NEW FREFOR T

California Syndicate Secure Yalu-
able Property on German-
-sen’Creek.

Long Pending Negotiations With
Vietoria Company Closed
Yesterday.

Germansen creek, which during the
three years from 1868 to 1871—the time
of the Omineca excitement—is credited
with having added a million dollars to
the world’s gold supply, and has sinee
given up smaller fortunes to the adven-
turous placer miners, is to be called upon
to produce even'more of the much sought
after yellow metal. This time modern
hydraulic machinery will be introduced
to extract the precious flakes from ‘the
gravel of the bed and .banks of the
river, the capital for the enterprise com-
ing from California.

Yesterday afternoon Mr. Jarrett = T.
Richards, president of the St. Anthony

Exploration company of Santa Barbara, | high.

Cal., a syndicate which includes in its
membership some of the leading capital-
jsts of Southérn Califronia, secured by
purchase the water rights, bench and
creek claims, timber rights and ditches
on Germansen creek of the Omineca
Consolidated Mining company, of Vic-
toria. This gives the St. Anthony Ex-
ploration company 25 bench and creek
claims, 6,000 miners’ inches of water,
half the right to cut timber on certain
limits, and four miles of ditching. They
have also leased for two Yyears t.he
Omineca company'® sawmill. The price
paid for this property has not been made
public.

This sale means the starting of a new
era in mining in the Omineca -country.
The Californians are thoroughly pre-
pared to develop the property, and they
do not intend to lose any time about
starting. Mr. W. A. Thompson, an
hydraulic mining man ‘of many years
experience in California, who “examined
the property for the company, left for
San Francisco last evening to order the
necessary piping and plant, which will
be sent forward -just as soon as practi-
cable. As soon as Mr. Thompson has
secured the plant, he, in company yv'xth

,"Mr, C. E. Perry, the well-known British
Columbia engineer and superintendent

of the company, will proceed to German-
gen greek  &iiivey ine claims and make
preparations for the commencement 'ofl
work in the spring. This work will in-
clude the enlargement of the ditches and
the installation of the plant,  for the
company hopes to be taking out gold be-
fore the close of next season. ;

To assist in the opening up of this and
other propefties in the Omineca district,
a road from Tatla lake to Omineca river
—a distance of about 70 miles—is very
badly needed. Mr. Richards had con-
ferences with the provincial government
in regard to this work, and Ne says he
found them considerate and attentive to
his - representations. - E(ll‘o lascaeltslt ﬂlxn the
work, his company had pla e ser-
viebll" of their engineer at the disposal
of the government to make the neces-
sary survey. Mr. Richards also spoke
of the kindness and courtesy with which

_he and the other representatives of the
company had been received on every
hand. They‘had been welcomed as

friends, not strangers, and although the |

contest had been a long one, the negotia-

tions for the purchase of the property | h

had been carried out with the best of

The St. Anthony Exploration Company
was organized to pros orthern Brit-
jsh Columbia and as soon as organization
had been perfected the company com-
menced to look around for the best men
to carry out the work. Mr. C. B. Perry,
of this city, an engineer who has taken
part in all big works in British Columbia,

THE GOLDEN CACHE.

Mine Superintendent - Confident That
Some . Profit Is Yet Obtainable. -

An interesting report from the mine

superintendent formed part of the informa-

tion laid ‘before the shareholders’ meeting

at Vancouver the other day. In this report,

.| dated at Lillooet on September 5, 1898, Col

Rives says:

“The ore bodies I had heretofore encount-
ered, reserved, and had confidéntly relied
upon to yleld sufficient to ke the mill
abundantiy supplied until "ne bodies
were discovered, have, I must inform you
with deepest regret, failed to meet expec-
tations.. Upon going in upon these ies
the ore n?nlckly dissipated. The ore proved
to be only in ‘bunches,’ and in consequence
I was, and still am, forced to employ two
machines upon small ‘bunches,’ here and
there, breaking with the ore a great deal
of glate or schist, whieh, yielding nothing,
had to be carefully sorted from the ore
to prevent the mill output of gold being
infinitesimal. The great bulk of the ore
sent to the mill since this starting has
been of an exceedingly low grade, lower
than that heretofore reduced, and much
lower than any mill where labor and ma-
terial as high as it is 'here, and where
there were so few stamps.

*On the north side of the main tunmnel I
have been getting most of my milling ore.
I have evacuated or stoped on that°®side of
the tunnel a distance of 78 feet long by 12
feet wide, by 10 feet high, 9,360 cubic feet,
468 tons of ore. At the junction of west
drift and big stope I evacuated 10 feet
long, by 6 feet high, by 8 feet wide. At
junction of east end of big stope and main
tunnel ‘on north side I have evacuted 15
feet long, by -6 feet high, by 4 feet wide.
On south side of blﬁ stope I have evacuated
20, feet long, by feet wide, by 7 feet

] I have driven in lower tunnel at
foot of cliff 74 feet. The face of it is
h}ghly mineralized, all assaying a trace in
gold, and shows strong indications of ap-
proachlnf a body of ore. I am doing fair
work with the machines, averaging 4 feet
of tunnel work per day, while the forma-
tion remains at its gresent hardness.

“In addition to the foregoing statement
of work for the past month, I have moved
and enlarged the blacksmith shop; built
a new powder house eapable of holding
two tons of powder; repaired ore chutes
and tramway from mine to mill; repaired
trails leading to mine and to lower tunnel;

ot out and packed from the woods
eet of timber-running, and sent down-to
the mill 307 cars of ore.

“It is with keenest and most piognant
regret I must state to you that our reserves
are so nearly exhausted, and to such an
extent, that we cannot extract that which
is in sight, with econemy or any hopé of
prpﬂt. with the present development.

‘The development I have n able to
make with the air drills proves conclusively
to my mind that the true ledge of the
mine has been encountered -and that there
can be no other course to pursue than
to sink upon it, with the hope of finding
at greater depths ore that_ will reward
the company for its outlay. In excavating
or stoping on the north side of the main
tunnel or drift, this ledge is clearly defined
the whoie length of 120 feet with well-
defined walls and about 5 feet in width.
The ore chute pitches to the west, with
a regular dip of about 40 per cent. to the
northwest. - I earnestly advise sinking upon
this ledge, fallowing the quartz whither it
may lead. The work could probably be
done in sixty days, certainly it would not
take much longer.”

. ng following extract from the last report
made by (Ol m:yes;, while In the mine, was
read. It bears the dates 0f Beptember-20:

“The lower tunnel IS RoW :n 173 feet.
Quartz Is encounter?li in ‘bunches,’ and
sniall streaks of quartz permeate the face.
Yesterday the drillings assayed 76c¢. per
ton gold. Considerable water is coming in
and there is a decided change in the rock

.we are driving into. It is my opinion, and

that of my men, that we are not far distant
from a ledge of quartz.”

After the secretary had read the above
%:’ports and the financial statement, * Mr.

. Robertson, as one of the directorate,
was. called upon to address the meeting.
He expressed great hoge for profitable re-
sults from cnrryln'i out the wish proposed
b{ the suptrintendent, and stated that he
thought it a mistake for them to throw
?, eir hands at this period and drop all.

e’ was fully convinced that they had a
good mine and property.

——e
- AN EQUALITY COLONY.

Hopes and Plans of a Soclalistie Venture
Explained tb{t} Member
[

In Skagit count{, ‘Washington, there is
a colony of people who own their lan
teams, tools, cattle, hogs an

all in Of this venture

one of the members, L. Klamroth, writes

as follows: «

On. November 1, 1897, nine men started

work there. Now the colony numbers over

rsons. They have acres of land.

of it is very rich bottom, and the

artl; in timber. They have

from which
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General lleeting of the Company
Informed of Very Poor
Prospects Ahead.

The Riech Ore Was in a Pocket
and Only Low Grade Now
in Sight.

Vancouver, Nov. 17.—An extraordin-
ary general meeting of the shareholders
of the Golden Cache Mines Company,
Limited Liability, was held at the Board
of Trade rooms yesterday. 3

Vice-president Skene occupied the chair,
supported by Director Robertson, and
the secretary, A. Grant. The vice-presi-
dent strongly commented on the absence
and the tendered resignation of the presi-
dent, and continued:

“Gentlemen, had this ‘eeting been
summoned to declare a 10 per cent. divi-
dend, and Golden Cache share been at a
premium, there is, I fear, a very small
probability that I should have been }eft
to occupy the chair on this occasion.
However, being where I am, I will en-
devor to do my best in placing before
you the position of the company, and that
the scope of the meeting may be clearly
understood, I would desire to say a
word or two in explanation.”

Giving a review of the transactions at
the mine, he said: “From January till
the end of April a good deal of develop-
ment work was done in the mine, and of
so fairly encouraging a nature that, when
mining was resumed in August, after the
installation of the turbine air compres-
sor and machine drills, and the readjust-
ment of the ‘tramways and erection of
necessary ore bins, ete., it was con-
fidently believed that sufficient ore could
be obtained from the upper workings to
run_the mill for the three months neces-
sary to drive in the new tunnel at the
240 foot level, and this of sufficient aver-
age value to, in the worst instance, pay
all expenses for the time being, but un-
fortunately, gentlemen, this did not prove
to be the case, and at the end of a
month’s run the superintendent was
obliged to advise the president, when the
latter was in Lillooet on September 1st
or 2nd, that the ore was on all sides of
extremely low grade, and so limited in
quantity that the mill could only be run
some days longer. 3

“On September 19 we were advised
by telegraph of the robbery of amalgam.
I myself went to Lillooet t¢ investigate,
and on my return a meeting was held
on September 29, at which I presented
a report and it was decided that, on ac-
count of the robbery and the poor result
of the clean-up, we had no option bat
at once’ to discharge all hands and the
superintendent was so instructed by tele-
graph, leaving only a watchman on the
premiges.

“Such, gentlemen, is the unfortunate
position in which we stand. During
the recent mill-run 900 tons of ore were
crushed, 44 tons of which only were of
the better quartz, the balance assaying
barely $2 per ton, and the gross average
being $4.50. The problem we have now
to face is, what ‘is the best course to
Ipursue?

“At last we have apparently a ledge
to follow, the location of which is shown
on the plan now before you; very low
grade, it is true, at present, assaying
$1.76 per ton, but having good walls, we
are advised by Superintendent Rives. It
certainly seems - worth *following, and
with every appliance at ‘hadd, it will be
most unfortunate if some means cannot
be found to provide the mecesary funds.
Whether, if these can be found, this
work should be done now without ex-
traneous advice, or whether, as a first
step, the opinion of a reliable first-class
expert should be taken on the property,
is for you to decide. The question is en-
tirely one of funds.

“At the moment the company hag lia-
bilities of about $2,000, and has a law
suit pending with the late trustee, Dr.
Carroll. For the sale of 100,000 shares

oy at $1 Dr. Carroll had intimated that he

was selected as superintendent, and he 3%

had as assistant Mr. Webster, geologist
and mining expert, who was a member
of Prof. Selwyn’s British Columbia ex-
ploration party; Mr. Thomas R. More, &
practical prospector, who was given
charge of the commissariat department
and pack trains, and Mr. Charles A.
Thompson, a practical hydraulic miner.
Messrs. Perry and Webster went into the
Fatla Lake district and Messrs More
and Thompson into the Omineca river
section. Bench and creek claims, all
of which prospected well, were secured
but it 'was found that the Omineca Con-
solidated Company. of this city controlled
the watershed. When the experts made
their report to the company it was decid-
ed to buy the Omineca company out if
possible,  Mr. Richards came north and
opened the negotiations which were yes-
terday successfully closed.

‘Germansen creek has been a great gold
producer. = As previously stated, placer
miners were credited with taking out a
million dollars between 1868 and 1871.
The rush to Cassiar took the men away
frem the creek and the depth of the
gravel also kept placer miners away from
it in later years. One man, however,
a Mr. Keynton, stayed with the creek,
obtained a crown grant for his claim and
for several years has been working it
with a rather crude hydraulic plant. Be-
ing unable to take water from the
stream, it beigegd controlled by the é)min—

nsol only

and the least he has taken out in a sea-
son is $400, and his seasons, it will be
admitted, are rather short.

There is no doubt about the extent of
the Germansen creek and . creek
diggings and as to their richness
company has the best advice they could

get. .
Mr, Richards leaves for California to-
night. -

——— e,

ern railroad. They have a public kitchen
and dining room, wher they all board.
This is rather a large family, but every-
thing is carried on in the best order. The
families are so far mostly living in large
apartment houses, but they expect soon to
erect separate houses for those who desire
them. KFamilies can have their own kitch-
en if they so desire, but few are said to
desire it after trying collective living for
a while. In the Rauskin colony, in Ten-
nessee, numbering persons, collective
living has been tried for four years, and
it is said none of them would think of re-
tnrnlnﬁ to the old method. It saves 8o
much labor and material. The farmers
do the farming, the tailors make clothes,
the shoemaker makes shoes, and so on,
as far as possible to do so,
works at that work for which he has a
taste and talent. Everybody gets the same
wages per day, both men and women.

e consider that the common laborer
is as much a necessity to soclety as the
skilled rson, and as they are both hu-
man gs, and -each needs the same
quantity and quality of the comforts and
enjoyments of life, therefore if each does
to.the best of his ability, each should re-

3 b that with-

could “have very much ekill, an
fore each person of a working age and
able-bodied owes soclety a certain amount
of useful service. As their means of pro-
duction and exchange are held In common,
no one can posibly get the prl:})e'rty. No
drones are tolerated: They claim that if
the Bellamy co-operative plan was nation-
alized, in & month there would be no
tramps. - There would be public employ-
ment, se no family would feed a tramp.
If they would steal then they. would be
lsureo ‘tgz be put in iprlson and made to work
‘With that system, it is claimed, four
hours per ‘day for the able-bodied from
21 years of age to 45 would make a luxu-
rious living for all.
There are going to be several other colo-
in W in the near future.

We notice in all the newspapers of

Canada hearty congratulations extended
to The Family Herald and Weekly Star,
of Montreal, on -their very handsome
picture this year. The picture, entitled
“The Thin Red Line,” is a stirring bat-
tle scene, and is immensely popular.
‘“The Family Herald and Weekly Star,
awve notice, is 24 pages this week. A 24-
page paper like the Family Herald and
Weekly Star, and a picture like *The
Thin Red > all for one dollar, is
marvellotis. The equal ef it certainly

4 gOYS! can earn a Stem-
B Wind Watch and Chain,
¥ . a correct

S ure% Spoons, R
. each. No money required. 8-
_boys have enmea,m&fe these
rite, stating your father

Manufacturers’ Agency Co., Toronto, Ont.
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was, willing to accept five per cent.. The

company had no treasury stock to dis-

pose of now and had no available assets.
“As it may be of interest to the share-

holders to know the present location of

the company’s stock, I have gone through

the register as it stood on the 14th,

which shows the holdings in round fig-

ures to be:

Great Britain and Ireland

United States

Vancouver

Viectoria

New Westminster

Other British Columbia points..

Toronto

Hamilton, Ont. .........

Ottawa and London, Ont......

New Brunswick & Nova Scotia.

Winnipeg

Elsewhere in Canada

The balance sheet up to November 16,
1898, showed liabilities as follows:
Sundry creditors
Capital stock, 500,000 shares

of $1 each, fully paid.... 500,000 00
Profit and loss account 4,482 60

Total

The items in the assets include the
“ property account,” which represents
$506,693.69, including $26,126.08 paid
for-hydraulic and compressor plant;
amount paid fer five claims bought from
Golden Eagle  syndicate, $387,328.80;
cost of acquiring additional claims ‘and
of developing the properties, $96,092.80.
From these amounts is deducted the
sum of $2,853.99 for interest and bul-
lion. = Book ‘debts were set down at

accounts were jaudited on November 16
bthr. W. T. Stein, chartered account-
an
" Mr. C. BE. Hope requested that the re-
port sent in by Mr. J. H. Macfarlane
on July 27, 1897, be read. After some
discussion on the matter, the secretary
read Mr. Macfarlane’s report. The let-
ter was dated from the mines on June
26, 1897, and was read at the board
meeting on July 27, 1897, but has not
before been made public. In this let-
ter Mr. Macfarlane said: “The pro-
portion of millable ore contained in the
stocks, as also in view in the workings,
is very small and of low grade, and I
feel that we have little prospect of run-
ning the mill satisfactorily for any
length of time, unless we come across
some good stuff in the near future in
new workings, which I.do not antici-
pate, as the vein is not improving, but
rather pinching out. As far as I can
see, our main vein is simply a blowout,
or large pocket,, on a - compara-
tively small vein - of poor ore.
This' pocket tapers down to almost
nothing to east and west, as also
to north and northwest as we advance in
the mountain, Tn the inclined shaft, fol-
lowing the hanging ‘wall downwards the
vein now only measures about three feet
and consists of poor looking quartz and
slate, carrying only traces of gold.”

The fact that this report had been kept

quiet 'was a maig point in the long dis-

$6.30 and balances in hand, $85.48. The|

illi

" CURENOVEMBER ILLS,

GENERAL DEBILITY CURED.

From the Advertiser, Hartland, N.B.

Ralph Giberson, postmaster of Mon-
quart, Carleton Co., N.B., is also
known as a prosperous agriculturist and
enthusiast in his line. Now stalwart
and rugged, weighing 250 pounds he
searce would be recognized as the man
who six months ago was the picture
of one suffering the terrible symptoms
of general debility. He was run down
in health, suffered much from dizziness,
almost blindness, general dullness and
depression of spirits; He had a poor
appetite and such food as he ate gave
him great distress; . He was incapaci-
tated for the work that fell upon him
and was well. nigh utterly discouraged.
The symptoms bordered on to those by
which  hypochondria  is
Through reading the Advertiser he’
learned of the particular benefit that
several of his friends in this vicinity had
received by the use of Dr. Williams’
Pink Pills, and by the hope held out by
their testimonials he secured a supply
and took them aecording to directions.
The result was almost magical; soon
his symptoms became less disagreeable,
and he steadilly gdined until now he is
perfectly free from his old troubles.
He gladly and freely gives this testimon-
ial, that all who may read it may know
the remedy if ever they are troubled
with general debility. 4

—_——————
WEAK AND RUN DOWN.
Among many iw ‘Ottawa and the vi-
einity who have been benefited one
way or another by the use of Dr. Wil-
liams’ Pink Pills for Pale People, the
Journal has learned of the case of Mrs.
Gilehrist, wife of Mr. /I, V. Gilchrist,
of Hintonburgh. Mr. Gilchrist keeps
a grocery at the corner of Fourth Ave.
and Cedar street, and is well known to
a great many people in Ottawa as waki
as to the vilifigers of this suburb of the
Capital, Mrs. Gilchrist states that
while in a “run down” condition during
the spring of 1897, she was greatly
strengthened and built up by the use of
Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. Speaking of
the matter to a Journal reporter, she
stated that while' able to go about at
the time' she was far from well; her
blood was poor, she was subject to
headaches, and felt tired after the
slightest exertion. She had read at
different times of ‘cures effected by the
use of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills, and
decided to try them. She was benefitted
by the first box and continued their use
until she had taken five boxes, when
she considered hefSelf quite recovered.
Mrs. Gilchrist says that she always
strongly recommends Dr. Williams’
Pink Pills as a builder and strengthener
when any of herifriéends are weak or

ailing. A1

i

manifested..

RHEUMATISM CURED.

Mr. M. Carroll, of Roland, Man.,
writes:—*“While living at Sidney, Man.,
I wrote you informing you that Dr.
Williams’ Pink Pills had cured me of
resumatism of twenty-five years stand-
ing, after many other medicines had
failed. I am pleased to again write you
and say that the cure has been perman-
ent, as after a lapse of several years,
there has been ne return of the trouble.
1 sincerely hope my experience will be
the means of helping some other poor
sufferer.”

CURED OF SCIATICA.

Mr. C. Thornton, Bluevale,

Ont.,
says:—“About seven years ago I rented
my farm, and moved into this village,

GAINED TWENTY-
THREE POUNDS.

Mr. Arthur Piper, Dixville, Que.,

says:—“Last autumn I became very

where I have since carried on business | weak, my whole constitution seemed to

as a pumpmaker.

In the fall of 1895 I

be undermined, and I lost flesh rapidly.

was attacked with sciatica, and for more I had no appetite, the least exertion
than a month suffered intensely. I took |tired me, and the words ‘felt miserable’

medical treatment, but it did not help.
Then a druggist advised me to try Dr.

will best describe my feelings. Having
read so much concerning Dr. Williams’

Williams’ Pink Pills; under this'treat-|Pink Pills I determined to try them,

ment the sciatica was banished and I

have not since felt any return of it.”

and the results were most beneficial.
Astounding as it may seem, I gained
twenty-three pounds in three weeks,

November Ilis.
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Will prepare you if

November is a dangerous month. The
cold, the damp, the sudden changes
that foretell the coming winter attack
those unprepared for their assault.

> |.and I am now feeling as well as ever I
did in my life. To those who feel as

I did,. I would say that Dr. Williams’

Pink Pills .will speedily cure them.”

WASTING AWAY.

Mrs. J. N, Gordon, Cataraqui, Ont.,
gsays: — “If I could not have got Dr.
Williams’ Pink Pills I believe I would
not now be living. I was wasted away
to a shadow, and my hands were liter-
ally transparent. I had a hacking
cough, could not sleep and could
scarcely eat.,  Doctors having failed to
help me, I determined to try Dr. Will-
iams’ Pink Pills, and was soon gratified
to ﬁ_nd that they were helping me. I
continued their use for several months,
and am thankful to say that they have
fully restored my health. I consider Dr.
Williams’ Pink Pills a blessing to hu-
manity.

feel the effects of November Ills.
you must get the genuine--substitutes
are worse than useless---much worse.

DR WILLIAMS Y i
INK 2
l‘isLS u

ALE ‘
are not ill yet; and

I EOPLE

In package like this--Always printed RED

will cure you if you are beginning to

But

. %
I your dealer has not got them, send direct to the Dr.
Williams’ Medicine Co., Breckville, Ont.y and they will be .
- mailed post paid' at 50 cents a box; or six. boxes for $2,50.

——

IT IS PROVED THAT 5

DR. WILLIAMY’
PINK PHLS..... .

CURE ___

Rheumatism,

. Seiaties,

_ Locomotor Ataxia,
Anaemia (lack of blood).
Heart Troubles,
Indigestion and Dyspepsia,
St. Vitus’ Dance,
Paralysis,

Ineipient Consumption,
All Female Weakuess,
Dizziness and Headache,
And AJl Troubles Arising
From Poor and Watery

cussion which followed. Finally Mr. J.
R. Seymour moved that a committee of
five, namely, Méssrs. J. O. Benwell,
Creary, G. B. Harris, J. J. Banfield and
A. H. Chaldecott be elected to confer
with the directors and report to an ad-
journed meeting. Mr. Aked seconded the
motion, which was carried. The chair-
man then formally adjourned the meet-
ing till Wednesday, November 23rd, at
the same time and place.

The Lakes Superior, Huron, Erie, On-
tarlo and Michigan® have an aggregate
area of 94,750 square miles, ;which is larger
than the area of Great Britaln.

An Elizabethan seal top silver spoon
weighing one ounce and a half was sold in
London recently for $100 an ounce. This
is a record price for old silver.

=By a Little Ching.

What looks to be a speck on
the ocean’s horizon may prove
to be the largest vessel afloat.
So with the little disease whose
dangerous aspect you laugh to
scorn. Its present proportions
are not very fearsome. Let it
once get a foothold in your
system and its size will increase
like an on-coming train, ¢ %
Many a promising career has
been ended, and many a strong
life’s flame has been put out by
such a little thing. That at-
tack of Sleeplessness, Loss of
Appetite, Biliousness, Indiges-
tion, Sick Headache, Constipa-
tion, and any of the many com-
mon ills may become serious
diseases. Stamp them out of
your system and prevent their
return by the daily use of

Fbiey’s Effervescent Salt.

A teaspoonful.taken every mornin;
‘before gl?:ﬂkfas!, will, keep you ing
excellent -health and spirits and pre-
vent these many ills.

E:Mmggu‘ ts sell u;is&amndard
: paration a cents a
large bt'mgfe

le. Trial size 25 cents.

NEW PLACERS NORTH

Thistle Creek, Whiech With Atlin
Will Next Season Rival the
Klendike.

Pans of From One to Seven Dol-
lars—All Adjacent Ground
ready Staked.

Among the Northern mines there are
two sections more than any others that
at present are looked to as possible rivals
of the far-famed Klondike, these being
the Atlin Lake field at the northern ex-

tremity of tHis province, and Thistle and
Blueberry creeks, just this side of the
Stewart river. The discoveries at these
fatter diggings are more recent than the
Atlin finds, and definite reports are only
now commencing to make their appear-
ance,

One of the best of these is furnished
by G. H. Bunn, an experienced and in-
telligent miner and a member of the
Scroggie party—discoverers of the creek
of that name—who has come direct from
the new scene of mining activity. He
‘says:

“Thistle creek is in my opinion one of

of the whole north country. It is on the
right side of the Yukon, and enters that
river at a point about twenty miles above
the Stewart, heading on the opposite side
of the divide from the west fork of
‘Scroggie creek, only & few miles from
that fork. The mouth of the creek is not
visible from the Yukon, as it enters what
is called a blind slough, and persons com~
ing down the river do not notice it.

“The discovery on Thistle was made
by a party of eight Scotchmen who had
been prospecting’ in the neighborhood
since last July. The discovery claim is
about ten miles up from the mouth of
the creek. The party first sank a hole
about a mile from the mouth, and found
only good colors. They then went up ten
miles and drifted in at the side of the
bank on to the river or bed reck, and at
| a very short distance in, and af a point
where the bank was about eight feet
above the rock they made the strike, get-
ting, it is said, from $1.25 to $2.00 and
even more, to the pan.

“The best pan they took out, I was
informed, went over seven dollars. One
nugget that was shown to me, would
measure, roughly speaking, three-quar-
ters of an inch extreme length by about
one half inch wide, and something like
an eighth of an inch thick, of irregular
shape. It weighed ‘over five dollars in
value. This was their largest nugget
and is the largest yet found on the

creek,

“They. have gone in in three different

laces on discovery claim, and say they

ve found about the same conditions in
each place. The creek is about 1,000
feet wide, I should say, and about thirty
miles in length. It shows a volume of
water of about half that of Scroggie
creek and perhaps twice that of Brewer

creek.

“Many ridges and gulches cut it, and
many smaller streanis flow into the This-
tle, There is one particular tributary

called the Blueberry, entering’ Thistle

the best and most promising gold streams |

just above discovery, that has been pros-
pected and is represented as showing
such fine indications that one of the or-
iginal discoverers on Thistle has offered
to exchange one of the original claims
on Thistle for this one of the Blueberry.
The smaller creek has forty claims on it,
or had at the time I staked, while This-
tle at that time was staked at 60 above
and 30 below—although now it is stak-
ed to over 150 above and 70 below.
“The confidence of those who have ex-
amined the ground is shown by the rush
at the recorder’s office at the mouth of
Stewart river.  Nearly all who have
staked are’ g, and a man has to
stay in line about a day and a half to
get the opportunity to make his record.
I think there are from 500 to 700 people
in the camp, and I passed many going in.
“Those in the field are following the
example by the men at Sqroggie and
Brewer creeks—building cabins and get-
ting everything ship-shape for the winter,
The whole district will be thoroughly
worked in the spring.” .

PRSI EP, S S
PRIBYLOF SEAL ROOKERIES.

American Operations There This Sea-

son—Arguments Against the
Canadian Seal

ers.
U. 8. Commsr. Tow d, In Sci

In compliance with the act of congress
of 1893, the United States fish commis-
sion has each year made an investiga-
tion respecting the condition of seal life
on_ the Pribylof islands.

This work, usually performed in con-
nection - with the former duties on the
steamer Albatross, was officially re-
sumed by the writer during the past

season in connection with the work eof |

the division of fisheries.
to the continuance of pelagic
still diminishing in

numbers, and the seal catch on land-and| -
sea grows less from yesr to year. The
pe!

tage of decrease in the number of
seals born on the islands becomes ‘more
noticeable as time passes, the operations
of the sealing fleet prod a more
marked effect on the redu herd; in
1897 there was found a deerease of 11
per cent. over the preceding year, and
during the present season a decrease of
22 per cent. since 1897.. 'Thé decrease
is best shown in the annual counts of
seals born on all rookeries small enough
to admit of counts being made. These
rookeries were, with one exeeption, on
St. Paul island. A year ago it was

not considered feasible to extend the | $300.00

census of pups to any additional rooker-
jes, on account of their size, This year
it was found that all the rookeries on
St. George island had shrunken to such
a degree that actual counts could be sub-
stituted for the various estimates hither-
to employed.. These -counts, in connec-
tion with those regularly made on St.
Paul island, will be very useful here-
after. . Since 1896 the land catch has
been: - 1896, 28,964; 1897, 20,890; 1898,
18,032. The pelagic catch has decreased
as follows: 1894, 61,838;
1896, 43,917; 1897, 24,322. -
gic -cateh -for 1898 has not yet been
made knewn; but whether lgss than in
1897 or not, there is no uncertainty
about the diminution of the herd. .
On account of temporary difficulties,
the fences built for retaining males on
land were not as strong as they should
have been, and many seals . escaped.

There will be little* dificulty in making|
Fencing

them perfect next season, 1
practicable, and serves the double;pm-

:

pose sof preventing the laborious re-
driving of mon-killables, and keeping
them at home during the presence of
the sealing fleet in Behring Sea.

Some of the females branded, for the

purpose of lessening the value of their .
skins, were seen, but young females are
not  conspiecuous about the islands in
midsummer.
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