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âln the World of Amusement
General Gossip

Playgoers of nine or ten years ago 
wiH remember tiie great sensation the 
* «trees, Hope Booth, who appeared at 
the Savoy two years ego. caused in social 
end police orrole* by appearing at the 
Academy. Montreal, in am extremely nag- 
Km« coetume in her ploy, “The Pawn

“A girl of wonderful beauty and 
great personal magnetism, she has had 
an interesting career so far. Many 
are the men whom s>he has ruined by 
her irresistible beauty and many the 
hemes she-broke up.

Running away at 16 to go on the 
—married at 17 to a millionaire who•<w 

died i___ soon after, then running through
the immense fortune he left her in a 
rear or so. and lest, marrying Rennold 
Wolff, the New York dramatic critic, 
her present husband, are a few striking 
inmnents of her career.

For the last fire months she has been 
travelling around in Europe and in spite 
of the efforts of her husband and her

to lapse. Mr. Wolff, any way. has acted 
like a gentleman. When his wife left the 
country he gave her $1,000. This s4e 
ran through in no time. Since then ho 
has been deluged with requests for 
money. In twenty weeks Mrs. Wolff 
has gone through $4,225. She has stop­
ped at ail the best- hot-eU and travelled 
in the best style, ami how the report 
ever started that she was destitute in 
Europe I can’t see. Wh have made re­
peated efforts to get. her to return hxnne. 
Mr. Wolff has offered to send her sister 
over to bring her home, but Mw Booth 
wiH not hear of it.

‘On three different occasions has Mr. 
Wol ff cabled sums of money t-o pay her 
passage home, and she has spent, them 
otherwise. She cannot be destitute 
or in want. She has been stopping at 
the Hotel Métropole. Hamburg: the 
Elvsee Palaee. Paris, and is now at th-3 
Grand Hotel de Moditexra.no in Genoa. 
She couldn’t stay there long if she had 
no money. In my opinion. Miss Booth 
is suffering from some nervous afflic­
tion which takes away responsibility for 
her actions.”

Pollock relates a story concerning

GEORGE ARLISS,
In his latest success “Septimus," which comes to the Grand next Wednes­

day n ight.

relatives shv cannot be induced to rot urn

In Mov last. although -he had in 
eutuled proceedings for divorce agw-ir.-L 
lièr*iiik,‘hjind. Hennvdd Wolff, he. seeing 
in \v*?et condition o." health she was, 
agreed to fall in with the advice of the 
*Cir*»V physician and ** nd her to Europe 
to recover from her nervous af­
fection. There -L' has been over -«iiux.

A. report has lieen vtreulaiing in Nvw 
York dramatic -izoU# that the lady has 
re-open .v. the divorce proceedings xvhieh 
were alk>w*xl to lr.;>se on account of t-u*» 
enndki; i. of her •health, on the gr n:.ds 
of noih^îçjK

This. Maurice Meyer. Mi-- Booth's at­
torney for ;h: lu.-; t.wlvc year's, denies.

“Whav wouhl i > the use of starling 
other pro--•’ding-': ‘ «id Mr. in
'* recent interview, “They have « it-ady 
been inaugurated. l«:t haro «wen a-tlov -?d

Hairy bucket one, whose name is known 
to many « real estate dealer along the 
Kit* of ill call Leal travel, the comedian' 
particular fad being the acquisition of 
eouutryv property. Land boomers, pass­
ing the "word along the line, are always 
on the watch for his arrival at various 
towns where he may lx' playing, and he 
is never unwilling to go and look over 
any proposition that they may offer 

At one pla*.-? Ixickstone was met by 
appointment at the depot by a typical 
lx>on»ei. driving a “pair"" attached to « 
buckboerd. He was taken to see Ur 
“beet site in town.” the town h-tvitig 
arrived only at the point of being lu.id 
out ort a map—not u building in sight 
The hit proved to be situated on the side 
of a steep hill, an advantage claimed 
by the boomer to be a great one. inas­
much a» «n exceptional view was thereby 
afforded.

"But one coudin’t build a huuto

that «trip—it; s set up almost edge-wise,’ 
objected Lixdostone, “and if you did, 
you’d hove to reach it by airship. How- 
ever, if you <«.n possibly mention a sin­
gle practical advantage that the lot pos­
sesses, I’H buy it-"’

Luckstone thought. he had given the. 
agent, «, poser, but the mna quickly re­
sponded to the chalihmge.

“Advantage, good heavens, air—look 
at the grand drainage the place has."’
. “My opinion w that the playing of any 
part, or line of ports, ia likely 1o influ­
ence the character and disposition of an 
actor in about the same ratio as the 
wearing of a red wig will influence the 
color of his hair,” said George Arlias the 
other night to an anxious inquirer aa 
to whether the playing of villains was 
beginning to affect his morals, and 
whether “Septimus,” his new' comedy, 
did not come as a nccesasry moral tonic 
to his soul. “I did not aak to lie a vil­
lain. 1 drifted into villainy. Mr. Belas- 
co is. perhaps, mainly reaponsible for 
my depraved condition, because ho start­
ed me on the downward path when he 
placed me hand in hand with ‘The Darl­
ing of the Gods.’ My experience is that 
an actor never chooses his line of busi­
ness. Some men are very obviously 
suited for straight juvenile parts and 
nothing else: others are equally marked 
down by nature for the kind of charac­
ter popularly known as the ‘silly ass.’ 
These actors are likely, to settle down 
into their line of business early in their 
careers, but the character actor becomes 
a villain by force of circumstances. He 
may remain a villain for years, then 
suddenly he will blossom forth into a 
perfectly sweet old gentleman with 
white hair, and a granddaughter of 
whom he is equally proud. For years 
the character will play all kinds of parts 
and sooner or later, assuming that, he 
is n good actor, he will l>e intrusted with 
a good pari. By chance the part is a 
villain By the time the character actor 
lias attained a position that enables him 
to more or less choose his parts he, as 
a rule, is a fairly good judge of the kind 
of tiling he can do beat. Then he sel­
dom chooses villains, because they are 
villains, but because they give him a 
better scope for acting than any other 
part. The villain, after all, is often the 
most interesting person in the play. He 
is always bent on getting something 
that every right-minded individual 
thinks he has no business to have, and 
it is interesting to see how near he 
comes to getting it: and it’s getting 
more interesting as time goes on, be­
cause you can never tell with authors 
nowadays—lie may actually get it after 
all.”

The programme to be given, in Knox 
Church school-room on Tuesday next at 
8.15 by Harry J. Allen and F. H. J. 
Moore, baritone, will consist of six vocal 
numbers, including “The Vulcan Song,” 
Gounod: “She Alone Charmeth My Sad­
ness;*' Gounod; and ‘1 Am a Roamer,” 
Mendelssohn; and six piano numbers, in­
cluding “Polka de la Keine,"’ Raff; “Pol­
ka de Concert,” Bartlett; and “Gems of 
Scotland.” Rive King. Mr. Owen A. Smi­
ley. elocutionist, who will assist, will 
giro a number of selections entirely new 
to Hamilton audiences.

In these days, when colleges are turn­
ing out platform artists of divers kinds 
a lid descriptions, it is refreshing to a 
church concert audience to hear once in 
h long time an elocutionist who breathes 
origipalily. Especially is this so in re­
pertoire. Miss Laura A. Webb has till 
these qualities, with the addition of 
modestly-tinted expression, that is mak­
ing her just now one of the favorite 
readers on southwestern Ontario concert 
platforms. At two entertainments dur­
ing the past week, one at ingersoll and 
the other in Toronto, her selections were 
heard by delighted gatherings. Miss 
Webb’s future is undoubtedly assured in 
this particular field.

Leapold Stokovski, the nexv conductor 
of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, 
has arrived to assume charge of *the 
preliminaries for the opening of the or­
chestral season in Cincinnati. Mr._ Sto­
kovski will make liis debut as a conduc­
tor in America at the first concert, of 
the series, to be given on November 20.

lingo Heennann. the rouvert master 
of the new orchestra. 1ms also arrive^ 
The list of soloists for the Cincinnati 
converts includes Maude Powell. Tilly 
Koenen. Rachmaninoff, Dr. Wullner, 
Frit • Kroisler. Hugo Heennann. Busoni,

A GROUP OF CHARACTERS IN EUGENE WALTER S FASCINATING STORY OF THE CANADIAN NORTHWEST,
GRAND NEXT FRIDAY AND SATURDAY.

"THE WOLF,” AT THE

Teresa Carrcno, and several others still 
to be selected.

At the Grand
Patrons of the theatre in Hamilton 

hay? seen a good many plays of great 
merit, but it i< doubtful that any dra­
matic production gripped an audience 
and held it so consistently and persist­
ently to the end as did “The Barrier” at 
the Grand last evening. It is a four-act 
dramatization by the experienced Eu­
gene W. Presbrey of Rex Beach’s pow­
erful story, and its all-round qualities

MISS LAURA A. WEBB,
: Talented Canadian elocutionist who 

is achieving many successes.

should guarantee for it a long and suc­
cessful run. The producers, Klaw * 
Erlanger, have engaged for it as strong 

| a company as ever appeared on the local 
1 stage, and with the splendid settings 
! and appointments there could be nothing 

but success to chronicle. “The Barrier” 
tells the story of Alaskan mining dis­
trict life, tells it in a homely, yet most 
powerful and thrilling way. with real 
men and women. s> that the audience 
follows with increasing interest the un­
folding of the events that entangle the 
fortune-, of t ! rugg'nl old trader and 
his family. The play illustrates once 
again ;!:nt bn-.- is the biggest thing in 
the world, dolrn. Chile, the Flambeau" 
trad"., loves a* woman who is taken 
from him and married by Dan Stark, 
gambler and bad man. The woman is 
shot dead, and suspicion is fastened bv 
the husband mf Gale, who takes her ! 
young daughter and bides himself under 
anothei name in Alaska. Stark, hunt­
ing for gold, comes across Gale, and the 
liât tie between ’ ly-ui is on. The daugh­
ter, grown up. passes us the child of 
Gale, and the Indian woman with whom 
he lives, and is loved by Captain Bur- , 
nil, in charge of a post at Flambeau, j 
lie, however, faces what he thinks the j 
barrier, his love being a half-breed, and i 
many are the tribulations of the lovers ! 
before the end is reached. A big-hearted j 
French-Canadian. a rough and ready 
prospector, and a shady companion of i 
Stark’s figure in the story. There is ] 
gun play, many heart, wrenching* and 
< xoiting situations, but all’s well at last, 
when Stark. >.-«•. to his death by the 
man he wronged, confessés that it was lie 
who killed liis wife, and the soldier has 
the happiness of knowing his sweetheart 
is not a half-breed.

Theodore Roberts appears as John 
Gale, and he carries the character of 
the sorrow-laden trader through with 
ever-increasing power. Quiet. in the 
opening scenes, lie portrays the workings 
of Gale’s mind and his desire to rid 
himself of the incubus of his life with 
thrilling intensity and rises to a groat 
height in the last act when he tells the 
captain of the black spot in his life and 
afterwards battles with Stark—to end 
or mend things. It. was a splendid char­
acter study and the audience gave Mr. 
Roberts many curtain calls. The chaîner 
ter of Necia, the daughter, was taken 
by Miss Florence Rockwell, a charming 
and accomplished actress, who has in 
it a part, that must appeal most strong­
ly to any audience. Miss Rockwell has 
a delightful personality, and infused in­
to the part a buoyancy of spirits and 
charm of manner that vivified the role 
and brought repeated applause. In the 
opening scene she was the free-hearted, 
tantalising, guileless girl to the life,

and later, as she began to realize how 
she would be ostracized as a supposed 
half-breed, and her determination to 
beat down all opposition, Miss Rockwell 
showed much dramatic force and shar­
ed the honors with Mr. Roberts.

The other characters were strongly 
presented. W. S. Hart was a decidedly 
cool and villainous Dan Stark; Guieio 
Socola, a cunning No Creek Lee; James 
Durkin was a manly captain ; Alphonse 
Ethier was a loveable Poleon Doret, 
and the other parts were admirably 
filled.

“The Barrier" will be repeated this 
evening, and as one of the strongest 
plays ever given here, should have a 
large audience to enjoy it.

The musical comedy, “The Cash Cjirl.” 
with May Ward, the comedienne, will 
be the attraction at the Grand next. 
Thursday evening. This new musical 
comedy is said to Ik» something of an 
innovation in the amusement, world, em­
bracing. ns it. docs, a musical comedy 
with a real plot, musical numbers of or­
iginal composition, and a musical ele­
ment that amuses. Naturally, n large 
company is necessary to properly pro­
duce this success, and the management 
have engaged a thoroughly talented 
company of players, and in conjunction 
a bevy of spirited and pretty girls, who 
give color to the ensembles ami tuneful 

« musical numbers. "The t ash riirl" is 
■ decidedly new : it offers a thoroughly 
; good and interesting plav. with original 

music ami catchy songs. “The Vash 
I Girl” i> filled with dashing girls, who 
j are good dancers. Seats go on sale 

Tuesday morning.

George Arliss. the greatest of English 
character actors, will 1m* seen at the 

1 rinmd next Wednesday evening in "Sep 
timus,” a comedy by Philip Littell from 

j W. .1. Locke's novel. Mr. Arliss, whose 
fascinating work in “The Devil” is a 

| vivid memory of the past season, has 
> won a still greater triumph as the 
j quaint, whimsical, lovable hero of 

Locke's story. The production is Harri- 
I son Grey Flake's latest contribution to 
j thv: stage. In beauty and harmony of 

detail and in artistic purpose, it is said. 
! Mr. Fiske Ini'accomplished nothing more 
j remarkable in stagecraft. The play is a 
! comedy in the best use of the term, full 
1 of gentle, whimsical humor, with an un 
j deriving powerful, emotional appeal, 
j Th™ leading feminine role is played by 
i Emil} Stevens, a cousin of Mrs. Fiske, 
« and for several seasons a member of 
i that, distinguished actress’ company. 
I Others in the east are Dorothy Ross- 
j more Florence Edney. Henry Wenman. 
| Cyril Young. J. Lothain ami Francis 
| Welstead. The production is under the 
: personal direction of Mr. Fiske. George 
' Arliss first came to this country in 1901 
! with Mrs. Patrick <’ampl>ell. He later 
i joined Mrs. Fiske’s company, and was 
; prohnlnently identified with many of 

that great artist's triumphs. Mr. Arliss 
I has the faculty of making a character

live in your memory, and “Septimus” is 
said to be his greatest achievement. 
Seats go on sale Monday morning.

“The Wolf,* from the pen of Eugene 
Walter, who also wrote "Paid in Full." 
will be offered at the (irand next Fri­
day and Saturday. While the company 
that presented “The Wolf” here last 
season was a fairly good one and gave 
general astisfaetion, the one the Shu- 
berts will offer to Hamilton theatre­
goers next week is said to be much 
superior, and is one that is playing all 
the large cities. Mr. Walter was one of 
the first of the discerning playmakers 
who have exploited the wild regions of 
northern Canada as a new and pictur 
esque background1 for the age-old sto,-y 
of the man, the maid and the other man. 
He has in this play again proven that 
multiplicity of roles is not essential for 
the building of an absorbing play, for 
the whole thrilling story is told by six 
characters, and one of these could be 

-discarded without destroying the sym­
metry of the drama, being introduced 
for t-omedv purposes only. “The Wolf” 
id as simule and elemental and strong ns 
one of the great vines among which its 
scene? are laid. There is no artful and 
artificial intricacy of plot and counter­
plot. The dramatist has t#cen a plain 
theme ami worked it out unhesitatingly 
and unerringly to its inevitable end. The 
same powers of quick and keen observa­
tion which his friends have marked in 
Mr. Walter distinguish his work as a 
playwright, and his characters are 
drawn with firm, sure strokes, which 
make of each one n vital ami sentient 
figure, standing out in bold relief.

Countess Maria Venturing a youthful 
tragedienne, is to appear at the Grand 
shortly in a play called “Jenny," a story 
of a discontented wife. This talented 
young Freicli actress has tieen making 
a hit in Paris and Brussels, so much 
so that an American tour has been 
arranged. She i.* the wife of Mario 
Yenturini tafhily from the fourteenth 
diplomatic corps, and has only in the 
last few .roar» taken up the stage. The 
Yenturinn family from the fourteenth 
century traces its history prominently 

| through the pages of Tuscany. Born to 
j social position, admitted to the exclu­
sive court of Brussels, the countess has 
not won theatrical recognition in the 
scandal marts. For the last twelve 
months she has l»een tlie pet of Paris 

| and the rage of Brussels, where she 
j created the European role of the wife 
j in “The Thief.” She is said to me both 
youthful and beautiful, and Her dramatic 

| talent is said to ho undoubtedly an in 
! telleetual legacy from her father. Baron 

Stern, and her mother, a high!} -edu­
cated and brilliant Frenchwoman.

j ---------
I The management of the Grand an­

nounce the engagement of Miss May 
Robson in “The Rejuvenation of Aunt

Mary,” the play in which Miss Robson 
made .biicIi a decided hit in New York 
hi the Garden Theatre. Misa Robson 
and her company have been on the road 
two seasons and are now returning from 
a summer lour to the Pacific coast, and 
on their way east are playing return 
engagements in all the principal cities, 
including Chicago- and Philadelphia. The 
entire, vast and production will be seen 
hçre as played in New York, Chicago 
and the other large cities, where it 

I pleased crowded houses nightly for 
| months. The. New York and Chicago 

critics endorse it as the best comedy 
I ever played in these cities.

I A transformation scene in a muùnl 
comedy is somewhat of an oddity,/bit*

I in “The Prince of To-night.” whichf will 
1 lie seen at the Grand shortly borders on 
I the spectacular. The stage is filled 

I with pretty girls, dancing girls and 
fairies, who pay homage to the mythi­
cal prince. To put this one scene op 
properly, the management carry a score 
of carpenters, electricians, etc. Mr. 
Henry Woodruff, who plays the Prince, . 
will he remembered- for his excellent 
work in “Brown of Harvard."

G raw Yan Studdiford i* coming tie 
the Grand again in "The Golden But­
terfly." a romantiy comic opera espec­
ially written for her by Smith and De 
Koven. “The Golden Butterfly” is a 
dignified work, with a well-connected 
story of love and romance, and with 
music which is of sound operatic con­
struction. It is a work on the-yrder of 
"Robin Hood." Mis- Van Studdiford is 
the possessor of one of the -un-eetest and 
most sympathetic voices oiythe Ameri­
can stage. ^

( At Bennett’s

It takes a mighty good acrobatic acfc 
to arouse anybody these days, but 
Hassan Ben Ali’s Arabs, who will be 
seen heading the Bennett bill next week, 
are said to succeed. They put an amount 
of life into their dash that is nothing 
short of amazing. Half the turn is de­
voted to some remarkable pyramid work 
and then follows the finish with every 
member of the troupe in action in a 
thrilling routine which is said to keep 
the audience sitting on the edge of their 
seats. There are nine real sons of the 
desert in the organization. Each member 
has a style of his own and three or four 
big laughing success, “A Corner In 
whirling.

A more pleasing act than that present­
ed by Peter Donald and Meta Carson, 
was not seen at Bennett's last season. 
This clever pair return in their well-ar­
ranged singing and dancing sketch en­
titled, “Alex. McLean’s Dream." They 
dress in kilts. Donald is a comedian of 

(Continued on Page 15.)

THE BATHING GIRLS,

With Henry Woodruff, in "The Prince of To-night," coming to the Grand.


