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export of live cattle may be said to have commenced, and 
some idea of the extent and importance of the trade which 
has since developed may be gathered from the statement 
that in the sixteen years ended 1889, the value of cattle and 
sheep exported to Great Britain was $49,602,498, and to 
the United States $20,782,430. During the same period 
the value of horses, cattle and sheep exported from Canada 
to all countries was $98,520,749.

Large importations of stock have, in the last few years, 
been made into Manitoba and the Territories, where the 
industry of stock-raising is being extensively prosecuted.

In 1^89 there were imported into Great Britain 502,158 
cattle and 677,963 sheep, of which Canada contributed 
16.82 and 8.35 per cent, respectively. An estimate of the 
British consumption of meat may be gathered from the fact 
that in London, at the Smithfield market alone, the quantity 
of dead meat received in 1887 was 260,000 tons, in 1888 
264,000 tons, and in 1889 276,000 tons. As there seems 
to be no limit to the demand, so there need be, practically, 
no limit to Canada's capability of supplying it.

But there are other articles of food which Canada is also 
well adapted to produce, for which there is an enormeus de­
mand in Great Britain, and in which a much larger trade 
might tasily be done were proper attention given to their 
production. The following table shows the imports of pro­
visions into the United Kingdom in the year 1888, and 
whence obtained
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A reference to the two following tables will show that 
Canada's export trade in provisions has not developed as 
largely as could be desired, and that there is room for much 
improvement in this respect.
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As regards the decrease in the exports of pork, bacon, 
hams and lard, an enquiry made by the Ontario Depart­
ment of Agriculture shows that attention to the best modes 
of feeding and to breeding are apparently all that is required 
to enable Canadian farmers to supply the demands of pack­
ers for both the home and English markets. The decrease 
in the export of butter is attributed almost entirely to care­
lessness in producing an article of sufficiently high quality 
to obtain a ready sale in the English market. Recognizing 
the importance of encouraging this industry, the Federal 
Government has recently appointed a Dairy Cominissoner 
to give practical lessons in butter and cheese making.

There were 404 cheese factories made returns in 
Ontario in 1888, showing the manufacture of 38,336,589 
lbs. of cheese, from 402,599,463 lbs. of milk, given by 150,- 
618 cows; the value of the cheese was $4,515,188. There 
were also 31 creameries in operation in that province, which 
made 677,279 lbs. of butter and 153,247 lbs. of cheese. 
No returns are available from the Province of Quebec 
(where there are said to be 672 cheese factories and cream­
eries), or from the Maritime Provinces.

The total quantity of butter imported into Great Britain 
in 1888 was 187,200,496 lbs., of which only 1,042,384 lbs. 
came from Canada. The Australasian Colonies, particularly 
New Zealand, are meeting with great success in establishing 
a butter and cheese export to England, whence in 1888 they 
shipped 2,858,800 lbs. of butter. If these colonies can 
make it pay, why not Canada, especially when the gain in 
distance and consequence freight charges is considered ? 
Denmark is a striking example of what can be accomplished 
by diligent attention to the best modes of farming. A few 
years ago, Danish butter and bacon were almost unsaleable 
on the English market, now their butter fetches the highest 
price in London, and their bacon is rapidly superseding 
that from Ireland, Canada and the United States. With a 
population less than half that of Canada, Denmark exported 
l Great Britain in 1888 over $18,000,000 worth of butter.

The exports of cheese have steadily increased, and in 
1889 were 268 per cent, more than in 1874, almost the en­
tire quantity being taken by the United Kingdom. That 
country in 1888 imported 90,980,960 lbs. of chesse from, 
the United States, and 74,853,520 lbs. from Canada.

The following table shows the values of the total im­
ports for home consumption into Canada of certain articles 
of agricultural produce, and the exports of the same, being 
the produce of Canada, for the year 1889 ; also the values


