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PRICE OF FARM MACHINERY.

An article published in the Canadian Thresher-
man foreshows an early increase in the price
farm machinery, varying from 5 to possibly

of
15
per cent., because of the increase of raw material
and labor. Detailed statements are given, show-
ing the rise in various classes of iron and wood,
ranging all the way from 20 to 100 per cent., dur-
ing, say, the last ten years. It is also pointed
out that the manufacturer is unable to buy his
raw materials favorable
formerly, but he the finished
products, there are long credits and low rates
interest.
years ago, implements have greatly decreased in
cost by reason of competition, but now there is a
general upward trend the all
commodities.  The article also argues that, as g
producer, the capacity of the farmer has increased,
but let it that if, by of
better knowledge and facilities, he can increase his

now on as terms - as

when comes to sell

of
Compared with what they were twenty

In prices of I)i‘iLl‘I_\'

be remembered reason

output, his expenses are also increasing both in
the home and on the farm In order to over-
come the labor shortage, he resorts to the use of

labor-saving machinery almost
ment of farm work.
"tive increase in the
not be inappropriate to advise again greater care
in the use and housing of the plant in which so

the farmer's

in every depart-

With regard to the prospec-

cost ol implements, it will

much of capital is annually locked

up, in order to prolong its period of effective
service, and also the extension of the idea of co-
operation among ncighbors in the purchase ang
use of many of the more costly implements used
in modern farming. By such practicable meusures
as these he will be enahled  to keep down  to

reasonable limits his machinery hills, whether the

proposed advance takes cffict or otherwige Just
now g‘ood prices are beine reddhized Tor most farm
products and live stock, init how coon there i,
be a turn in the tide no cne can saielv conjectur,
and it is therefore prudent to cxcrcice cantiog iy

the spending department Lefore the vl
and so delay its advent.

day com
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A SUCCESSFUL IMPERIAL CONFERENCE. was to decide in favor of meeting every four
years, and ask that a special department of the

The Imperial Conference in London, Eng., has
been a great success, not so much for what it ac-
complished as for what it left undone. This
no disparagement at all of its utility. A period-

Colonial Office, called a Secretariat, be appointed
to prepare material for its consideration. \
resolution was passed providing for the develop-
ment, for the service of the Empire, of a general

is
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1calt i(.)nferenrce’thof I(1Iolonlzé Iremlerst \nti repfle staff, drawn from the forces of the Empire, whose
sentatives o e . ome ().\fur.nmen ma.‘es:t ‘or duty it will be to advise on defence snd other
mutual understanding, and if, in the present in- military matters. Universal penny postage,

stance, there were few misapprehensions to clear
up or difficulties to remove, it is quite probable
that the Conference will have proved useful in
averting impending trouble from some unexpected
quarter or other. Not knowing when or whence
difficulty will arise, it behooves the Empire to
keep in close touch each part with the others.
This is precisely what has been accomplished.
The besetting danger of a Conference such as
the one just held is the mischievous tendency on
the part of some of the assembled representatives,
and of their friends at home, of thinking they
must do something to make a big spread to flap
their wings and crow over. That such an even-
tuality was avoided, was due in large measure to
the sagacious statesmanship of Canada’s Premier,
Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Upon the question of an
Imperial Council his mind was definitely made up,
his reasoning farsighted and clear. He realizes
that formal representation on a permanent Im-
perial Council might, through indiscreet represen-
tatives, or more probably through the decision of
the majority, drag Canada and other Colonies in-
to entanglements which they would instinctively

cheaper cable rates, and Imperial naturalization,
were discussed, to more or less definite purpose.
Best of all, it looks as though a result of the
Conference will be the inauguration of the long-
looked-for fast Atlantic steamship service between
Canada and Great Britain, also an improved
Pacific service. 1In fact, the Conference did every-
thing it could do that was necessary or wise, and
refrained from doing that which would have en-
tailed complications, embarrassment and friction,
leading, quite conceivably, to rebellion, secession
or disintegration. Our Imperial statesmen showe(
their wisdom by letting well enough alone

TIMBER VALUES SOARING.

The man who fences off and cares for his woo(l
lot may look forward to a far better revenue
than would be obtained merely from firewood.
Prices for timber of all kinds are soaring in «a
way that is really alarming to manufacturers \
table recently compiled, showing the
values of various kinds of raw material entering
into the manufacture of agricultural implements,

average

a.:/vmd ! leeft free(,j oot prese}r:t, (‘tnl chpose their shows an increase in the price of pole stock or
o se ; X . e < ) Y

n c01.1r9. an ' anyway _t € %) ()Tneq are too nearly 82 per cent. from 1896 to 1907. I'he
busy minding their own business to interfere un- ) ) ¢ o . RY7
necessarily in world liti 3 Britai Sgures by years are: 1896, 4232 per M, 1897,
count on our mog l( e tCS~ d o rltflmhczlln §23; 1898, $23; 1904, $31.50; 1905 $35

al support and on our active he
i " © P 1906, $37.50 . 1907, $40.

in time of need, whenever her cause commends it-
self to our judgment. That is enough at present.
It is as close a union as is feasible. Britain

The National Hardwood Timber Association of
the United States, at their recent session in Meni-

keeps us with her by the very freedom she allows Phis, Tenn., adopted a report on the best avail-
us. Attempt to forge links of formal union will able data, that ‘‘ there are now standimng in the

United States approximately 1,475,000,000,000
feet of lumber, but 45 ,000,000,000 feet are being
cut every year, at which rate the forests would
last about 33 years.”’ Including the consumption
of wood for all purposes, and that destroyed by for-
est fires, it was estimated that over 75,000,000,000
feet of timber are consumed vearly, and that, in

cause fric-
True

destroy the harmony that now exists,
tion, and create a sense of thralldom.
perialism is a spirit—not a form.

In line with this view is Canada’s position on
the question of preferential trade.
gave a preference to Great Britain
needed measure of tariff reform.
too high.

Im-

The Dominion
primarily as a
Our tariffi was

It imposed a needless burden upon our
consumers. We concluded to lower

reality, there are but supplies standing of
mercial timber for about

com-

. 15y I Sorest rv 3
1t somewhat, and, < years, Forestry ds
instead of simply making a sweeping general reduc. the remedy.
tion in our schedules, we cut the larger slice off ————— == u —
imports from Britain—a move which, in many IES
lines of goods, had the effect of compelling HORS *
foreigners to meet British prices in our markets, —— :
and hence relieved our consumers and taxpayers CARE OF THE COLT’S FEET.
to almost as great an extent in such cases as :
* ases’ as an The condition of the colt's feet has much to do
all-round reduction would have done. Incidental- i it
; i ; ] . with his disposition. It is generally the case after
Y, the preference proved a special adv: ge '
. rete l .I A advantage to being driven a few minutes on the hard road that the
Great Britain, as it was desired it should do i ;
S . ) i colts act sluggish and indifferent, or irritable and
In Britain the case is different. It is doubtful
her she s ; cranky, though generally the former, The trouble will
whether she stands to gain by any change in fiscyl ; :
. . i usually be found in the feet If he has not heen shod,
policy. Any considerable tax on food imported ; ;
) ) take the soreness out of his feet by turning him in the
to feed her people would be a handicap upon the ( ’
. pasture on the cool moist ground (nature's remedy), or
whole British people, and must tend to increase -
, o ) £ by standing him on moist earth in the stable After
the cost of living, hence the cost of manufacture i
) . ‘ ) a few days, shoe him with a set of nicely-fitted shoes,
and commerce Such a  tax  would irrevocably ) f
) ) o ) . the weight to correspond  with the strength of horn
raise the price of foodstufis lor a time at legst Pof :
wnd Bty | E 4 ; . R and size of foot Drive the nails well in the toe of
: & S5 Nno (6] > g > ‘or NIE o - F
' ( > b ndpnd for hesitating the fore feet, but farther back in the hind ones. Don't
about laying the beginnings of what might even- draw the nail down too tight the first time shoeing, for
tually become g fantastic fiscal fabric. It may the feet are not used to it, and mind there is much in
he arguced that g -HII;J,PN tax on ful‘ol[;’,’l‘l foodstufls 1"*"“.’4[ “H‘(“ll ;”ll“');”';.ng. ! 11'“. B iRy
. . can e O / 2@ r < 3 {2 % .
would encourage 1ood production in the Colonies ) « 'y leeling, soak the feet in tepid water,
to a greater deg: i} . ® and stuff frequently with clay. Should this fail to re-
¢ N 08 coree ‘ vy y .
o Bred . g. 'an 1t would handicap manu- duce the fever, pull the shoes off and try again in a
. 11 ae) . « + v ) B
(l-( 11¢ lnr ritain, and that such encouragement few days Most bad feet are caused by the first set
of production in the Colonies is justifiable as a ©of shoes
precaution in the event of war 5]111“”“!‘ off sup- _—
plies from other countries. That is g

» question
Britain to decide, and while we

RE PROPOSED CANADIAN PERCHERON RECORD.

for Great would

welcome such a conclusion, it is not for us to in- Wr. Ges. B (h‘cig}. e V\'lnnlpeg, Western Hep
terfere or dogmatize concerning her affairs. The St ()F the Livesstock Branch, Dominion
British preference has paid us directly by reliev- MV‘IH“‘““““.I of Agriculture, at the request ofa
ngoour consumers and filling our national coffers, number of men interested in I’ercheron horses,
and also indirectly by ;ul\rrtl.\lng Canada in the s been (-url‘e.ﬁp(\n‘(llng With all known breeders
Old Country, and creating there g favorable pre- - ”“[I“r“lm.m “enaa, \\,’l[}? e
ludice for our goods. It would ill become us ‘.‘”.l“fm“”“ _”I ;“ “M:U”' '\”,l'.wty !'()I‘.this .M‘(u'(l
therefore, to insist on Britain upsetting her whole 1”“](,)? l.'Al‘,‘ ‘.\”, “.l”.”k”mg,“w I‘IIC()rpt)I‘&tlron of Live:
} : & ¢ stock record associations Correspondence is in-
fiscal system in order to grant us g quid pro (quo, Vited by Mr (lruig relative to the advisability ol
Whatever course Britain may see fit to take in Such action, also the time and place to hold an
this matter, she may rest assured we gre making Organization  meeting Regina, Sask., at the
o demands or threats time of the Summer Fair, July 31st, Aug. 1st and

Whitt the Conference did of o positive character l'\];'ll'ul. 2nd, has been mentioned as a suitable




