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here are in Amnerica three famnilies

bearing the name Sharp- onie of
Scottish and one of Englishi origin,
wh1ile thiere is a third to which we
may gciv-- no consid.2ration hiere,

IL I it being of direct Germian de-
scent, originally "Sharpenstein" now shortened
to "Shiarp." The English and Scottishi familles are
probably verv distantly related, and it is interesting
to note that -the perhiaps most distinguishied miemibe
of the Scottishi famrily, James Slharp, wvas Archbishop
of St. Andrews, hence 'Primate of Scotland, while
at nearly the sanie time a miiember of the English
family, Jolin Sharp, wvas Archibishiop of York anid
Primate of E ngland.

As to the origin of the naine, authoritics appear
to dîffer. Suehi dictionaries of ]3ritisli family naines
a', Ferguson's "The 'reutonie Name SysLemi" regard
the naine as beingo one of a class descriptive of per-
sonal chacacteristics. "Shiarp," says Fergison, "is
fromi the Anglo-Sa-xôn, Scearp; Old Highi Germati,
Scarf; Modemn Gerinan, Scharf,-sharp, quick, acute;
simple forms: Englishi, Sharp, Sharpcy, Sharpus,
Scarfe, Sehiarb; German, Seharpif, Scliarf; diminu-
tive, Shiarpley. "

Sir George Mackenzie, on the other ian lu is
"(Science of Heraldrv," states that the word "fesse"
in Heraldry, from, flc Latin "fascia," a scarf. repre-
sents the scarf of a warrior "en escharp," and "frorn
bearing 'argent a fesse azure' the first of the Shiarps,
wlio camne from France with KiGng David, wvas called
Monsieur de lEscharp, and by corruption, Shiarp."
Elsewhiere the saine author mientions a William
E--sclharp, wlio came early from Normiandy.
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