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wicked is reprezented in the Word of God as proced-
ing from themselves, from their own perverted wills,
and contumacious behaviour,—from their pursuing a
course of sin avoidable in itseit. and in plain and di-
rect opposition to the most faithful warninzs, and the
most tender expostulations af their loving Lord. In
our circumstanees, then, as fallen, and depraved, and
sinful beings, immortality does not necessarily imply
happiness, but may be associated with the keenest
suiterings. Now, this future condemnation and miscry
are to be guarded against, and their opposites, appro-
bation and happiness provided for, in the present life
oniy. ¢ 'There is no work, nor device, nor know-
ledge, nor wisdom, in the grave” whither we go.
Hence the force of the exliortation, founded upon the
view of the caze, addressed to every human being ca-
pable of moral action,  Whatsoever thy hand findeth
1o do, do it with thy mizht.”
Now, only now, amainet that hour
We mnay & place provide ;
Bevoud the erave, bevond the poser
Of liell, our sparits hide,

Firm in the all-destroving shoek,

May view the finul scene : v
Forlo ! the everlasting Rock

la cleft to take us in.

Viewed in these aspeets, the bearing of the present
fife upon the future state becornes affectingly apparent:
and the solemn lesson should be learnt by every per-
son, to use life for the purposes for which it was given,
to employ diligently overy opportunity of receiving
good from God, and in the great Jduty of personal xal-
vation, to * work while it is called day, for the night
cometh when no man ean work.” The right improve-
ment of the present state of heing, is a matter of infi-
nite importance : in the manner in which life is eme
ployed, depends an eternity of happiness or misery.
'This should not only be theoretically helieved, but
practically acted upon :—andl this life should be pri-
marily employed in preparing for another.

« The time which we occupy in the present state
is that which God allots for our personal probation
and trial.  All God’s dispensations in respect to us,
whether of providence or grace, refér to this period,
and have their Jimits fixed by it. This suggestsa
most important thought, that, in this respert there is
not an action we perform in our present probationary
state, but has some reference to eternity, but will, in
some neasure contribute to our eternal joy, or our
¢ternal pain.”  To the reader of this article, I would
carnestly and aflectionately address an exhortation
clothed in the words of the late Rev. Richard Wat.
som, ¢ Redecm then, the opportunity while you have
it, and let the consideration of the rapid flight of time,
and, as to you, its short duration, induce you, without
delay, to flee to the refuge set before you ; to seeure
your hest interests by faith iir Christ 5 and having done
this, to take care that all your future days, whether
they be many or few, he entirely devoted to him, and
be spentin working out your own salvation.”

Sept. 17, 1839, )
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SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS,
Isaram xaii. 220 ¢ And the key of the liouse of Da-
vildd will Tlay upon his shoulder.” ¢ The commenta
tors,” says a celebrated writer, © are much en:har-
rassed as to the meaning of this passage, not under-
standing how a key can be carried on the shoulder
which is by no means applicable to the keys which
are now in use.  Thisuditllculty will cease when they
Kknow, that in the carly f: ages they made use of certai
crooked keys, having anivory or wooden handle.
This is evident trom the testimony of Homer, where
he gays, Penelope wanting to open a wardrobe, took
a brass key, very erooked, hafted withivory,
A brazen key she held, the handle wrn'd,
With steel and polished eteprant adorn’.*
O.lyae xxi. 0.

On which Fustatius remarics, that this kind ot key
was very ancient, and ditlered from the keys having
several wards, which have been invented winee, lmi
that those ancient kess were still in use in his time.
These crooked kevs were in the shape of a sickle,
But cuch keys, not beine easily earried in the hand,.
on account of their inconvenient form, they were ear
ried on the shouller, as we see aur reapers cary their
sickles on their shoulders, joined and tied together.
The key was an emblem of prayer.

 Thou wast nol saltcd.” Fueliel xvil 4. 1t was
an ancient custom to salt the hodies of new-born in-
fants. It is probable that they only sprinkled them
with salt, or washed them with salt water, which they
imagined  would dry up all superflopus lmmour:,
Galen says, “ A little galt being sprinkled upon the
infant, itz skin is rendered more dense and solid.” It
is said the inhabitants of ‘Tartary «till continue in the
practice of salting their children as >oon as they are
born.

The Greeks in the Crimea preserve the custom of
sprinkling a new-born infant with snlt.—Ho!derness
on the Manners and Customs of the Crim Tarlars,
p. 20 Burder's Orient. Lait., vol. 2, p. 143.

¢ 14 it not wheat harvest to-day 2 T will eall unto
the Lord, and he shall send thunder and rain 5 that
ye may pereeive that your wickedness is great,” 1
Samuel xii. 17,

¢« And what was there extriuondinary in this 2 may
the mere Fnglish reader ack.  Does it not often thun-
der and rain in wheat harvest 2 True, in Fuogland it
does ; but not in Judea ; and when it does so there,
it is deemed p(‘nli('iﬂlh‘,‘ﬂi is evident from Prov. Xxvi.
1. Josephus, Art. 1ib, vi. cop. 5. 6, paraphrasing the
passngze, makes Saumucl =1y, ¢ But that Frony prove
to you that God is dispieased anl ancry with you
for de<irine akingly covernment, 1 will manifest by
strange =ignu<, for what none of you cver saw before
in this country, a storm in the midst of sumnier, this
hy my prayers will T move God to shew unto you.
And in another place, De Bel. lib, @i, cap. 7. 12,
speakiug of Galilee, he ob=crves, ¢ In this country it
rarely, if ever, rains durind the summer.”  Volaey
<ays, ¢ In the plainof Palesiine, thymler is exceeding-

v unrommon in summer, ntl more frequent inowine
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