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Sir Robert was its President sold to
the Government for public purposes
a piece of land at Whithourne, If my
memory serves me rightly Sir Robert
Bond was also a Director of the New-
foundland lron Ore Company ‘which
pmde a large expenditure upon an
iron property in Bay de Verdé dis-

Bananas,
Oranges,
Grape Fruit,
Apples.

y Tracts Series,

nent \Writers

rist on the (onscience.

that in taking this ecourse he is
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as to the motive of Mr. Coaker in
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writing this letter - to His BExcel-
15 doz. Ladies’ Straw

lency. Mr. Coaker, as he states in
83 his letter, is President of the Fisher-
Hat Shapes
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men's Protective Union, and he says
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owned and operated by the Reid New-
foundland Company.
Before the suspension of the Union

and Commercial Banks in 1894, some | D€ 18 virtn

of their Directors were members of
the Executive Council. Both these

Banks had large transactions with | D€V

the - Government ‘and held large
amounts on deposit belonging to the
Government Savings Bank. The late
Hon. A. W. Harvey, the late Sir Rob- | ¢
ert Thorburn and Hon. W._ J. S. Don-
nelly were Directors of the Union
Bank, while at the same time holding
8¢al3 in the Executive Council.

I cite these instances from mem-
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of a seat in the Council.
ciple, however, only applies in the
case of the Attorney General because

This prin-

te officio a member of thw
ouncil. In the case under

discussion the fact that I was Attor-
General did not debar me from
acting as Solicitor for the LCompany,
as ther®t was no conflict of interest
between th
rument. Had there been any con-
flict of inte :
to act for the Company.

e Company and the Gov-
rest I would have refused

ustration of the usage in
might refer you to the

Reid-Middleton Contract of 1890 for

cry and have no doubt that other pre- the construction and equipment of the

cedents can be found of persons oc- k
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Railway. Sir William

cupying seats in the Executive Coun-| W1iteway, who was then Premier and
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shareholders or officeholders of com- | [YACt and acted on behalf of the Gov-

p: nies or members of firms which had
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with the ««

roughout the negotiations
mtractors, while at the

ticis with the Government. In fact | SaMme time hig firm of Whiteway and

it would be practically impossible at
any time to secure an Executive Coun-
c¢il in Newfoundland, some of whose
members were not interested in com-
penies or firms which must of neces-
sity at some time or other have busi-
1es3 relations with the Government.
The point that T wish to make abso-
lutely clear in the present case is
that there was no conflict of interest
between the Company and the Gov-
ernment and that there was no con-
cession  or preference or privilege or
2dvantage of any kind asked for by
the Company or granted by the Gov-
ernment. :

I now go a step further and point
cut to you that there is nothing in
the law of the Colony or in constitu-
tional usage which debars a member
of the Executive Council from apply-
ing for and obtaining a grant of' land
for agricultural purposes, a mining
license, a license to cut timber or any
cther grant or license, which under
the Crown Lands Act or under any
other law which may be in force for
the time being, any member of the
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In the prosecution of the
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very clear. He has the same ri_ght t
as any other citizen to make the ap-
plication but he cannot sit as a judge
in his own case.

The fact that I am Attorney Gen-

d
d

the

in the
American

mendment

the | for timber
The prineiple is | tWo yvears. !
his in so many words, but evidently
inference he
rawn by His Excellency is that 1
id this and further that
interests of the

relation to the Charter for“the ‘estab-

the street railway sys-

5

of the House of Assem-

ly to secure the enactment of an

of the Crown Lands Act,

0. as to extend the time for survey

limits from one year to
Mr. Coaker does not say

wishes to Dbt

I did it
Anglo-

Development (Company.

g A - 3 ' . ~ 2 2 =
eral for the Colony has no bearing up There i not a yestiage of foundation

on the question which Mr. Coaker has
raised.
statutory member of the

. for .this insinuation. The
BE ACVERY Genmallz _l b ,Et ments made in the Crown Lands Act
EOICYE  1nat vear to which Mr. Coaker refers

Council (vide section 3 of Act 61 Vic. wire ntrod

Cap. 18) and am paid a salary of
The official du- I
ties which I am expected to perform
for this very inadequate salary are
defined by section 3 of the Act above

upon the
Yept. of Agriculture and Mines. They
were prepared by the Deputy Minister
of the Dej
Turner, who has had

amend-

uced at the request and
recommendation of the

yartment, Mr. George E.
nearly thirty

quoted and by the following Minute | voqpg experience as an official of the

of Council made in 1900:

“The Committee of Council have
had under consideration the question
of the duties of the Alinister of Jus-
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where the Minister of Justice is spe- | ment were
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fore any arbitration or commission.”
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been suggested that the Attorney Gen-
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for two years, Further

lished in this newspaper the follow-
ing gross and outrageous libel upon
the members of the Executive Coun-
cil:—

“LAND GRABBERS AGAIN.
“It is useless expecting such an
“improvement from the Morris
“gahg; they are making - too much
“boodle out of the present laws to
“interfere. One grabber told us
“that he wanted a license for a large
“slice of timber areas on the Labra-
“dor, and that he met all the Execu-
“tive Council but one ¢n a Sunday |
“afternoon in a private house here, |
“when they came to terms with him, |
“after he had agreed to share up 49 |
“per cent. of the proceeds of the pur- J
‘chase money amongst them.” ]

The nine members of the Executive
C'ouncil promptly took individual ac-
tions for.libel against Mr. Coaker and
the owners of the Fishermen’s Ad- |
vocate for this libel, whereupon AMr. '
Coaker tendered the following abject
apology which was accepted by the
members _of the Executive and paid
all the costs of the actions.
“AN APOLOGY TO
“THE GOVERNMENT.
“These statements were entirely
“false and without any foundation or |
“excuse whatever; and there was no
“justification for the 'publication of
“the article, which was aimed to dis-
“eredit the Government. We here-
“by offer to each and every member |
“of the Executive our sincere apolo-
“‘gies for the publication of the arti-
‘cle.
“The members of the ' Exeécutive
“have all taken actions for libel

“of the charges which we _brought
“against them. We have agreed to |
“pay all the costs of these actions,
“including costs between. Solicitor and

“in two weekly issues of the Fisher-

“press upon.all readers.of the Advo-
“cate the_ baselessness of this accu- |
gation “ ¥gainst  the Government; and
“our extreme regret for having pub-
“lished it. -

“(Sgd.) W. F. COAKER;

This, it wds suppos€d, had closed
the incident, but I understand that
since then Mr. Coaker has been ex-
hibiting: to his-supporters in the out-
ports the papers which he has mow

justification for publishing the libel
above referred to.. These papers. evi-
dently were in.his possession before |
he published the libel on December |
30th last, and if he were ‘“prompted |
by a desire to serve the public 'wel- !
fare” he_ could then have sent them
to His Excellency as well as now.
In his apology, Mr. Coaker abjectly
admitted” that the statements which
had been published by him were “en-
tirely false and withoul any excusc
or foundaton whatever,” and ' that
there was ‘“‘no justification” for  the
publication of the *libellous article
“which was aimed to discredit the
Government.” I feel that I am not
doing-Mr. Coaker any injustice when
T express my firm conviction that the
same motive underlies this second es-
say on his part.

In view of the fact that, contrary to
the practice usual in such cases, Mr.’
(Coaker has published his letter in
several newspapers without waiting
for His Excellency’s.reply, I think it
only fair to ask that His Excellency
be requested to give permission fpr
the publication of this letter for the |
information of the public. |
I have, etc,,

(Sgd.) D. MORISON.

Methodist
Conference

! ol -

Friday, June 28th.
On motion it was resolved th:;l a
letter of condolénce be sent to t.he
family of the late A. J. W. McNeily
on their sorrow and loss, also in re-
cognition of our appreciation for Mr.
McNeily's services.
- Question 28 of Discipline was ask-
ed: Where shall the next Conference
be held? Rev. James Pincock ten-

“client, and to publish this apology in | their report and

{

|

|

Z Z ,} Committee,

“Editor Advocate. ‘[(‘hurch Union Committee were read
!

St. James’

forwarded to His Excellency, as his ] dressed the Conference.
!

in Gower Street
audiénce
| Whitemarsh, M.A.,, B.D., read the
| Seripture and led in prayer. Rev. W.
| “T. D, Dunn gave the financial report.

" 10 doz. Special Ready-
to-Wear '
—in Burnt, Navy and Black

$1 20 eaph.

OPER & MOORE

[ dered an invitation from the Quarterly

Official Board of Carbonear. It was
1'el,soh'ed that the invitation be accept-
ed.

On motion it was resolved that the
best thanks of the Conference Mis-
sionary Committee for the faithful
work done during the past year.

The Conference through the' Presi-
dent welcomed to thé platform the
General Superintendent, the Rev. Dr.
Chown, who gave a soul stirring ad-
dress on the work of our church in the
west. i

The Conference received a deputa
tion from the Lord's Day Alliance
Rev. J. Thackeray, pastor of the city
Congregational Church, delivered :
forceful address on the importance of
keeping sacred the Lord's Day. He
deprecated the fact that within the
city and in the colony in general too
little reverence was shown.

Mr. C. H. Pinsent spoke briefly.

It was resolved that Conference as-
sure the Lord’s Day Alliance of their
heartfelt sympathy and co-operation
in the work of securing to our peopls
the Sabbath in its entirety and sanc-

“against us to clear their characters tity

Afternoon Session.

The Business Committee brought in
recommended the

following committees to meet .at o

“men’s Advocate, and we desire to im- | p.m.: Educational, Newfoundland Daj
i School, Paronage Aid, Committee on
Credentials, Sustentation and Labra-
dor Committee.

The reports of the Leaders’ and Lc-
cal Preachers’'s Meeting, Church
Contingent Fund, and

and adopted.

D.D., pastor of
Montreal, was

Rev, W. Sparling,
Church,

then introduced by the General Supt.

Dr. Chown. Dr. Sparling briefly ad-

The Educational Meeting.
The Eduecational meeting was held
Church. A large
assembled. Rev. C. A.

The Preident then introduced the
Rev. W. Sparling, D.D. His subject
was, “The Preacher we need in the

next twenty-five years.” He depicted

the qualities of the minister as:
(1) A powerful leader. He said no

minister is a monopolist, but a lead-

er, and the ministry needs the best
and strongest men, not weaklings.

(2) The minister must be a Christ-
ian philosopher.

(3) The minister must be a social
reformer. f

(4) Ministers must lead the Church
of Christ in the moral conquest.

(5) Ministers must be nation build-
ers.

(6) Ministers must have a world vis-
jon. - Parochial - vision only makes
men narrow.

(7) Ministers must be moral en-
thusiasts.

Hymn 925 was sung, and the Pre-
sident introduced Rev. Howard Spra-
gue, D.D., Dean of the Theologl.('al
Faculty of Mount Allison University.
Dr.. Sprague gave a very interesting
address on the work of the Mount Al-
lison and the peculiar relation which
it had with the Maritime Conference,
and Newfoundland in particular. He
described the rise of the University
and the advantages it offers for men
who are eager to fit themselvcs_ for
the life-work. Dr. -Sprague claimed
Newfoundland for his birth-plav'e. aml_
has always felt proud to call himself
a Newfoundlander. He is the son of
one of the first Newfoundlanders that
entered the Methodist Ministry from
Newfoundland. Dr. Sprague has en-
tered upon the fiftieth year of his
ministry, being ordained in the same
class with Dr. Roge_rs.
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FISHING Tackle!

WE INVITE YOUR TRADE.
Value for Money. Highest Quality. Lowest Prices.

SPLIT BAMBOO Fly
Rods, 9 or 10 feet,
ihree piece and spare
top, nickel mounts,
cork grip, in bag and
wood, form. Prices,
irom 95 cents.

BAMBCO POLES, 12
feet, 5¢c. each ; 16 feet,

9c. each.
Baskets, Reels.
Hemp, linen and'
Silk Lines.

&
Jointed Rods, from 12¢. each ; Bristol Steel Rods, Trunk Rods, Lance Wood Fly
Rods, Fly Boeks and Cast Carrier, Gut Casts, Hooks to gut, Ringed Hooks, Salmon Flys.

Fly Hooks, from Q¢,—all patterns and sizes. Try Ashford's Patent Fly Hooks—

a sure killer—9Q g, each.

Landing Neis, Floats, Bask Straps, Waders, Camp Stoves.

GEO. KNOWLING.

junel4,8in,eod

“THE WAY T0 ONEY

Is to save it, and the way to save SAYE MONEY is to buy from QUR

BARGAIN Counters.

We have thrown out on these counters many articles worth [Jguble the Price
we are asking for them. THEY MUST GO as we've got to turn these things
into money.

Range of Prices are 10, 15, 20, 25 cis. ea.

(52~ SEE SIDE WINDOW for
.| Crockery and Glassware, at NEXT

T0 NOTHING PRIGES.
A R R S RS RS

of various articles, value up to

55¢ ; now one price, 2(g, each.

"[ SEE FRONT WINDOW for display
|

Cold type cannot do justice to these Extra-
ordinary Offerings. The proof of all is here.




