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Fashionabic English.

cently franspircd in France,” he used
» word without comprehending its
meaning, and outraged his mother
wngae. We have not yet come to
:he barbanism of writing, ““ An acci-
dent transpired in the strects yester-
day,” but there 1s no knowing how
ocn the superfine penny-a-liner may
accustom us to the solecism.

Among the recent vulgarisms that
have crept into the press is an abuse
 the suthx dom, from the Tecutonic
sum, as legitimately used in kingdosm,

Chri-tendom, popedom, czardom, auke-

fom, carkdom, wisdosm, martyrdom, free-
im, etc. The word, however, does
not admit of unlimitcd extension at
the hands either of neologists or of
would-be-comic writcrs.

“(thcialdom is strong «n France, in
termany  and  in Russia"—Globe.
still worse than officialdom, is woman-
dom for the female sex, and frouser-
dom, as used by a writcr in the Pal/
Mall Gazette. QOctober 27, 1882, for
the male sex-——as the wearers of trou-
«rs.  But as Mademoiselle Thérese
used to sing in the cafés chantants of
Paris, “ Rien n'est sacre
saapeur,” so nothing is sacred to the
znnning sciolists who aspire to be
facetious.

pour un ;

The much-abused system of com- .

petitive examinations for public em-

ployment, which threatens to reduce

all our young men to one dead level
of Chinese mediocrity, has enriched

the alrcady too copious vocabulary

of hiterary slang Ly two words: to
cram, and to coack. Cram is a term
of disparagement, but to ceack is con-

sidercd legitimate, as in the following
advertisement : ““ A professor of elo- ;

cution and dramatic art, privately
wdches amateurs in acting or reading.”
{The coach or the man who coaches, is
sometimes irreverently but not inap-
propriately called a grinder.)

~ Persuasion is a word that, besides
us ordinary and familiar meaning—
which it is unnecessary to set forth—
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has come to signify the particular be-
lief of any class of dissenters from the
doctrines or observances of the
Church of Rome.  Thus, 1t is correct
to say that a man is of the * Protes-
tant persuasion,” the * Methodist per-
suasion,” the ** Baptist pe suasion,”
the ‘“ Preshytenian persuasion,” et
but it is not correct to say that he is
of the ** Jewish persuasion,” the “* Ma-
homedan persuasion.” the * Buddhist
persuasion,” etc., because these are
not sects of any greater faiths or re-
ligions.  But the prevalence of the
word in religious matters has led, in
the newspapers, to a wholly unjustia-
able abuse of it, by the 1lliterate vul-
gar, cr by the semi-educated vulgar,
who a.  miore to blame for their igno-
rance than the utterly ignorant. Thus,
a reporter for the daily press, when
examined as a witness, was asked
what was his business or profession—
and replied that he was of the repor-
torial persuasion! just as, if an ass
could speak, he might reply, if a simi-
lar question were put to him, that he
was “ of the asinine persuasion,”
Equally, or even more detestable is
the use of the word as applied to sex.
In a letter from West Hampstead, in
the Daily Telegraph of September 8,
1882, in reference to the alarm cre-
ated by a receat burglary ; the writer
recommends every householder to dis-

- charge his revolver whenever he shall

find any unauthorized person of the
“male persuasion on his premises
during the hours of darkness.” More
tlagrant still is the use of the word ap-
plied to a girl or woman, as a “friend
of the female persuasion.”” *‘One of
the female persuasion, if she be a cook
in a good family, is an awfully good
friend of the unmarried policeman,”
1s the statement of a would-be-comic
writer in the columns of a would-be-
comic periodical.

The loss of a good old English
word c/epe, which long ago dropped
out of the language, and which signi-



