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Angels,
BY CUOATES KINNEY,

“ Are they nol ail ministering ®pirits 1" —Heb. i, 4.

a

Wih sweet voices, solemn warning

Qi the
Bands of Spirits hover round us,

&
beinyg

e

Yet lo Le,
Like the shore-birds on the sea,

Sblore-birds, how they set the heart longing,
For the bappiess of homse !

As around the wearied vessel
They in Hocks ot beauty comae;

They cut ventu-e far and farther
1.

Al

Sing

3] N + 1
P ihe Ccal ol sea and .-k}"
ing glad ; but when the tempest
I'hircatens and the rocks are big
Then they landway wildly wingi
Scienm the cwens on the gale,
Of a shock

Ao the ruia rusbing sail,

amorgetie breakers,

So these Spirits from yon bright shore,

G ned with the sand of stars—
"s truth has calmed the billows,
G0’ PSSO WaArs——

Then thes Spitits
Come to vizit and console,

Dippin

'l

come to visit,

g angel pinions round us
- Lo the carthly sea of soul—
Cheering
O some t
Or sOIDEe secret
On’tie voyage to thessy.

onwarl, or else warning
undering
rock of ruin

tempest nigh,

They are

"1is their presence in @

round us—round us ever;
he soul,
hike full fountaing
» without control §
art.cords quiver
harp's arrosinitten strings,
"Tis thair sweeping angelfingers,
Or their t
When the soul of earth takes pinion
Fqra beavenward faith flizht far,
Upward through the awlul nothing
Beckon they from star to star,

rushing swngel-wings ;

Olt they glide down in cur slumbers—
Those whom on earth we knew,

And those who Lave lived before us—
Aud we waké&to hive anew ;

For
Though bat ripples of the rone

Which
Ever round the Great White Throne ;

“Yet 1a

their voices, sweet and solemn,
illows music's ocean

pire-us with more longing
For the alor
‘For the bappy
Of these ang

YN the skKv—

lite immortal

vls hove ring nigh.

With sweet voices, solemn warnings
Oi the being vet to be,

Bands ol Spiruts hover round us,
Like nrds on the sea,
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The Catacombs of Roms.

4 J/‘/M.’c delirvered b

Christiun  Associction, of Halifuz, on
Tucsduy Ecening, Feh, 27tA.

BY 8. L. SHANNON,

[Coucinded )
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end
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iina measure
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and it

bome io me that I was indeed

veriiable relies of the ancient martyrs and

confessors. ‘L hence torw ard I nev er visited
tLe Vatican without pausing to ponder over
and speli out—lor they are very d.ffieult for
uninitiated to decipher—these storied
norials of the first centuries of the church.

belure we proceed to examine the

ione, the question may De very nato-

raliy a-hrd—are they really geouine? It is
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them, and thal i1 was
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them wilh extrewe veneration, and placed
them in a niosL conspicuous situativn.
that

evidence

_ exiernal evidence is therelore all
be wished, but does -the snlernal
correspoad 7 11 they are Caristian memo-
Fials, 1t may W®e said, then the Christian
character will speak forth to the world in
thew ig most uomistakeable accents, and

fore the )'mmg Mens' |

pd NC

The |

could !

| the Chiristian graces of faith, hope, and cha-
| rity—so far as 13 compatible with the brief
' seutences of an inscription—will be clearly
developed.  Is it so?—Draw near and you
{ wiil not be disappointed —test these old
MoNUIMELLs, try every ‘hristian
r will stand the seratiny. It was
ot wanting in hife, it will uot be found
wanting in the simple annals which the band
of uffection has traced after death.
Is the life of a Curiztian a life of love, of
gund wili to all mankind? Listen to the
foliowing :—

line—the

* Maximius, who lived 28 years, friend of all men ”
‘Tuis is all—there is no date, nor any,
other clue to the history of the individual,
but it is sutlicient to show, that in the midst
Lol the trials and sufferings of life, he bad
inat torgotten the precepts of bis bLlessed

Mu-~ter.  llere is another of the same cha-
| racter i —

“ On the fitth hefore the Kalends of November,

! slept Gorgoanius, friend of all and enemy of none.”
But it may lia asked—for the thought im-
| mediately suggests itself in connection with
the snbject—ure there any memorials of the
martyre, of those who bravely endured the
| persecutors’ rage, and were covered with
glory by yielding up their_lives for their
Lord?  Strange to say, there are but few—
{ Lut five in all have been found whicl: can be
{ asceriained really 10 bear this character.. It
Fwould seem as it these soldiers of the Cross
were abzolute!y afraid of human fame, snd,
in striking contrast to the prmpous epitaphs
which would be inscribed on the tombs of!

modern Leroes, they preferred to look to the
| imperishable records in the Lamb’s Dook of
| Life, leavinyg their earthly fame to die away
among their frisads and relatives. Thus
they extubited the true humility of the Ciris-

, blan.

1 will now give the inscriptions of these
five mariyrs, which indeed are curious in
more particulars thanone, for as they suffer-
ed und-r differeut persecutions, they give,
i several instances, genuine dates of the

| periods when their mutilated remains were
entombed,

The first is that of the young military offi-
cer whoxr I have already glluded 1o, It
"dates as far back us about the year 130.—
' On one side is scratched the palin branch, |
on the other the usual monogram of Chnist,

and the inscription is as follows:

“In Christ. In the time of the Emperor
Adrian, Marius, a younz military officer, who
had lived long cnough, when with blood he gave
up bis life for Christ. At lenzth he rested in
prace. The well deserving s-r up this with tears |
and in fear. On the sixth before the ldes

; of &

“In the time of Adrian "—contemporary
with Polycarp, the disciple of St. John —how
newr it brings us to the days of the Apostles !
With what miterest the spectator gazes upon |
that which connects him, Lowever slightly,

Buat there are other
way engage Lis attention in
It shows how the Gospel
had penetrated all ranks of society, and that
the higher classes, even those in the bloom
i of youth, and to whom life was most dear,
were as ready as tbeir bumbler brethren to
vicld themsclves up as martyrs for their
The iascrip-
who

with those tines!

i things which
this 1nseription.

Lord, counting not the co-t.

wriiten h.\ thyse
were themselves passing through the flery
trial.  * With teurs and 1n they
up the monument, but tiey felt gratetul that
he whom they loved and honored hind passed

beyond all these things—** at length he rest-
b [4 £

o Was t'\ih’.lll)

fear " set

C'l m !)P‘H\"'-"

The next is about thirty years later, un-
der the feariul persecution of thie E:wperor
Antonine.  The inscription runs thus:

¢ In Chiist.  Alexancler is not dead, ba* lives

above the stars, and bis body rests in this tomb. '

1

il

who, |

e ended his hite under the Emperor Antouine,
resceing that great ben' it wouid result
retarned el for good. For,
wh v on his knees, aud about 10 sacr fie to the
true God, he was I d awzy 10 exvcution. O,
sad fimes! in which, among sacred 1ites and
pravers, even in caverns, weare not gafe.  \What
can be moie wrelvhed than such a ? and
what than such a death ? when they cannot be
buried by their friends and reiaiions—at length
they spark e in He Las scarcely hved,
b3 hved in Christian times."”

T N SETVICE,

Hnie

Leaven
who

Tins monument has aleo the palm branch.
The ob-vivations ot Deo Maithd  upon it
» beautitul, that I eannot forbear quot-
e fle lives above the stars, and

ale
Ing Liem.

his Lody rests in this tomb " there is faith
in this joining togzether, as things equally
matter of fact, the pluce ot has
spiritual ubode und the resting-place of his
bodv. There are also other points in the
inscriptivn worthy of notice—the beginning,
in which the first words, atter leading us to
expect a lamentation, break out into an as-
surance of glory and immortality—ihe de-
scription of the temporal insecurity in which
ihie believers of that time lived, the d:fficulty
ot procuring Christian burial tur the inartyrs,
with the certainty of their heavenly reward;

tungible and

and the conclu
ing the words of St. Paul *as dyng, yet
boid we Tive.”
that Alexander was put to death only on
account of his religion, but would imply that
the private hatred ot the Emperor found in
it a pretext for his destruction.  This back-
wardness to clainy the tull merit of mariyr-
dom for Alexander is highly characterisiic
the first three centuries.”
Tte third dutes at the time of the Em-
peror Diocletian about the year 303, during
the most severe of all the persecutions, when
the l‘::n_;wn r fancied that he had u'r:xru_'.'e«l
the name of Curistian from the earth, and
accordingly set up a column with an inserip-
tion on that etfect. There is con the
tomb the sign the which is more
common on monuments about this Jdate.
The tollowing is the inscription :—

* Lanous. Christ's martyr rests bere. He
suifered under Diocletian.
also tor his successors.”

r sentence for-ib'y recali-
be-

The epitnph does not state
r :

of

it to
ot Cross

ot

Tle fourth bas no date, but is supposed
to belony to the fame period. It was raised
by the widow of the deceased.

« Primitivs in peace, after many tormentsa
most vakant martyr. lle hved 33 years. wore
or less  His wite rais- d this to her dearest hus-
band, the weil-deserving.”

The fifth and last is as follows :—

« [lere lies Gordianus, depu'y ot Gau!, who
was executed for the faith. Wb ail bis tamily,
they rest in peace. Theopbila, a bandmuid set
up I
This epitaph wae discovered in the Cata-

combs and published by Aringhi in the year

1650. Itis written in a barvarous Greek

character, but in tbe Latin language. The
| curiosity of the learned was excited by tle |

The sepuichre is

reference 1o the martyrdom of cae who was
in so h zh a position as a Roman legate, and
whose sirange monument was set up by a
Curistian female servant,
it seem, that the genvineness of the facts
recorded waus at first suspecied. It appear-
ed however that about ninety years before
the discovery of the tomb a manuscrip® was

published narrating the conversion ot a Ro-,

man nobleman named Gordianus, his mar-
tyrdom undier the Emprror Julian, and the
burial of his body wiih his tamily in the
Catacombs by one of his houschold.
seemed to throw some light upon the matter ;

his

—but why were these strange Greek cha- !

racters used 2 Some years afier the time

o! Arinzhi, attention wasdrawn to an cbser-.

vation made by Ce<ar in bis Commentarics
tiat the Gallic Druids were uccustomed to

use: Greek letters in their secular transac-

tions, and that they had the management cf
the education of youth. Theophila was a
native of Gaul, and had learnt in some mea-
sure the Greek aiphabet, but the Latin lan-
suage she knew ouly by ear. When the
heavy band of the persceutor fell upon the
family with whom she lived, and whom she
regarded with tender affection, she was de-
terwined that a record of their death should
be preserved.  She accordingly applies toa
stone-cutter to have the monument execated,
and gives Lim the inscription—the best she
could make—in barbarous Latin.written with
Greek letters equally barbarons ; and thus
the genuineness of the martyr's memorial
was placed beyond a doubt. I have con-
densed this curious story from Maitiand,
and inserted it, because it notonly elucidates
the inscriptipn but also throws strong hght
upon the scenes that occurred in those re-
mote times,

The inscriptions which I now give I can-
not pretend to clas~ity, but will merely state
that they all seem 1o express nearly the same
ideus of faith, ot hope, and of peace. The
words * in pace,” “ in peace,” * i pace
Christ/,” * in the peace of Christ,” or simi-
lar expressions constantly occur and show
that the prevailing fecling was bright and
cheerful, with a peaceful and confiding re-
signation to the Divine Will,

A few will suffice, such as,

“ In Christ. Martyrius lived ninety one years
wore or less. Ile chose a bhome during his hite
time. In peace.”

The above is an instance of the tomb being

selected during the life of the party, and
shows how coonstanily it was before the mind,
it was to be * a howme.”
Another, short and simple,—
“ Galla rests in peace.”
Again—
“ Nicephorus, a sweet soul in refresbment.”

“ To Alsertor, our dearest, sweetest, most in-
nocent son.”

“ Lawrence, to his sweet son Severus, the we!l- |

deserving, borne away by angels on ihe 7th be-
fore the ldes ot January.”

* Borne away by ange!s.” Can anything

be mure expressive ot (rue Christian coa-|

fidende !

Muny more might be added, but those 1
give, ure to Le considered merely as speci-
mnens, ‘or the reiteration of the same ideas
might become wearizome from their ver,
ll)u!’uluny. ’

The tollowing are brief but very expres-
sive i—

“ Arectusa in God.”
“ Victorina sleeps.”
% Zoticus, bere laid to sleep.”
“ The sleepiny-place of Elpis.’
“ Gemella sieeps in peace.”

They are ali beautiful, particularly the
last.  The words in tlie original langzuage
are, * Gemella dornit in pace” * Gemella
sleeps in prace.”  Can wnything be more
touching 7 W~ seem to siand by the deaili
bed ot a young Clristian, whose countenance
1s bright with faith and hope, and to whoin
the grave has no terror, because beneath and
around her the everlasting arms are laid, and
the dark valley is irradiated by the presence
of her Lord. They who raised this wscrip-
tion must have wa'ched the 1eceding trans
of lite, and have seen bLer eyes close as it
weTe in sweel sleep, never more to open i
this world ; but assured that they would
open upon a scene of endless bliss, they re.
Juiced in the priviiege of offering this simple
tribute to her memory.

The readers of Mrs. Hemans' poetry will

probably recollect her beautiful lyric. * The
tountain of oblivien,” thie motto of which
* Implora pace,” sounds something like ihe
inscription we have just mentioned, but is
widely |different in sen<e. It is quoted as
stated in the work, from a letter of Lord
Byron's,in which he describes the impres<ion
produced ppon him by some tombs at Bo-
logna, bearing this simple inscripiion, and
adds, * When 1 die, 1 could wish that some
triend would see these words, and no other,
placed above my grave, * Implora pace.”
Alas ! Low little of hope is there given in
this suggestion of the noble poet ! = Implore
peace,”—what a sad wailing sound it has !
It speaks not of present hope and. comfort,
but asks for that which the illustrious writer
liad exhausted life to obtain and bad never
found. How different from the sweet re-
pose of Gemella! I confess that | never
open this page of Mrs. Hemans, witiout
th.uking of the striking contrast here pre-
sented.

But while T speak of contrasts, I am re-
minded that the whole line of pagan inzcrip-
tivns which are upposite to tho<e of the Chris-
tiuns io the Lapidurian Gullery, are equally
oppo-ite in character. In thew there 1s no
language of hope or confidence, but dark
despair is visible in every line that utters
the hLeart-broken feeling of the mourner.
Now and then there is an attempt to exhibit
the poor philosophy of the Epicarean in
words which a heatben sensualist ulone would
use. Of the former kind are the following :

* Ca:us Ju'ios Maximus.
azed,
2 years and 5 months.
O relentless Fortune, who delightest ia cruel

Death,

i Why 13 Maximus so suddenly snatched from me :

He who lateiy uscd to ite joytui on my bosom ;—
This stone now warks Lis tomb—0ebold Lis
mother.”
Here is another, the first part of which
has been obliterated.

« His mother Fasca, |:ft to sorrow and groan-

,ing buried bim, woist wib tears and balsam, 1u

this e-pulchre.”
Another—
« 1, Procope, lift up my bands against God,
who snaiched sway me innocent. She lived
tweaty years, Proctus set up this"

So strange did !

I contrast to this is a C’nrlsti:m rrn:mpn( !

given by Mauitland, who thus remar

* The remainder of the inscription has bren
destroyed, as far as mere perishable marble
is coneerited ; bet the immortal sentimein
which pervades the sentence supplies the
loss. Like a voice from among the graves,
bioken by sebs yet distincily inteliigible, fall

of the Lord—who lived—jears—in peace—
in the consulate of.”

Here is a specimen of the fashionable phi.
losophy of the Romans, which [ have before
referred to : —

“ To the D vine 3=nes of Titus Claudioe
condus, who Lived 57 years. Here ha enjve
everyibing.,  Batag wine, pleasare, destroy  ihe
Loy, but ihey wake hte. Farewell, faiewen.”

Another of the same character—

* While I iived, Blived well. My play is now
ended,—soon yours will be.  Farewcll, and ap-
plaud me.”

To revert to a few more Christian inscrip-
tions. Here is one which | distinetly reco-
leet, it contains the dove with the olive-
branch scuiptured on it.

“ Peace.”

“ This grief will always weizh upon me : may
it be granted me te behold in sleep voar revered
countrnance. My wite Albana, always chasie
and msdesr, [ grieve over the loss of your sup-
port, r\\yur Divine Au hor gave you to me asa
sacred bdon. You, well-deserving one, having
left your relations, lie in peace—in sleep—you
will anisc—a temporary rest is granted you.—
She lived forty-five years, five months, and thir-
teen days: buriedin p-ace. Piacus her husband
set up this.”

In this last we behold the confident ex-
pectation of a resarrection, expressed with-
out the slightest possible doubr,

The following is an inscription on the
tomb of a presbyter and his wife :—
Felicitus. They made it for themselves.”
those duya.

Here is one to the wife of a deacon :—

“ Petronia, a deacon’s wife, the type of modes-
ty —In this place 1 lay my bones; ipe vour
tears, dear hu<band and daughters, and believe
that it is forbidden to weep for one who lives in
God. Buried in peace, on the 3rd before the
noaes of October, in the Consulate of Festus.”

By the mention of the Consulate the date
{ of the tomb is ascertained o be in the year

472. The language, * forbidden to weep
for one who lives in God,” precludes any
idea of purgatory having been enteriained.
‘and 1his too in the latter part of the fitih
century.

" llaving given these specimens of the
Chiristian inscriptions, I will now turn to the
| symbols contained mpon the tombs, 1o seve-

ral of which [ hgve already incidentally |

alluded.

Cross would be the most common symbol,
| but although it is very frequently met with,
yet it cannot be said to be the most in use
among those who set up the earliest inscrip-
tions.  When it i3 found, it is in the simple
form of two straight lines,—sabsequeuntly to
the first centuries it presents a much mor
e'aborate form. The idea of the crucifix
did not seem 10 have entered the minds ol
[ those who looked more 1o the glorified Re-

deemer in neaven, than to the suffering Sou
ot Man on earth. Indeed such a represent-

ailon would bave been totally opposed to
the cheertul fecling with which they con-
,templated death, and the better land to which
they were going.  The skiiful exhibition of
ihe agoniz-d sufferer by the Tulian artist
would only have presented to them images
ot a revolting character. What they most
wished to display was their unsheken hope
and faith in Christ, and hence their favorite
symbuls were formel from Lis name.  They
presented these ideas by taking the two first
letters of his name in the Greek language.
and joining them together in such a way as
to present the appearance of our Eunglirh
letter P bisecting an X. This seemed to
me the most common ot any, and to be the
monogram, or abbreviated torm of Clerist’s

name which they preferred. To this i

sometimes added on either side an Alphn

and an O nega, rcferring probably 1o the

B ok of Revelations, and then thie whole

meant, “In Christ, the first and the Ia<1.”
" Another common symbol is the fish, which
amonz other reasons for s adoption had
this, that the Greek word for it 1z%vs contain-
ed the initials of the 8entence * Jesns Chri-i,

Son of God, the Saviour.” The dove with
the olive branch 1s anotber to which I Lave
before referred, expressive of * peace.’” The
anchor is anoiber, meaning either * hope.’
or as is thought by zome, the close of a well
spent life, when the anchor is cast after the
voyage is over. The ship is also used ex-
pressive of the heaven-bound voyage, as
well as the palm and crown in tuken of
victory.

All these eymbols are sery rudely done,
particularly in the earliest tombs, —indeed
they are sometimes mere scratches, and they
serve to show, as well as the language of
many of the inscriptions themselves, thar
those who placed them were among the poor
and hemble classes, who had little regard
for elegance provided that their ‘rustin their
Saviour were only faithfully represented,
and the name of their deceased friend or re-
lative preserved in the shortest and simplest
form. Most of the inscriptions may indeed
be well calied “The short and simple Annals
of the poor.”

Haying thus examined the inscriptions |

and symbols of the primitive followers of
the Lord, we have now only to dwell for a
moment upon a few of the consideraticns
suggested by the subject. [ Lave already
referred more than once 1o the tone which
pervades them all, to the bright and cheer-
ful hue of their faith, and to the certain'y
with which they looked forward to a blissful
immorality. It evident amid the
vicissitudes to which they were exposel,
that this world could give them nothing be-
yvond the ties of domesiic life to engage their
;\‘f"clif)lri,—lhf}' therefore lived as true
* strangers and pilgrims” Lere, and it was
with a degree of gladness, too little appreci-
ated by the Church in the present day, that
they looked forward to 1hat period wlhen the
‘earthly Louse of their tabernacle’ being dis-
solved they shocld gain a tome in *the
house not made with hands eternal in the
heavens.” But there is one trait to which I
have only cursorily referred, and whieh |
think is deserving of notice, namely, ibeir
entire ireedom from hostile feeling 1owards
the authors of their calamities, One would

i of ewurse expeet that Do thought bordering

was

the few remaining words upun the listening |
eur, * who gave and bLxth taken—Ulsssed —

!strictly the precepts He has given.

| 21 years, 8 monils, and 16 days.

upon revenge would be allowed to rest in

‘ir minds, but stiil there could be no good
will towards them and this would develope
uself.  But there is nothing of the kind,—
notbing indeed heyond the mere lament that
they stiould live in such trying times, when
they could not even hury their desd in peace
Thiey seem 1o have been living examples of
the pure principles of the blessed Redeemer,
and to have endeavour-d to take up their
cross and to follow Him by carryinz ow
There
was no reproach to their enemies,—it was
the will of Gud that they should suffer, and

! in Lumble resignation 1o Hiu they submitied.

What a prictical illustration is all this of
the truths of the Gospel ! The word of God
must have suuk derp into their Learts to
have thus produced such peacenble fruits of
righteousness.  We must recoll: ¢t that they
gradually grew 10 be a very large, and, it
they had chosen, a powerful body. It is
mentioned by the younger Piiny, as early
as the days of Trajun, that the sltars of the
¢ods in certain parts of the empire had been
lorsaken in consequence of the number who

|

I had embraced the pernicious doetrines, as

he esteemed them, of Christianity.

There is no question then, with the dense
and compact body which they presented, |
having members in every rank ol society,
many of them among the best soldiers of the
Emperors, and well traine-d to arms, that it
they had chosen to rise in opposition to the
persecuting edicts, they might bave kindled
such a flune of civil war, as mizht bave
asked all the resources of the empire to!
extivguish ;—and perhaps all those resources
might have failed in the attempt. This is
put by all the historians of the Church, and
is referred to in the quotation from Lord |

| Lindsay’s work which I have before given.

Bat the very reverse of all this was the |

“ The place of Basil the presbyter, and his | case, they permitied themaelves 10 be driven
, ! 3 presbyter,

into the Catacombs by their heathen' fellow

: | subjects, instead of ing ik
which shows that Clergymen married in' savjeins TANOM OF appusitigihiss, el saisn

the arm of power required it they did not
refuse to bare the neck to the uplitied sword.

Azain,—in the language of these simple
records we see how closely they adhered to
the written Word, there is nothing in them
savouring ot human tradition. To this view
too there is something for us in the presen
day to consider.  When the profound theol-
ogian wishes to give us what he esteems the
true teaching of the Church, and tukes u<
back 1o times when <he is supposed to speak
with no uncertain voice, and puints ws to |

i the traditions of the fathers as the ¢ xponents

of Christiun doetrine, it is weil that we have
it in onur power to Oppose practice to precep!,
and that we can carry Lim (o these spenking
tublets, and show him how much superior

| light there was, and how much more of |

-cripture truth, in the poor and unlearned |
of those very days. than in those who were |

| eateemed to be the luminaries of the Churcl, |
It would naturali§ be supposed that the !

but who were too often entangled in the |
mazes of human wisdom. |t shows us tha
the nearer we approach the fountain of liv.|
inz waters, the less desire we shall feel -to
trust 1o the broken cisterns that can lold no !
water,

There is also negative testimony against
many of the so called developments whicl:
have taken place in the later periods of the
Cuurchi. I lhave aiready hinted ut some
mstances, but it will be as well 10 refer to
tbem more particularly,

On one point, namely, with reference to
prayers for the drad, a question has been
rai-ed in consequence of the peculiar lan-
guage of some ol the tomba.  Igive several'
of the inscriptions, which are supposed to
bear out this view, !

* Farewell, O Sabina! She lived 8 vears, 8
months, and 22 days. Mayest thou live sweet
n God !

* Exuperius, mayest thou rest in peace, who
lived 23 years, 8 mouths, and 6 days.”

“ Mayest thou b« in peice an: benedietion,
O Sutsuatus ! He lived 30 years more or less |
He departed in the Kaiends of February.”

* Sweel Faustina, may you live ia God.”

“ Boloss, may God refresh thee She lived
31 years She departed in the thirtsenth Ka-
lends of October.”

* Amerimnus to Rufina, my dearest wife, the
well-deserving.  May God refresh thy spint !”

Bt surely there is nothing in tLese b:-
vond a natural exhibition of feeling, and
perliaps a turn of expression which may |
ave been insensibly borrowed from their
fellow citizens. “ May the earch
rest light on thee,” isa common phrase upon
the pagan tombs, and these expressions are
nut unhke 1t only iImbued with a more Chris-
uan spiril.  They are considered too as
rathier the expression of a wish, than a peti-
twn for the departed soul. Thnere is one
inscription howeyver which 1s of a more doubt-
tul character, it is supposed to belong 10 the
wididle of the fifth centdry, and is as lollows,;

* Gentianus, a believer. in peace : who lived
Al:0 in your |
prayers pray lor us, for we koow that you are in
Cirist.”

This seems strongly to favour another
Jogma, namely that of prayers to the Saints.
The inscription is found in the Lapidarian
Gallery, und its genwineness cannot be dis-
puted. DBut soppose we concede this ;—il
i the only one among the many thousand«
which bave been brought to lLight. and if we
admit it 10 be the exception, surely by ail
the principles of sound reasoning we must
conciude the rule to be the other way.

On other points iLere cannot be the slight-
est question. Jo the whole Lapidanan Gal-
lery for instance, the nume of the Virgiu
Mary does net once >ccur. So say those
wlo have examined the inscriptions most
carefully.  This is a very striking fact, and |
presents a strong contrast to the images anJ
ich the tra.eiler becomes

rch in Rome.

heathen

ceremonies with wh
familiar in every

Agnin—such language as “in peace,”
“in CLrist,” “in retreshment,” % borne |
away by angels,” is totally inconsistent with
ary beliet in Purgatory, and <ome of the
proofs azainst the practice of celibacy among
the clergy have already been given. 1 migia
enlarge upnn all the-e points, but [ prefer
to quoté 1he following pas~ages from Sey-
mour’s weli-known work, * mornings among
ihe Jesuits.” as giving a short but ~xcellen:
summwary of the tesimony of the Catacombs
in tavor of Protestaniism.

* Day afier duy,” says he, “and week
aflter week,” Lave | paused in this gallery.
10 examine these monumental inscriptioos.
It always occurred 10 me, that if & belief in
the sufferings of the dead in purgatory,—if i
sebelicf in the cfficacy of any praying to or|
invocation of the departed saints, was heid |
amoag the Christians of the Church,in these |

| When, st last, he was dethroned, Lord Dal- | God is reconciled unto hin,

| become a Christian, and to break his caste

As & most Interesting event.

early azee. when the Chorch v<ed 1o hide
herselfy used ta celcbrate her worship, and |
u-&d to bury her desd in the Catacomrbe

‘ Pull on the Rods!

Tha river S wiich emplies into the

- W . ' ik 3
‘there ought to be, and where should be, some Bay of Fundy, bas in one place a bank iis-

evidence of such belief in the inscripions so 112 10 the Leight of a bundred nod Gty Jects
numervus to be found in the Catacomba, Over this bank a flock of sheep wore wien
The abcoce—rthe total and perfect absence, "havred, and of course it was thouglil nil were
—of everything of the kind, seems to argue | kilied.  There was a small chay ooy
|-0wtr1'ull_;' that no -uch things entered ‘n*o | however, atout one tourth ol
the relizious belief of 1hose ages, { down, upon which one was cauvzhe.
It is observable thet in a modefn grave- | all appearance, must ilicre vemaimn o hnnge

vard in any Roman Catholie Country. there ' 8nd dies  But from iis perilous sitiation, 8
;‘WHy- exl'm-xnum in the monumental in- \':ciini for Lelp o wues oo plaruiive w0 b
scriptions whieh intimaie the belief of the resisted.

“huret of Rome. There 18 a request fo,  Among some mrn why were emploved on
the passing reaveller 0 offer a prayer tor the beach Gelow, was one who was
the dead ; there is a statement setting forih | Nelson.  This man deterwned v uniwer
that it 13 a goud thing 10 pray for the dead; the hoarse and plamtive bienting of the sut-
there is a prayer that the dead may rest in|terer. He tock a numb-r workmen to
peace ; there is m request for the assisting | the top of tle bank, and s fasten d one
‘Thesze apd others of end of a long rope to himseit he the
other ¢nd 10 them, and was thas gent!y lows
ered away narr plattorm ujon
which the sheep strod e
rave the
y
By «uch means one was sgved

u
and

naine
ui
n ol
v
prayers ot the saints. anve
a similar tendency are found in every ceme- !
tery in Roman Catholie countries.  But "
there is nothing hke this—nothing that has! I'o
the faintest resemblance of this, or of any | with him<elt he secared the sheep,
opinion approwching to any of these to be | wind
iound among the innumerable inscriptions
coliected from the Caracombs. The whole
collection of inscriptions thus argues unan-
swerably that these opinions that bave been
of lute years so universally received in the
Church of Rime were wholly unknown in | 1use0n for il who are interested in the
the primitive Chorch deemer's flock. Dty may not call u

I will now Lring these remarks to a close. ! ., ali to descead from the gidd, heiih
[ might have extended them to greater|qnd hazard your own life for the safery
length, but I think enough has been caid 10 thera; for this you may be mentally
exhbit the icaling fr-atures of the subject. physically |]i,qJ;,{"_’1.u]; but daty does eall
It is for us all 10 consider the lessons taught upon you to hold fast the
by those primitive tiines, and if we learn 10 ;ihers go down, and to pall as occasion may
ewnulate the character of 1he early Christians require, and according to the ability God
in their faith, in their hope, and in their de- 1,4 given you. Lt your prayers, your in.
votion to the cause of their Divine Master, flyence, and your subsiance be wili those
it will not be in vain that we have descend-  whose aim 'n it 10 reclim sach as hnve
ed together into the Catacowbs of Rome. wandered from the fold of Christ; and when

5 ¥ |the grioat Shepherd shall have gathered
Striking Conversions.

| around him his triends, to rejuice over the
| sheep that was found, those will be held in
) The last Report of the British and _Fur- ‘ grat g‘ul remembrance and duly honoured,
egn B'b:c Society, l'"—'" an account of the | w ho chrrrfu”y assisted in |xu'.'il.g on the
conversion ot Dhuleep bmg. the son of Run- rope.— American Mecsenger.
jeet Smng, the famous ¢ Lion of the Pun-|
jaub,” whose kiugdom was conquered by | SO
Lord Hardinge, alier 20 many fearful en-! Tur WirNess or Tue Seimit.—The
gagements with Lis long-trained and formi- | Holy Ghost doth plainly show useclt’; tor st
dable army. This young =on had never for ' hecomes a Spirit of -adoption within him, 1he
zotton the awful scenes of his youth.—As a very earnest-penny of salvation, sealings up
child, atter lis father's death, he bad witnes- | unto him the favoar of Gol, the pardon of
<ed the murder of one afier another, in that | sin, the attaining of life, and by a new, (and,
‘onz prriod of bloody anarchy that preced- in truth, considering the diff-rence of tormer
#d the Seik invasion of British ternitories. | times,) n strange work, persuad ing him that
vd Lt accepts

10 the

the same o
signal, and bith were carefu ly sate
drawn up.
; —by having a Nelson to venture, and others
ta pull on the rope.

Nouw, my dear readers, there is a praeti.
cal lesson contamed in this sinple act

or
yat
10 while

rope

e

hou<ie placed bim under the care of an able | him for His eld.  As it made him able to

an excellent man, Dr, Login. In 1831, tuke unto him words, and go unto tire Lord,
when Dr. Lozin had ocension to come lufcr-ving 10 be accepted gruciously ; ro it
Calcutta, Dhuleep Sing was left at Futty | brings him word again from G|, that he
zhur ; and, as his companion, an educated | shall be, yea, that he i<, aceepted graciously ;
youth from the American Mision School | and unswering him, (vven asone woull say,
there, was chosen.  They read the Bible to.| with a sensible answer in the midst of his
gether ; anil very soon Dauleep wrote down | prayers oft-times,) so sirongly and undoeubt-
to his guardian, and said that he wished 10 | edly mssures him of being heard that ha

makes no inore guestion of it whether be

lives, yea or no. From which as:urance of
spirit, (having tasted the sweetness of God's
grace, and felt how good the consolition of
His word and Spirit are,) he grows resolay
in his very soul. for the tine 1o con-on il
thing4 to please God, and find a new koud of
[ dreposition, enabling hm 10 void el 1

atonce. Dr. Login urged him to pause, and |
10 do nothing that he would not deliberately
adhere to.  Bat months passed, aud the de- |
sire grew, and st length, with the cordial
consent of Dr. Login, and the Governor-
{ieneral, this younyg chiclinin of the Seiks. |
[t was an important, ns well
Tue writer |
PV'(vC"!“jl' 10 say,— ’
“ I heard lately from Mr. Kay, the Prin- |
cipal ot Bishop's College, of a fine and in-|
telligent young Mussuiman whom he had'
hapiized, and whose history was remarkable. |
He was born in Persia.  Being of a restless
and enterprising character, he commenced |
travelling at ancarly age, and after a time | lowing remarkable narrative: I
came to Afghanistan.  There at Candahar, | —° 8 | i Sl
he obtained a Bible or Testament, But how "ll' "l at“ ,u" (L“. ”,“n,hl'. r; $‘.‘. “~“ hor ¢
came the Scriptures i1 that dark abode of t_‘le “’I"(Mdk) y ::-e :""',' ’ | i finssila
Motammedanism ?  The explanation is cu- ']" a”‘, l') @ .po_‘ "' “.__]' v " ‘ 0 ““‘”{’ ‘h '.
rious, In ourill-fated Atghan war, there | ':.:;' l"::’l“‘ﬂ' s Bl b M .
were some pions officers (I believe Dr. Lo- ('(; L}wn i)lll'ir L ol g4
gin wus one of them,) who desired and at- £hy 8 ¢ : ", )
tempted to introduce the Scriptures into “';‘;f:,.i': IU:I.:Y«HI"‘[‘.’.,
ihe country, Tuose sent from this Society ‘:u:“n"(:“ (::l:““‘:“‘m- T
were introduced into that country in chests, ":;"‘.. :\4::t:ur~‘lmxl'. l‘h” retired u li it dise
:;;;l:.t:";.e "I.::ft:l‘:::l‘;l*w':::‘(,::‘{):)‘eﬁ:";T:Il;: tance from the hl,')'nw'.ny, anld the miuister
tures thus carried 'inlu Aighanistan, that addressed them s [ull 'N". .
(his young man acqired. He was struck | * Gentlemen, you are Fl!.' mst like .
with the contents, and came to the Ameri- old aposties ol any men in tas workl, lor they
can mis-ionaries at Ldiana, but did not give | W4T€¢ wanderers apon the cartt, and s aio
them satisfaction.  Still he came on, from ' You i they ot “"’;mm. _— ) Y
place to place, a< an inquirer, till happily he 'hat they could cali their owa i) BORNEt, i l
et with Mr. Kay, who appears to have | Presume, have yod. Lty e
dealt with him very wisely. He appeared ?'; but 'h.'“’ "r “‘.'"".0""” pr A"'. 881U, A0 1 =),
<0 truly humb'e, and manifesied so much’ "'I“‘_": are "“.’ I"" ‘. .w"'f ’T‘ ) l ;
that was lru?,V huprl'u! to the missionares a' fized in the pr”f. pies TA%Y prucses o 85
L »\Jl.nll:l. that he was 'M;:(‘Z"d. S“II'G ”n:ll ’1‘!‘" SWEAT #0ACS )"‘ d UI"}' ""." LHLE
Lie hLas given fair promise of beinga burning
and a <biuing hght to his countrymen and

the Mureulmans of this land.”"— 2. Herald. |

wus baptized. an
do good ; su having put s oan neck under
the gentle and easy yoke of Christ Jeeus, ho
finde rest unto hia soul ; thus Chrbet
formed in him, and he is transtormed 110 &

new creature.— William Whately.

and 8

IxGeNiovs Sersmon.—The English Me-
thodist Magazine tor 1797 conta ns the jol-
irogent .
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ried into Juls and pasoas; ail of whicuw <ot
tericgs, | presume, have been undirgone by
you ; their profession brought them all 1o ui-
{nm-l} death-; and it you continue in yoare
course, rowill yours bring you. Jut in
point, beloved, you differ mighti
apostles ascended from a tree into hraven,
where, 1 am afrad, you will never be fou
but as their deathis were compensated
eternal glory, yours wiil be rewari-d
eternal shame and misery, ualess you m:ud
your maoners.”
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1y « lor e

Sermons and Preaching.

[ never considered an essay a sermen, or
a sermon an eseay: I alwuys loved arrange-
went and division. | am aware that tbe
furmer may be found without the latter, and |
intellizent and reflective minds may recog- |
ni=e it ; -but as to the mass of hearers, con-
cealed method is much the same as none.
And why should it ever be con-ealed? The
lower orders peculiarly need it; it relieves
and qnickens their attention ; it aids their
apprebension and onderstanding. It also
enables them the betier to retwin and-carry
away what they bear. And how desirable
i8 it that our peopie should keep in memory
what is preached unto them, and that they ! stone; your hu:ne= it prubably d
may not believe in vain, children scaterel, and you a honele.

Persons of education may be approached jeror over the face of the lanl.  We
through mere intellect, but the poorgeneral- ' oy ras bitter cups
ly are like those whose Leads are in ther
hearts.  They are like poets, who feel be-
fure they think. an‘y attend no: to feel,
but mast be made to feel in order to attend
When will preacliers remember the observa-
tionof Rolin,—tha: *the eloqience of U
Scriptare is the el q ience of thanzs, “"".“
of words, and thercivre it is that ro @UCH O
the spirit and mode of the vrizinal show-
itsell even in the “pla.opess of ihe traasla-

wi'll

w.ti

CoxsoLaTioN To Tie Bereavep.—Dr
Judson thus wroze 10 a friead 10 th - G 4
trial : * So the ligzht of your dwelling 14y
gone out, my poor brotber, and it s alid,
ness there, -‘,'uﬂv ad you draw down by
ome {nint gleams of the Light ol g
and coldness has gathered round your

i

r 1t

tasted 9

ol -

again; we have tound the o biar, an
£ o

have fuund tlem 1wo. Every

atirred by the finger ot God becy

D, you reie

»re u

awert
Nee

10 the brmble Lelivver,
how our late wives aid o ol
* rer roundd the wellieurty in ihe
mi-ex, &l the clos:o! day ?

thew smitting there, wilh ther

A l 1‘»"5\ oul Ol "he Wi low ar
ritir 1w e
nON witing. wi f

g wring around the weil
With rezard to su/yects, what I have al-
kird ot preachingz,
nordryly practical ;
[ should call ez

Llending of the

LimY of

rv-p IEYM P4

of living water, to whichy th

bes. i ven shows therm the wayv

ways deemed thie L 4
arms of tufinice [ve, who Wi e

Bt

s00n L~

neither bghly docininal,
but distingui-bed by whai
perimentalily. or a con-tan
dowctrine and practice of the gosoel strongly
with the affections and feehnzs, Many of
our northern divines have been sadly defi-
cient here. Their sermons have had thiec-

their tears witu his owa hand.
velonwud look up.  Wa <Lall
As sure as | write and as you
3[; 1y a w-a
siep we may yet have to tuke, but w-

logy enoagh in them, and weré well meiho- | @€t there at last.  And the lonzer and more
dized ; but there was liitle ia them w reod | tedious the way, the sweeter will be ouc re-
or 10 melt.—Jay. | pose.”
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lines, we shall s0on be there.
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