
unparallelled and had raised him to apparent affluence, but, in
1826, by the failure of two publishing houses with which he was
connected, he was reduced to bankruptcy. He set himself reso-
lutely to redeem himself from the load of debt (£147,000) but, al-
though successful, his faculties gave way before the enormous
mental toil to which they were subjected. ]le died at Abbotsford,
Sept. 21st, 1832. In addition to the poetical works and the Waverly
Novels, Scott was the author of many/other popular works, too well
known to need mentioning here.

SHAKESPEARE, WILLIAM.-The greatest poet of England, born at
Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire, April 23rd, 1564. Unfortunate-
]y the materials for a biography of the poet are very meagre, and
are principally derived from tradition. He appears to have been
well educated, married very early, when about nineteen years of
age, his wife, Anne Hathaway, being then twenty-six. Shortly
after this he left Stratford for London, where he became an actor
and eventually a writer of plays. His first printed drama (Henry
VI., paît II.) was issued in 1594. In 1597, he purchased the best
house in his native town, and about 1604 he retired to Stratford,
where he spent the last twelve years of life, and where he is
supposed to have written many of his plays, but we have no means
of determining the exact order in which they were composed. He
died April 23rd, 1616. His works are of world-wide fame, and need
not be enumerated here. The name is often spelled SHAKSPEARE.

SHELLEY, PERCY BYSSHE.-An eminent English poet, born near
Horsham, Sussex, August 4th, 1792. He studied at Oxford, fromu
whence he was expelled for publishing a Defence of Atheism. He
made an unhappy marriage and soon separated from his wife. He
published Queen Mab, Alsator, and in 1817 the Revolt of Islam. In
1818 he left England, to which he was destined never to return.
In July, 1822, (July 8th), while residing at Leghorn, he went out
on the Gulf of Spezzia, in a sail boat, which was upset in a squall,
and the poet perished. In addition to the poems already men-
tioned he wrote The Cenci, Adonais, Prometheus, and a number of
smaller pieces. As a poet he was gifted with genius of a very high
order, with richness and fertility of imagination, but of a vague
and partly unintelligible character.

SHERIDAN, RICHARD BRINSLEY BUTLER.-A celebrated Irish
orator and dramatist, born in Dublin in 1751. He directed his
attention to literature, and in 1775 produced the comedy of The
Rivals, and several other pieces. In 1777, his celebrated comedy of
The &hool for Scandal, established his reputation as a dramatic
genius of the highest order. He managed Drury Lane Theatre for
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