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farm and dairy

A Little Land Well Tilled - Plus a Large Pasturage
How One Man Made Money on a Rough Farm—6ji S. R. N. Hodgms
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Although he sold 
he is still Interested

when 1 visited him recently.
his farm four years ago, 
enough In It to take fr«tuent trips out tO Bee 
how things coming along, tor once a farmer,

through In good shape. That this object 
was achieved Is shown by the tact that In one 

Mi McKlIllcan's cows gave Just twice as
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|\/| my observation have had loo little pat- 
turege." says Finlay McKilllcan They 

bave tried to farm all their land and have spent 
their lives skimming a small crop from n big 
acreage, instead of making a little land produce 
something worth while There is nothing I 
pasturage for economical milk production If your 
land isn't too exp^n

Underdrainage at the Experi- 
menlaLFaim

It Insured Good Crops in 1917
11DLE the Central Experimental Farm wae 

Its Infancy the necessity for In-

much milk as the herd of his neighbor, who had 
as good a farm In every way and but one cow 
less than Mr. McKilllcan. While some difference 

tbe better milking qualities of Mr.was in to
MoKilllcan'a cows, he attributed considerable of 
the credit to his ay stem of winter feeding.

Mr McKilllcan retired from his \U yet in
stalling a system of underdrainage was 

realised. From year to year the system bas been 
improved and extended until at the present time 
a very complete drainage scheme is in operation.

Soil conditions vary greatly The surface soil 
rangée from sand to clay with all Intervening 
types. Besides there are considerable areas of 
mut*. The subsoil is of the same^arlable char- 

places the problem of com­
bating quick or running sand is 
encountered. The contour of the

rllned to

Finlay McKilllcan retired from tormina 
years ago lie lives In a comfortable house ret 
In a live-acre piece of ground In the uutakln* of 
Vanklck Hill. Ont. For many years, he tofn.ed 

miles east of the village and
an exceptionally

At the time
farm, he had a herd of grade llolstelns that were 
well known as milk producers. No one in the 
district sent anywhere near the quantity of milk 
io the cheese factory for the number of cows 

excellent results which he obtained
Superii

about foui
recognized In his district as

He sent more milk lo the cheese 
bis 18 to 20 cows Ilian was si nt 

of his neighbors with half •* many more 
of hi* success lay in the fact

kept. Tbe
in hie herd just go to prove what may be done 
by grading up common stock. It was his practice 
lo Invest in the best pure-bred Holstein sires he 
v on Id afford. This he gives as a great help to-
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i lie conditions under which

X
land may be 
abruptly rolling, 
pockets or basins, and O! 
whole having little natural outlet. 
Under these conditions, the prob­
lem of drainage was rather a dif­
ficult one entailing considerable 
thought and accurate

main outlets are used, 
located at the western and 

one at the eastern boundsiry. In 
explanation of the system it may 
be defined as a combination or 
modification of the herring-bone, 
gridiron and across-ttoe-slope sys­
tems of drainage. The first des­
cribed system Is well suited to 
drain ponds or basins, the sec­
ond or gridiron system. Is well 
adapted to level land where the 
drainage required Is fairly uni­
form; the across-the-elope sys­
tem Is used on side hills and

CANADA AND THE WORLD FOOD SHORTAGEhe found himself.
Mr. McKilllcan'< farm was situ­

ated in a rough, etoney district, 
li consisted of 150 acres of which 
but 3"> acres were under cultiva- 

While his neighbors on "'gaga
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similar land tried to work their 
If they were on smooth 

lands, and ran up costlybottom

Mr McKilllcan recognised that 
tbe best use to which this rough 
land could be put was What of 

About 30 or 35 seres

bills in attempting to reap 
cant crops from this land,

vu hill farm was land that could 
not be beaten. He therefore turn­
ed all bis attention to thl» »■ tor 
as the production of grain and 

concerned. The
W.,/. Hanna,

Food Con tolUt
hay crops were 
rest of thfc farm, including a large 
sugar bush, wna pastured -=r==

Intensive Cultivation.
under cultivation was worked to 

the limit. It was all under drained, and with a 
of 20 mlfkers, besides young stock, Mr.

large part of

used throughout, varying In else 
Tile smaller than three Inch 
small In this Instance and

Clay tile were 
from 3 to 10 inches, 
were considered too

recommended for ordinary conditions.
silt basins are lnd.lirpesiea.ble, 

furnishing denrmnee tor toe 8nn .nnd thsl enter.
which, if not provided for. would 

lodge in and clog euch tile as are laidon some- 
what less than a two-inch grade These aand 

of different sises according to require- 
six feet square wtolle the ma­

jority are approximately four feet square, ex 
tending into the ground about two toet below 
the outlet tile, thue providing ample space for 

Idorable deposits of sand and slh The trap* 
arc enclosed by concrete walls- six Inchee thirl.

the surface of the ground and eover. <! 
by concrete tops provided 
ed by gratings They sre located, ae far ae prs< 
tlraMe. adjacent to roadwava. fegcee or other 
suitable places to ensure the least possible ob­
struction in cultivated fields.

The depth and distance apart of the drain* 
very with soil conditions In clay subsoil, the 
laterals are as close a. 40 feet at a depth of ap­
proximately three feet. In lighter soils, thn 
laterals are farther apart and often deeper .n 
the ground, especially towards the outlets.

With regard to the maintenance of a drainai 
system the moet important factor to observe * 
to practice systematic inspection of the whole and 
prompt repair of part or part» that require at­
tention. This la essential for a low eo* of nu 
tonance and for an efficient system.

From the earl!eat time la tbe history of the

In dairy farming. He made a start 
when he brought

ward successThe 35 acres in this direction 25 years ago
of the first pure-tored Holstein sires Into that 

with which hepart of the country. The cows 
had to start were the ordinary red cows of the 
district, of no particular breed. At the time of 
his sale, some of the cows In his herd were direct 
descendants from an old red row brought over 
by his grandfather when he rame to this coun­
try in 1816.

Mr. McKilllcan never sold any grain °r^bsy

Sand traps orMcKilllcan was able to manure s 
this cultivated area each year While no ays- 

kept In mind, each Add the tile andtematlc rotation was 
WHS made lo grow a crop of clover at abort In- 

The heavy manuring and thorough 
tillage, which was possible when euch a small 

worked, resulted In exceptionally heavy 
Mr lIcKIHtcan always considered that 

If he did not harvest 50

menia. Some are
off hie farm. He turned it Into milk 
milk was selling at tbe cheese factory at from 
68 to 15 feme » ewt, Mr VeKItllnn drawing 

$1000 from that source tor his

I
something was wrong 
bushels of oat* or more to the acre.

The rough land was turned lo good account 
tor pasturage. The Celtic «ere turned eel early 
in the spring, for the hilts dried efl milckly »"« 

good grmee early The row» then eteyed on 
In lhe toll. Ae the

from $800 to 
mimmer'f milk A similar amount of milk deliver 

would net him about three 
made before and

flush withed to the factory now 
times this amount. Butter was 
lifter the cheese factory season The rough part 
of the farm supported, besides the cows, » *oodl>' 
flock of sheep and a large sugar bush^ The Ut­
ter was quite a source of profit ail of the time 

of the farm. A small orchard

with manhole» proto.

the pasture till frost came
sent to the cheese factory, the rows 

the spring and gave thoU* heavy 
The large acreage

milk was
freshened In
milk flow while on the grass 
of pasture produced milk economically 
always had a plentiful supply of water in the 

This wae pumped by a windmill to a 
In the pasture In the s immer, and In winter 

utiMaed to flump water into

The cowa
of hla occupancy 
supplied apples tor the family and left a number 
of barrels for eale each year.

Mr McKilllcan with his small farm carried a 
He had hla own thresher,

pasture.

the windmill was 
the dairy bam.

goodly equipment
gasoline engine, grain grinder and aaw. 
hla cattle and aheep fern toe rougher and mnrn 
difficult paru of hla estate, wtolle he spent all hla 

getltng the ultimate bushel of grain or ton 
the fertile 36 acres at hla disposal.

Winter Feeding.
While winter dairying waa not carried on.jmo

of the secrete of Mr. McKlIllcan's success 
never letting hie cows down In condition during 

Thirty years ago Mr. MoKIlllcan 
the first silo lo his section of the country,

acres of corn wae grown 
tbe silo to bring tha

of hay from
Mr. MeKillican retired from farming on account 

On hla flsevere eoUte be still keeps
the winter.

in five to «even 
every year and put IHto

The lines sr 
storage captof Ill-health. __ .

In touch with Mother Barth. Here he grows his


