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Consolidated Schools in

That Manitobs » paying sasually »
very large suan of money in tases for the
support of e rursl schools, s & well
known and generally sckpowledged fact
That butl very poor returss are being
recmived by the tas payers for the amount
{ mone spent s also & universally
scceplod (act Ie section with these
iw facts 1 » alse well known that the

aditions which tend @ produyce the
insatisfactory state of affairs educational

are largely beyond the control of the
people as r edueational system » ot

resent nstituled
It s woll known by those who have hees
oh with rarsl education that Man
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toba s notl alone as regards this unsatlis
factory condition of educational affairs
for all the provinces of our Dominion and
the various states of the Union to the
south of ws have the same complaint t«
make The rural life problem in general
in America and the educational side of
it in particalar s alling for radical
remedial measures Not only is the eory
going up that the boys and g ls, the men

educated off

serious cry

and the women are
the farms, but

s being heard,

heing
even A more

that the boys and girls

are not receiving an education of any kind
n comparison to the large amouat of
money being spent on rural education
In the last and the present centuries

wonderful advancement has been made
in almost every activity of life, excepting
that of rural school education. It has been
almost at a standstill. The buildings
are cheaply built, poorly heated, lighted
and ventilated. The equipment s of
the most meagre nature, if there be any
at all, and the care and cleanliness of
the building and premises are in a great
majority of cases shocking in the extreme

Homesteaders’ Handicaps

settlement many of
the districts are very large and con
sequently the pupils have in many cases
far too great a distance to walk Even
were the roads always good and the
weather not inclement, the distance s
so great that girls and smaller children
find it too great a strain physically to
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The Now (ansslidatod School st Roblin, Man

sttend school in good condition and
frequently do not sttend at all. This
leads to small classes and irregularity.

two conditions that work most
against the successful conduct of & schoe

FEnergy, life and spirit s lacking, and
onsequently the work deage slong and
pupils as well as teachers have but little
do their best Another great
drawhack 16 the succems of the runl
schools, which is partially brought about
by good times, and the poor salaries paid
in rural schools 1o male teachers or any
teachers of that  these

seTOu

meentlive to

experience, s

overcome many of the evils cited above
By consolidation of schools s merel
meant the merging of two or more small,
inefcient schools into one large one, large
enough in nu s o |»"er nerg
and e in the hool, and large enoug
grographically to provide funds for the
carrying on of the work in a more thorough,
up-to-date, scientific and successlul man-
ner. One very unfair condition exist
ing at present in the rural school system s
that while the children of one ratepayer
may be living in ‘mvnmﬂy to the school,
others may be miles away and have sither

A van on the way to Gllbert Plaine School, .45 a.m.

schools are largely in the hands of young

and inexperienced girls, who naturally
are not qualified to deal properly with
and train the children attending. This

is perhaps one of the most serious handi
caps under which the rural schools labor
At the same time taking even young
teachers for the schools, the supply is
far less than the demand throughout the
province, and it is found necessary in
many cases to put the schools in charge
of men and women without training
or certificates

The consolidation of rural schools will

The teacher s driving.

to walk a long distance or provide cone
veyance at the parent’s expense, while
all ratepayers near or far pay the same
tax rate. One strong feature of con-
solidation is that all pupils living over
one mile from the wh:n-rmu-( he conveyed
to and from the school each day st the
expense of the district. This not only
does away with this unfsirness, but secures
a larger and more regular attendance st
school. While the average sttendance at
the ordinary rural schools runs from 30
to 55 per cent. of the enrolment, in the
consolidated schools for the year 191)

7

Manitoba

it oran from 78 to 'l oent., ""“‘l
over TH per enmi b

In the ntm of the M done the
comsolidated school with e m at
n-d.m gives the country the
sdvantage of & high school sducation ot
his own door, thas pulting an
equal footing with the city ohild hae
been found in this connection in
the consolidated schools of the proviace,

of which there are now over 30, of those
taking high school work over hall of them
are t who come from the country

A wvery bright festure of the consell
dated schools s that the older :.ﬂ.

older boys and girls who had et the

Y

Factng the joye of & twomile walk

B o we et
litthe old, one room coun schools re-
turned ain  when Tk

place any of the small children now
sttend the whole year aleo as they
being comfortably conveyed
kinds of roads in all kinds of weather
nnd lmm school. Over 40 vans |
ance of pupils were used in
uring the whole of the year only
N lnpo were missed, which goes to prove
that the transportation " m'
s workable one in UMK::. No
bave been heard of the children
cold in these vans, which are all
and in some cases warmed by foob-
warmers
The scheme of consolidation is
towards & broader and less selfich
among the people, for the fleld of the
consolidated sc I l.l‘" it interests
a larger number of people and the children
Imm a larger territory mlhov-hm
Thus the scheme tends towards a

‘i

larger territory, lu
attendance, everyt

scale
Cost About the Same
The cost in many cases s no
than at but in some cases it
slightly However, the in
certainly no greater for the value received.
Efficiency is the test and in this
present rural schools come far short,
while the consolidated school excels. |
should be in education and the welfare
of the people not “how cheap™ but rather
“how good.™
Originated in Massachusetts
The scheme of consolidation is sot a
new venture, neither does the Depart-
(ontinned on Page I8

-

These four School Bulldings were dincarded in favor of the handsome Consolidated School Buliding st Roblin Manitobs




