspapers convey na ade-
quate idea of the upheaval. The îvhole
of the sand, wvlich rested on a bcd of clay
cavering the district, lias slid right off ta a
depth of 15o feet, carrying îvîth it aIl tic
forcst, houses, etc., that were an its sur-
face, ajpd the wvater lias cut a course throogh
a bîill 250 feet bigli. A large tract of coun-
try that lay ta the nortli of the river has
suid right across the latter, and, canîing in
contact wvith tI e south shore, has caused
it ta alsa slide down. A bouse îvhicli was
inhabîtcd by Samuel Gauthier, a farmer,
his ivife, his brother and fifteen-year-old
son, bas been carried about thtee.quartcrs
of a mile down the river, and the occu-
pants have neyer been scen since; they
have sinmply been buried under the mass af

carth that bas slid daîvn. The next farni ta Gau-
thier's wvas tenanted by a man nanied Prosper
Darveau, îvba, wvitb bis ivife, ivas returning féom
looking after a sick cow in the stable îvben the slide
toak place. I-le said it wvas about six a'clock in tbe
evening. the niglit wvas quite still, but very, very dark,


