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On Saturday last Sir Wilirid Lau-
rier received the resignation of Hon.
Charles Fitzpatrick as Minister of
Justice, and the Cabinet at its regu-
lar meeting appointed the hon. gen-
tleman Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court, in succession to Sir Henri
Elzear Taschereau.

The newly appointed Chief Justice
has been recognized for the better
part of the past decade the fore-
most member of the legal profession
in the Dominion. Whilst his loss to
political life is felt and acknowledg-
ed on every hand, there is but ome
opinion regardlng the high office he
has just assumed, that the country
could not have suppliedany one more
eminently qualified for the judicial
duties belonging to the Chief Jus-
ticeship of the highest court of Ca-
nz‘d:’; predecessors of the new Chief
Justice have all accepted the homor
of Knighthood. The title and the
position are linked together by pre-
cedent. Although Chief Justice Fitz-
patrick could have had this distinc-
tion years ago, it goes without say-
ing that his personal desires, which

are characteristically = demodcratic,

may not interrupt the custom of con- |

ferring upon the head of the chief
Court of Appeal a distinction direct
from the King that gives an added
dignity to the office.

For the first time in the history
of Confederation ’ an Irish-Cathdlic
holds this prestige. With the excep-
tion of Sir Elzear Taschereau, the

(By an Observer.)

ment of the Supreme Court is final.
‘The first session of the Supreme
Court of Canada was held in 1876,
dlthough Chief Justice Richards had
received his appointment in 1875.
Sir W. B. Richards, who came from
Ontario, served until January, 1879,
when he was succeeded by Hon. W.
J. Ritchie (New Brunswick), who
was the first of the associate judges
appointed in 1875. = Chief Justice
Ritchie ‘gave place in 1892 to Hon.
S. H. Strong, an Ontario appointee
to the original tribunal ; . and Sir

Elzear Taschereau, who was a later
appointee from Quebec (1878) be-
came Chief Justice in 1902. Sir

Elzear Taschereau was the only one
of the Chief Justices who received
the honor of Knighthood previous to
the date of his elevation.

Chief Justice Fitzpatrick, though
not the youngest man who has oc-
cupied a place on the Bench of the
Supreme Court, is, however, the
youngest to reach the Chief Jus-
:tiCeshIpA There is not perhaps in the
public eye another man whose ad-
vancement to the highest places in
his profession in statesmanship and
in popular confidence has been so
rapid and splendid.

Except Sir Wilfrid Laurier, no
other member of any of the Liberal
Ministries since 1896 has received
the same degree of public attention
as this Irish Catholic who came into
the Government from Quebec, but
who almost instantly’ was hailed as
the representative of his race and

Rgt]remen‘t from Political Life.—Appéinted Chief Justice of Canada.
—Sketch of His Career.—A Strong Personality.

indifferent wherever printed concern~
ing him stood without gainsay, In
two of the more recent pen-pictures
presented of him in the opposition
press he is spoken: of as a man of
unmistakable determination and me-
thod, whom no one cared to en-
counter in debate, because his only
purpose was to knock his adversary
down, and if he did not succeed with
argument, his manner suggested his
inclination to do the job with his
fist; besides that, if once stubbornly
opposed, he never forgave the ene-
my. The real man is totally unlike
either of these flights of fancy.
Though he spoke with intense sym-
pathy and earnestness on occasion,
there was always a reserve of con-
sideration and good humor  which
was most effective in discussion
when suddenly revealed to some op-
ponent who had caught the excite-
ment of jousting with a giant. Very
often when cross-fire on the floor
of the House or in a Committee was
getting hot, the air was cleared by
a rapid flash of suavity or genérosi-
ty at the end of a speech by the
Minister of Justice. There is — mot
the slightest doubt the Minister had
his enemies. What Irish-Catholic
holding his = influential place in the
Government and constantly enhane-
ing it by his intellectual superiority
in Council and Parliament eeould
possibly escape envy and ill-willed
opposition ? 'But this can be _said
of Hon. Charles Fitzpatrick, that no

enemy ever knew him to do any aet

Past Chief Justices of the Supreme
Court have been English-speaking
Trotestants, : Because of the atten-
tion that will naturally be given by
Irish Cnthoucs to this ‘::qtter, it

‘fopponents.
Certd men, his manner was not devoid of

HON.

He ca.ﬁxe in as

to the Ministry of Justice after a
brief interval. Distinguished and
commanding in appearance, with
that unmistakable personality which, |
in the common phrase, is called mg-
rietic, Charles. Fl\‘.zpatrlck was al-
‘ways a sort of enigma to friends and’
' The most likable  of

| tholic. 'I‘he influence of his

CHIEF JUSTICE FITZPATRICK.
electoral element.
Solicitor-General and made his way

or speak any word for enmity’s sake.
Nor did he purposely ignore the éne-
mies he made. He simply possessed
the faculty or mental discipline that
allowed him to forget them without
bitter. thought. If they came in his
they never could _complain  of

y special wdnt of courteuy
It is not bur intention to intrude
upon the private side of a living
man’s - character. ' Hon, Charles
Fitzpatrick from his boyhood is cor-
rectly known' as a strictly living Ca-
rigia
pnnpul bablta upon his public hte

1906.

s
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the mark to say that during the
| whole of that period no one else
in the country held Charles Fitz-

patrick’s confidence except the Pre-
mier. About a year ago outside Mr,
Fitzpatrick’s family none except the
doctor and Sir Wilfrid Laurier knew
that the Minister ot Justice was in
such a state of health as to give
cause for thegravest alarm. A strong
will alone enabled him to pull
through, ~ unremittingly discharging
the heavy labor of his Department
and his place in«the House of Com-
mons.

Hon. Charles Fitzpatrick leaves
political life at the age of fifty-three
as poor as when he entered it at
thirty-seven. He has ever been a
man of generous but most unobtru-
sive charity. He was born at Que-
bec on Dec. 19, 1853, being the

son of the late John Fitzpatrick, a
Quebec lumber mérchant, who was
aldo‘ the son of a merchant of the
city, of Waterford, Ireland. Young
CHakles Fitzpatrick was educated
wholly in Catholic schools. He en-

tered St. Ann’s College as a lad and
passed to the seminary, finfishing in
Laval University. His academic
distinctions marked his earlier pro-
mise. He isa B.A., and B.C.L.,
and was called to the Bar in 1876,
being made a Q.C. in 18938. He was
called to the Ontario Bar in 1896
to enable him to plead certain im-
portant cases in that province,
which he was engaged.

Charles Fitzpatrick was Crown
Prosecutor in Quebec district at dif-
ferent periods and his name became
knqwn throughout the Dominion as
couﬁscl for the defence in the cele-
brated trial of Louis Riel for high
tregison in 1885. He also defended
the late Honore Mercier in the pro-
secutions by the Government fol-
lowing the ' fall of that able man’s
clouded administration. Another big
case was that of Hon. Thomas Mc-
Greevy before the Standing Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections
of the House of Commons in 1891,
in which Mr. Fitzpatrick was coun-
sél. 'He represented the Dominion
of Canada before the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council in Eng-
land in the notable case involving
jurisdiction of federal and provincial
authorities over the ownership of
beds of rivers, lakes, harbors and

in

fisheries. He visited England in
June, 1898, as Canadian represen-
tative in the proposed arbitration

between the Govermments of Russia
and the United Kingdom with re-
ference to compensation for the sei-
zure of Canadian sealing schooners.

Patriotic attachment is certainly
one of Charles Fitzpatrick’'s strong-
est heart strings. He is a patriotic
Canadian, a lover of Ireland and of
the Irish' race, and a stalwart local
patriot, wherever the welfare of the
city of his birth is concerned. In the
wide or the restricted field patriot-
ism to him means duty; and he
would not reckon time or money
devoted to the interests of Canada,
of Ireland, or Quebec.

The writer heard a story once
4rom a new member of the Press
Gallery at Ottawa, who after. the
close of the session was taking a
well-earned holiday with his young
wife and found himself in  Quebec.
Walking the street on the day of his
arrival, he saw the Minister of Jus-
tice stridingalong in his direction. He
had never spoken to the Minister and
was surprised to find himself re-
cognized. After a few minutes’ con-
versation in which the newspaper
man conceded that he liked Quebec,
the Minister went off; but at the
hotel the reporter was informed that
there was a carriage for himself and
wife as long as they were staying in
the city.

“Who ordered it ?”’ .

“Mr. Fitzpatrick.”

The Minister of Justice was dolng
good by stealth for Quebec.

Charles  Fitzpatrick's assoclations
with Irish interests began in his
boyhood. He was president of the

Quebec branch of the Irish National
League and: Crown Prosecutor when
Willlam O’Brien = visited the Ancient
Capital pon & memorable occasion.
ived the vi-
disappointed
who

dents of all the leading cities of the
Dominion. But  he has been the
darling of a French speaking con-
stituency all the ttme.

Last Sunday, after sixteen years
of unbroken confidence, there were
tears shed on both sides when the
parting took place in Lorette. Mr.
Fitzpatrick . sat for Quebec County
in the Legislature from 1890 to
1896, when, at the request of Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, he resigned and was
elected to the House of Commons
for the seat. He was appointed So-
licitor General in 1896, and was
sworn in Minister of Justice in 1902.

In the Justice Department he has
realized the high public concep-
tion of what the office should be.
Though in the conventional sense he

is no respecter of persons, there was |

never a humble or poor petitioner
who came to him to plead the cause
of a husband, son or brother in pri-

son but knew what true respect and
courtesy meant. Often when official
clemency could not be strained Per-
sonal charity was kindly and gener-
ously proffered.

The Chief Justice has a large and

happy family. His gracious and
warm-hearted wife was Mlle. Corinne
Caron, daughter of the late R. R.
Caron, Q.C., Lieutenant-Governor of
the Province of Quebec from 1873
to 1876.

Funeral of Michael Davitt.

D)

Dublin, June ~—The love and re-
spect in which Michael Davitt was
held in Ireland, and the widespread |
sorrow at his death, were amply
evidenced by the scenes in the streets
in Dublin on Saturday morning,
when the body of the ‘“‘Father of
the Land League’” was removed from
the Clarendon street chapel, where
it had lain over night, to ler(n\d—
stone Station, for conveyance to the
peaceful country graveyard at
Strade, County Mayo.

The business places closed their
shutters, the shades were drawn
down in the private houses and the
streets were lined by enormous
crowds of people, the men doffing
their hats as the coffin, which was
almost hidden by beautiful floral
wreaths, was borne by. The funeral
cortege included many Nationalist
members of the House of Commons,
and clergymen representatives of
every religion and political creed.
John Redmond, John Dillon and
other members of the Irish Nation-
alist party, were among the mourn-
ers, who closely followed the hearse
While the procession stretched out to
enormous proportions, another vast |
crowd awaited the arrival of the
body at the station, and on all sides |
a feeling of the deepest sorrow
apparent among the people. Num-
bers of 1inourners igined the train |
conveying the body ‘at Mullingar and
Athlone. An enormous crowd await-
ed the arrival of the train at Fax-
ford, and a procession of vehicles
nearly a mile long followed by a big
gathering of persons drawn from
miles around, started for Strade,
the family burying place of the Da- |
vitts, five miles from Faxford. The
ceremony was most impressive. The
old graveyard is near the ruins of |
one of the western abbeys, and the

was

vitt. A large body of Peasantry
was awaiting at the cemetery and
many persons threw wreaths on the
coffin when it was lowered into the
grave.

A Protestant Boy who

(Rev. R. W. Alexander. in the Mis-
sionary.)

Wherever there is a Sunday school
and & train of altar boys, methinks,
if they heard the following  true
story, some souls might be brought
to the Master, = and a little child
would lead them |

About two years ago, while my
choir boys were standing in the
sacristy waiting for services to be-
gin, I noticed for several Sunday
evenings' a little fellow about = 12

years of age looking in the open
door

ygrave is under an ash tree, and with- |
in sight of the birthplace of Mr. Da- |

Sang the Choir.

the next Sunday night he was thm
and when I went towards him ' " ‘he
stood his ground like a man,

His big blue eyes widened when I
spoke pleasantly to him.

‘“Glad to see you, Charlie | Do you
like to watch the choir boys 2"’

“Yes, sir,”” and an unspokem wish
shone on his face. Hé was a bright,
| manly-looking lad, and I was pleas-
|ed with his appearance.

After o momeént, during which he
never took his eyes from my face,
he said :

““Could I be a choir boy 2"’

“But you don’t believe in the Ca~
| tholic Church, Charlie 1’
| “Won’t you give me a chance, fa-
| ther 2’

The words struck me particularly,
and the lad’s earnest face impressed
'me. I turned away to look up a
spare cassock and surplice in the
wardrobe, but the boy mistook my
| movement for a refusal, and was
| turning slowly and sadly away when
I called him: “Yes, my boy, I wilk
give you a chance ; put these on.’%
And I helped him.

No king robed in ermine could have
been more grave, even reverent, than
this boy when, fully equipped in cas-
| sock and surplice and hymn book
| in hand, he stood besidea conpanion
in the middle of the lines. y

“Now, do as the other boys do,”
I whispered, as the train started into
the sanctuary. I watched him from
the He was reverent and at-
tentive, even surpassing his Catholic
| companions in respectful devotion
| and listening breathlessly to every
word that fell from the lips of tho
priest who preached the sermon. Sun-
day nights we have sermons of a
doctrinal nature followed by Bene-
Charlie never flagged in

Every Sunday evening he

and the boys never once

door.

diction.
attention.
was there,

referred to his being a Protestant,
at least in my hearing.

One evening he lingered after the
boys had said good night.

““Well, Charlie,”” I said, ‘‘tired of
being a choir boy ?”’

How he looked ,at me !

‘“Oh, father ! No, indeed; but, fa-

ther, may I be a Catholic 2’

I put my arm around him. I could-
n't help it, the little face was so
serious. ‘‘Certainly, my som, but
your parents must be consulted end
give consent.”’

‘“Why, father, I brought them to
church every Sunday to see me in my
choir clothes, and mother days she
would be glad if I were good enough
|to be a Catholic.”

. ’ I inquired his address, and I went

to see his parents soon after this, I
lound they were unbaptized Protest~
ttunta, and, of course, not one of the
‘sxx children had ever been baptized.
| I talked about Charlie and found
both parents were not only willing ™
to see Charlie instructed and bap-
’txzed, but wished the same for
| themselves and the rest of the house-
{hold.
The end is soon told.

| I instructed the little apostle and
his father and mother and baptized
‘them and all the brothers and sis-

ters, eight in all. He was soon
confirmed and made his first Com-
Imunion, and then encouraged and
| helped the rest. AH are now fer-
vent converts, and the little  choir

boy still is seen each Sunday in the
sanctuary rejoicing in his new-found
treasure of faith and lifting his in-
nocent heart in prayer.

|- Who knows but some day he may
stand- on the altar steps and break
|the Bread of the Word to starving
'souls who are yearning for just such
lan apostle ?

Friends of the mission work, pass
on this true story. Perhaps some-
‘where there may be another father
Ynnd mother who need ‘“‘a little child
{to lead them.” " 2

In the Right Direction.

The trend of the Catholic press is
toward something broader and deep-
er than the featuring of parish glean-
/ings. A Catholic paper should take
on something of the nature of the
institution to which it is consecrat-
ing its powers. The events ' that
loom wp big on the Church’s herizon




