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THE CANADIAN MISSIONARY LINK.
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GEORGE FREDERIC CURRIE,

1 very cheerfully ogmiply with the requcat of the editor of
the LINK, to furnish g brief sketeh of tho life of our departed
brothor Currle. Some sixtcen months or more go, e he
wia ing {rom thl‘v..t'elogrngh office in Wollville, N. 8.,
Mr. 6::;[ ormed ynb that fie had just offored to roturn at
onco to Indif. Ho know woll whot Tinpuny's death meant
to the mission, and his heart yearned to afford succor. Onl
somo ton montha befors bad he roturued to his native land,
with his family, sfter an absence of nine years I remember
what o thrill went through me ax he spoko of his declsion to
return at once, ond alone, I felt then that his act was heroic
and carried fis Ijfo with it. And eo this simple, gontlo,
modost, herolo squ! hns gono up from his field of loved toil
and bod of puin to meot his Mastor's ** Woll dono ! It is
fitting to sot down the incidents of hislife. I regret thatIam
not fully in possgssion of tho facts which marked his quiet
and comparatively unovontful years, but the ohiof ones can
be briefly told, -

He was borg in Fredericton, N. B, in 1844. Ho wae
converted when o lad of some cleven yoars, and at that time

ublicly oxprassed hia desire to be a forelgn mindionary.
thon oighteep years of age ho united with the Fredericton
¢hurch. Abont this time he attended the Provincisl Train-
ing or Normsl Behool ot St John, and subsoguently taught
the public sphool for elghteon months at Keawick Ridﬁ:‘
Hero beo first bogan evangelistic and tempersnce work, He
afterwards spent five Cyenm at tho institutions at Wolfville,
gradunting ot Acadin College ne ono of the olnss of 74, His
colloge course was marked by unusual ability in study, all
subjecta of the curricalum beinﬂ qmppled with in a search-
ing and mosterful way ; while his life was characterized by
o simple, earnest, and firm religious faith. Frieads in Car-
digan, Newcastle, and Anddver—sll in N. B.—will remem-
bor his faithful labors as o homo misalonary during bis college

-vacations, Ho was ordained to the work of the ministry at

Andover in July, 1874, immediately after his college gradu-
ntion, and forthwith offored bis sorvices as a furoigln misajon-
ary to the Board of the Maritime Provinces. The Board
wasg unable to give him the oxpected encourngoment in pur-
suapco of his pl Shortly after this the Board of Ontarlo
and Queboo songht him out and offored to sond bim at once
to India. Ho joyfully accepted tho service, and after visiting
o number of the churchea in Ontario, was publicly designat-
od at Guolph to the Cocannds mission fleld. Embarking at
Halifax, Novomber, 1876, he reached RAngoon, Jauuary,
1876. On the first of Fobruary ho was married to Marin E.
Armstrong, of Wolfville, N. 8.—she, it will bo remembered,
being ono of the band of missfonaries who loft the Maritime
Provinces in 1873. Mr. and Mrs. Curre tmbarked at onco
for Cocanads, where they resided for nearly two years.
While engaged hero in the study of tho Telugu langunge Mr.
Currlo took an cqual share with My, McLaurin in the
charge of tho English Baptist Church. He also orFuuimd in
connection with the congregation & temporance soclaty which
has grown in numbers dnd influcnce ; and superintonded the
Sabbath School. As his ability to speak to tho natives in.
croased, ho soized overy opportunity of preaching to thom
oithor in bazaar, village, or on missionary tours ; on & num.
bor of which he accompanied Mr. McLaurin,

Leaving Coconnda ho opened in Jonunry, 1878, o station
in an uutﬁ’ely new fleld at Tuni. Then commenced a heroic
conflict with superstition, ignorance, and Brahman prejudice.
Ho fought single handed, or even worse, for the two men who
went with him as preachers proved unwoﬂb{ of confidence,
and were evonmnle dismissed. For a time it seemed almost
us if tho battlo wna going against him, but gathering a fooble
band of recruits he held the ground with roverend determina.
tion to plant thero the standard of tho cross. . .od this he did
the Lord granting him somewhat at least of hia sonl’s desire.
He wasted no time in argnmont with thoso who camo only
to oppose, he preached ‘* the truth as it is in Jesus,” begin-
ning firet in the town of Tuni, and extending his sphere of
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labor gradually, until evory part of the field bad been travel-
led over, The upper classes would not heed his message,
and with strong desiro he turned to the lower castes and out-
caste. And at the end of aix years a church of about fifty or
sixty members had been gathered from thirvteen villages—the
froit of untomitting toil.  He felt it vory hard to leave the
work in the spring of 1684, for thore wero enquirers in sev-
ral sections of the field.

After his return, be writes in Nov., 1885: ** Other candi-
dates aro desiring baptiem in differont places, but how soon I
shall beable to meet them I donot know.” The previous moath
he writes : ** Prayer is o great source of comfort and encou-
ragement to me now in my irolation. I realizo the fufillment
of the promise, ‘ Lo, L am with you alway.' I have been
wonderfully sustained and have great reason to be thankful.
Yot I do so long to sco the people submitting to Christ, and
this longing is so far from being satisficd.” ~His desire was
at lenst partially granted, for he baptized about 24 persoas
after his roturn, A few of these were from the Cocanads
fiold, the northern part of which ho had charge of. He had,
indeed, goneral suparvision of all the ficlds from the time of
his arrival uatil Mr. Craig returncd to Indin. In addition
to dircot missionaty wark among the heathen, he auperin-
tended the building of o house which served aa a resdenco
for his family, a school house which served the double
KOW of school house and chapel, and a mission house which

o was ongaged in finishing when the call camo to him to
rest from hie qnbors.

A few sentences must close this skotch. Mr. Currio en-
deavared always to preach somewbere cach day. He was a
father to his Christians. He made their troubles his own,
and they were sure of his practical help. Ho never spoke
complniningly of his privations. The first years at Tuni
wero attended with many hordehips. When deprested by
severe and continued illness, and discournged by the state of
the work, ** once only,” says Mrs. Currie, ** I heard him ox-
olaim * all theso things are agninst us.’” Those who have
gone into heathenism as dark and imbruted as that at the
now station at Tuni can undorstand his travail of spirit.
Those who wery privileged to know Mr. Currie will ngreo
with me in asying that he was faithful, conscientious, earneat,
ever zealous, watchful, exact, wise, helpful. Perhaps his
most distinguishing trait was humility,

“tho root

From which all hoavonly virtues shoat.”
He seemed to have the gift of self-offacoment. He never
forgot 1hat ' the gervant is not above his Lord,"” and with
much swe stness ﬂn}l\genﬂnnm of spirit atrove to obey tho
injunction, * By love serve une anothor.” 1 trust our youn,
men at Acadia, at Woadstock, at McMaster Hall may mwﬁ
the spirit which impelled this noble life.

Mrs, Carrie, whom I was privileged to count a membor of
my Sabbath School class io iy college days, and ber three
little children will recoive the prayerful sympathy of all
readers of the Lixx.

Turonore H. Raxp.

Woodatock, Ont., Sept., 1886,

PARTICULARS OF BRO. CURRIK'S DEATH.

A lattor has just reached mo from Bro. Aavache in which

he gives n full ncoount of the death of Bro. Carrie. It is,
erhaps, unnecessary to place befdro your readers all the
ctails contained in Bro. Anvache's letter, and accordingly T

take from it the following facts :

Our lamonted brother died of chronic diarrhwa, which
ultimately dovoloped into dysentery. His illness began eight
1weeks before the fatal result was reached. He was then at
Tuni, carncstly engaged in the work of his boloved missien.
He applied to the native physicinn of Tuni, and his remedica
ot first holped him. He made a short visit to Pentakotah,
where Mr. and Mrs, Stillwoll then wero, and while there Mr.
Stillwell roports him as Emtty well. On his return to Tuni,
his_trouble returned ; tho romedios used were unavailing,
and Mr. Currie accordingly started for Cocannda, where ho



